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(HEARING U! 


r U Black 
Commando 
Dog Tag Set- 

—{A Kaufman's Exclusive): 
2 Gl stainless steel tags, specially treated 
^to be non glare flat black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball 
f chains SS.OQ/i*! 

0 □Regulation Gl Dog Tags- 

i set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

s stainless chains (4" and 24")...S3.00/etch 

□ Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

H □ Printing . . only $1.00 per Up (52.00 per tel) 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


, □ Military Elite Distinctive Dog Tags- 



8 



The fallowing jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 

() copies at $6.50/each Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 

□ Olive Drab Green (OD) 

□ Desert Tan 

Specify size: S (7); M (7V4); L (7Vfe); L (7 1 /*); XL (7^ 

|| □ US Navy Style Commander's 
Cap with'Scrambled Egg'Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband to fit all heads 
comfortably. Choose; Navy Blue or Black 
. $5.75/each. 


□ Combat 
Battie 

Fatigues __ 


Q We’ve taken the official distinctive insignia of elite professional troops 
and affixed them to a genuine Gl tag. Sold with 4” stainless 
#jl chain., perfect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 

jk Chooia the ante dog lag of: Speciil Forcei; AWom/fiingen; 
rn Paratroopers; USMC Recon: USMC Globe & Anchor; 101 it Airborne; 
lore. . * 



r 02nd Airborne $6.00/each. 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non glare rubber bumpers 
for tags . Sl.OQ/piir 


□Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and classy - like the professional's who wear them. These are 
official regulation berets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting ail mili¬ 
tary specs. Made expressly for us by the prime 
govern ment contractor. Also available: 
Official headgear for: 

GAirborne Qualftod (Maroon) 

□Ringer Commandos (Black) 

□ Artery A Guardian Angela (Red) 
□Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

_ ^ — Sizes—6 7/8 to 7*A 

(Not sure ol head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We'll send the right one.) $13.75/each 

□Drill Instructar/Smokey the Bear Hat - 

Formally called the Campaign Hat, this is a n 
fine qualify pressed felt headpiece. 

A hat with character. No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change. 

An uncontrollable urge to shout 
orders or heap abuses, pursue flamers or 
4 k write traffic tickets. Let your true or wistful self 
w be heard. Sizes: 6 7/8 to 7 . .$19.75/Mch 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap .... $2,oo/tach 

□ Acorn Hat Coni (as shown). SB.W/uch 

(Specify color: silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, 
red or light blue). 


■Camouflage Collection Catalog- featuring genuine 

military clothing and personal equipment SI.00/each. 

Free withany order 


□Genuine Government Issue‘Boonie Hats’- 

The real thing, brand new, complete with^ 
brass screened eyelets, nylon car- 
I l tridge holder, hat band and chin , 

^ strap. Choose between: 

□ Leaf Pattern camouflage, @5*^5 

Gl rlpstop; 100% cotton as used in 
Vietnam; Genuine Gl ... SU.OQ/eacft. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton'50% 

nylon Genuine Gl . .. $12.25/each. 

□ Dosert Ian camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deploy¬ 
ment Forces. 50% cotton/50% nylon; Genuine Gl . .$12.25/aacn. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in 

early Vietnam. Genuine Gl . _ SU.QQ/each. 


a realty 


Pants feature: 6 
pockets (thigh pockets 
are bellowed); draw¬ 
string cuffs; adjustable 
waist tab Jackets 
feature. 4 pockets, 

^ bellows style. Tel us 
your chest, height, 
end wilst measure¬ 
ments when ordering. 
Choose from: 
f □ Camouflage Woodland 
pattern 50% cotton/50% 
£ nylon. Army's latest issue; 
the pants have a reinforced 
seat and knees, the jacket has reinforced 
^'elbows. Brand New. Specify: Jacket or Pants 
.532.50/each; 562.00/set 

□Camouflage, Day Desert Pattern -50% 

( cotton/50% nylon. Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force. Brand 
New. Specify: Jacket or Pants $34.0Q/each; 

S65.0D/set. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green -100% cotton, 
ripstop; as used in early Vietnam. Current Gl manufacture. 
Brand New Specify: Jacket or Pants , $29.75/eaeh; $57.00/set. 

□Camouflage, Woodland Pattern Commercial Manufacture -we've 
used the genuine military Woodland Camo cloth and fashioned these 
like the Gl Fatigues. We cut some corners to trim the price, but these 
American made fatigues look just like the genuine ones. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants S26.00/each; $49.00/«t. 

□Elite Commando T-Shirts 

RECON 

2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive; 

□Specitl Forees-grey shirt, (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 

□ Airtsome/Ringer-black shirt (100% cotton) red and white design. 
□ Marine Recon-red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M.L.XL) S7.95/tach 


I Send for Free Sportswear Brochure 
With All Qur New Designs 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - cut full, made in USA; 50% 

cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: ~ 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Brown Leal Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Green Leaf V-Neck 
Specify Size: S, M, L.XL ... 57.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts for 518.00. 



□USAF Flight 
Jacket- 


% 


These flight jackets are 
ssued to military fliers and JL 
designated Type MAI tor * 
Intermediate Cold. (This i ► 
means that it is the meoium ( ) 
weight jacket, designed for ^ 
P, comfort in a temperature zone 
of about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look 
for the military designation, { ) 
sizes and stock numbers w 
inside the left pocket. The 
outer shell and lining are 100% ( ) 
nylon making the jacket com¬ 
pletely wind and waterproof. The 
interlining is 100% polyester fiberfiil for 
the highest degree ot warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside 
in your choice cf either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be I he latest fashion trend. 

Spectfy: Sage Green or Bfere Stoll • Regular Length Only. 

Sizes: XS.S.M.L $46.?5/each; XL $51.5fl/MCh 


■ Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 
Woodland Camouflage * Exact m every detail to the ge 

nutne'GI MAI jackets above, manulactured by'the same government 
contractor, to militaryispecs; with reversible orange linings The Black' 
nylon shelled jackets feature a gold zippei and the Woodland Camo' 
jackets ,are imade from genuine IGl cloth ol 50% cotton/50% qylon 
Sizes XS.S.M.L $48 ?5/eacii;XL S53.5Q/eich; 




_ Sunglasses 

Off-These are the 

tvP /O Ull ^ McCoys 

bv Bausch & Lomb. Also USAF 
and NASA Pilot glasses. Call far free 
sunglass brochure. 





SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


□Angle Head Flashlight • This is the 

heavy duly olive drab plastic flashlight issued to basic 
and steaHh units. The flashlight is waterproof, non glare 
and features 4 different lenses which can be easily installed ^, 
or removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
tor hands bee operation; operates on 2 standard D 
cell batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 

Brand new, »c*J In tto Gl box S6,50/fl*ch; 2 for $12.25 


■ Wallets, Nylon madeoi Waterproof nylon packciolh 
these 2 lold wallets feature 4 inside [pockets compartment 
and plastic card holder Choose from: Camouflage. Olive Drab 
(OD) Green, or Black $6.75 each 



-Shipping Costs- 



Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to $10 GO 52.00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3 .00 

Orders from 520.01 to 35 00 3.75 

Orders from 535.01 to 50.00 4.50 

Orders from 550.01 to 70.00 5.75 

Orders over $70.00 . 6.75 

Canadian Orderi-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545 0933 

24 toure a day; 7 Days per Week: Cal on our to! free Ine to ipeak to our 
Customer Service Department Monday-Saturday during Abuquerque 
buiineis hours. 

We invite your call even if you only desire to inquire about our merchan¬ 
dise or about an order you’ve placed. 

In New Mexico, Alaska or Hawaii calf our Customer Sendee Department 
Coloci at 505-265-7777. 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat- 100 % , 

cotton Specify: Leaf Camo or Oiive OrabJrS 
(OD) Green. S, M. L, XL S5.00/each. ^ 


□M-65 Field Jackets - * 

This is the basic issue combat jacket. ( 
Designee lor complete utility, these * 
water repellent ai>5 windproof jackets 1 
feature: 4 super large utility pockets; 
gussetted back for complete mobility 

epaulets; S 

adjustable cuffs and collar, crawstiing x 
waistband; ridden hoed n collar D 
Brand new, of course. X 
Sizes are XS, S, M. L, XL. Long ^ 
lengths are available in Olive Drab m 
(OD) Green and Camouflage, Woodland 
pattern onfy.lf you're unsure of your H 
size, tell us your chest measurement 3 
when ordering. XS-L $55.00/t»rt; 5* 
X^ A all long lengths $6Q SBi'Mcb 
Choose from: DOIve Drab (00) Green 
□Camouflspe, Woodbind Pittem (latest Gl issue to Army). 

□Detert Tin - (NATO issue). □ Camouflage, Tlgr Stripe • ^ 

(Commercially made in a US mill to military specs). gi 


■ M-65 liner - Genuine BI - designed ,fo quickly and easily] 
!buUon|mto M 65'Jackenoiprovide complete warrhth'by sealing injthe 
bodyiheal Brand New XS. S.,M.L $19.QQieach; XL S20 50/e*ch 


□ GenuineMilitary Insignia - meeting n mutiry ip*c> 

* _ 

□Special Forcei Flaihei (choose from: 5th Group in Vietnam: 8th; W 
1 2th; or JFK Special Warfare Center) . $1.75/each % 

□ Special Forcei Shoulder Fateh “ 

(specify regular or subdued) .. $1.75/etch 

□ Special Forcei Crest . SS.OO/iich 

□ Paratrcoper Badge .$3.00/each _ 

□ Air Anautt Badge . S4.Q0/eich 

□ 101st Alltome Crest .$3.Q0/each 

□ 82nd Airborne Crest. $3.C0/»«ch 

G 101st Alrtorne Patch (specify regular or subdued). .$1.75/tach 

□ 82nd Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued) . $l.75/fich 
C Ranger or Airborne Tabi (specify regular or subdued)$1.00/a*ch = 

□ Marine Recon Wing - gold plated $4.50/aach O 

□ Pilot Wing, USAF - nickel plated. ... $3.50/#«h 

□ Ful Bird Cotoneti Rank Army • nickel plated . . $3.50/pak 

□ General's Rank-One Star-Army nickel plated . . .$3,50/ptk 

□ Navy Seal Badge - gold plated $10.50/cse)i 

□ U.S. Flag (2 x 3V-.)...S2.25Vt*ch 

□ For a complete firing of over 1,000 mttary iftilfflli riamt lend 
for our Insignia Coflactfon Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus flftc for 1st data 
postage. 



We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re Not Trying To Be. 

For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D (There is a C O.D fee of'$3.00 in ad 
dition 1o the regular shipping). 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. We'll not only be glad 


to take your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but we ll also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you're calling to ask about our merchandise o» theistatus 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service 
No, we’re not the cheapest But you get what you pay lor II you order the cheapesLyou 
may wait a long time for delivery of something you may ultimately be unhappy with i f 1 you 
order from Kaufman's you'll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most value out of every 
dollar you spend. 





































































SPECIAL FORCES 

FOREIGN WEAPONS HANDBOOK 

by Sgt. Frank Moyer 

Written by one of the world’s foremost ordnance experts, this classic is unequaledfor 
its detailed information on foreign weapons. More than 70 foreign machine guns, 
rifles, carbines, assault rifles, submachine guns, and pistols were procured and 
photographed to complement precise assembly, disassembly, and firing instruc¬ 
tions. Unparalleled in the history of firearms publishing, this unusual handbook isthe 
standard reference to all gun enthusiasts, collectors, and fighting men everywhere. 
Also includes a glossary of small arms technology and reference data. 8V2 x 11, 
hardcover, 180 illus., 330 pp. Pre-pub special before May 1 $14.95 

After May 1 $17.95 



NINJA DEATH TOUCH 
by Ashida Kim 

Arcane secrets of an unholy 
science that kills with the waveof a 
hand' Certain ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black med¬ 
icine that destroys through ma¬ 
nipulation of the body's nervous, 
circulatory, and chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching, and the 
infamous Dim Mak techniques. Il¬ 
lustrated with step-by-step photos. 
5'A x 8%. softcover, illus.. 104 pp. 

$10.00 


YOU CAN’T MISS 

byjohn Shaw 

Two-time IPSC champion John Shaw instructs you in 
the fine art of combat handgunning, as only a world- 
class expert can Shaw takes the reader from the funda¬ 
mental level all the way up to advanced status Numerous 
close-up photos show every detail of his favorite tech¬ 
niques, which are meant to make you a better combat 
shooter both on and off the range Topics include stan¬ 
ces, zeroing, sight picture, hip shooting night shooting, 
assault courses, modifying yourhandgun clearing jams, 
multiple targets, speed draws reloading, and much 
more 5'/x 8%. softcover. illus 148 pp $8.95 


Secrets 

Of It* 

/WJA 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing—one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar¬ 
tial art Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibility, co¬ 
ver! entry, escape and evasion, 
assassination, sentry removal, 
meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more A riveting, alt-new 
selection 5Vix 8’Ar. hardcover, 200 
photos. 168 pp $16.95 


NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 

Do you wish for just one more chance at life—one with a 
"clean slate?" With New I.D. in America, you can trade in 
ydur old identity for a new start. Here is a step-by-step 
guide to precisely creating a totally new person—to hav¬ 
ing a birth certificate, passport, driver's license. Social 
Security number—all you need for breaking from your 
past. This is a 1983. all-new book, not another bungling 
guide to forging bogus papers! Now you can create a 
whole new business or personal identity—without fear of 
exposure This is your chance 1 Grab it 5V* x 8V5, soft- 
cover. illus, 120 pp $10.00 


FREE 

NWI IMt 

[ CUSTOMS I 

HOTHIK 10 «UM( I 


M*CWA£t COWKW 


DUTY FREE 
Smuggling Made Easy 

by Michael Connor 
In this practical guide, you'll Iqarn 
how to conceal valuables, amjmo, 
and contraband in even the rriost 
ordinary-looking items Everything 
becomes a potential container to 
the trained eye From the simple to 
the sublime. Connor tells you how 
to use your auto and personal ef¬ 
fects to pass customs duty-free 
5' x 8'*. softcover. 80 pp $10.00 


BARE KILLS 

by Oscar D/az-Cobo 

Bare Kills is based on the principle that a properly trained 
man is a living weapon Oscar Diaz-Cobo has deve¬ 
loped a dynamic training course on how to fight using 
■disabling chokes and blows, efficient sentry removal 
techniques, and specialized weapons kills Graphic pho¬ 
tos and separate chapters provide step-by-step instruc¬ 
tion on how to reach' peak psychological and physical 
conditioning 5’/z x 8V 2 , softcover, photos. 160 pp $10.00 



THE DEATH DEALER'S MANUAL 

by Bradley Steiner 
Tells the true story of how profes¬ 
sional killers go about their busi¬ 
ness Of special interest is a com¬ 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first time 
Contents includhe vital points, 
edged weapons, handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques. For 
informational purposes only! * 
0V?. softcover. illus.. 112 pp $10.00 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen 1 The U S Army Special Forces are knovyn 
to train the world's most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why. It has everything 400 pages pf 
comprehensive infoon disease diagnosis and treatment, 
emergency war surgery, drugs and doses, emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics, ob¬ 
stetrics. orthopedics, emergency dental treatment, and 
much, much more Every survival library must have this 
book! 4x7. softcover. illus.. 400 pp $14.95 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survivatist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces. using Indian secrets Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls, etc Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection 5% x 8'A. 250 pp , 
hardcover, illus $14.95 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM 

Need more firepower? How does a twelve-gauge 
machine gun soudd? Now you can convert your Reming¬ 
ton 1100 semiauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun 
that will blow any other smalt arm off the map' This 
detailed manual has over 70 close-up photos, machin¬ 
ist's drawings. and full scale templates The conversion 
process retains all original parts (except tor safety) and 
can be accomplished with hand tools Only 11 new parts 
are required Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and 
assault stock, your full auto 1100 will be a survivalist's 
shotgun without peer 9 x 12. illus., softcover. 88 pp. 

$12.00 



FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE! 

The Secrets of Streetfighting 

by Dr. Ted Gam bordelta 
Beat street-wise punksat their own 
deadly game with the help of this 
all-new practical manual. Over 200 
dramatic photos demonstrate 
lethal fighting strategies, escapes 
and counters, knife and club de¬ 
fenses, rape defenses, and much 
more. A no-nonsense guide to 
fighting for your life when there is 
no second place winner! 5’A x 8!-?. 
softcover, illus. 120 pp. $8.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES FM 31-20 

In every respect, except for the weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31 -20 All illustrations and every one 
of the 535 pages of vital information are included Chap¬ 
ters include intelligence, psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolitions, survival, improvised 
weaponry, and much, much more! 4x5, softcover. illus. 
535 pp $14.95 



OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


RANGER HANDBOOK.$ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES 

HANDBOOK.. .$8.00 

THE MINI-14 EXOTIC 

WEAPONS SYSTEM , . $12.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL I*.$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL II* . .$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL III*.$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL IV*..... .$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL. V. .$ 8.00 

(•NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA) 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 1 
THE SUBMACHINE GUN ... $10.00 
HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. II 
THE HANDGUN . ... $10.00 

THE REVENGE BOOK $8.00 

FULL AUTO VOL I (AR-15).$ 4.95 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 

DESIGN BOOK I.....$12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 
DESIGN BOOK III . .. $12.00 

GET EVEN II. .$11.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


* 


PALADIN PRESS 
PO BOX 1307— BMS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 


K?9 


Send $1 for latest, 
PA|ADI\ 
C ATAlOG 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator »249. 
in California, 1-800-852-7777; Alaska & Hawaii. 1-800-824-7919. 

Please send me the following titles: - _ -— 


1 


Bill my: □ VISA □ MasterCard E| 
Card No_ 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS- 

CITY_ 


ip-C 


SUBTOTAL f- 
Ptease include 
$2 postage 
and handling. _ 

TOTAL _ 


MAY/83 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


C ONTRARY to the wishes of Western governments and 
journalists — including those of the United States — the 
story behind the plot to kill Pope John Paul refused to die in 
oblivion, buried on page 22 of the Washington Post. 

Instead, an incredible story reading like a Robert Ludlum 
spy thriller unfolded, implicating Bulgaria’s secret police and 
leading eventually to the KGB, headed at the time of the 
assassination attempt by Soviet Premier Yuri Andropov. 

The evidence against the Soviets is circumstantial, but 
damning. Despite pressure from the West to downplay the 
case, the Italian government felt that the evidence was so 
compelling that it elected to prosecute the Bulgarian secret 
police accomplices of the Turkish hit man, Mehmet Ali Agca. 
Even the Pope is known to believe that the KGB planned the 
assassination. 

It is common knowledge that Bulgaria is the most servile of 
the Soviet Union’s puppet states, and that the Bulgarian 
secret service, the KDS, is run directly by the KGB. Said 
Stefan Sverdlev, former Bulgarian secret service colonel who 
defected three years ago, “I do not doubt for one instant the 
role of the Bulgarian secret service in this attack. But if they 
did it, it was not on their own initiative.” 

Why has the story that captured the attention of the world 
not captured the attention of the American press and the 
Reagan administration? Why has the Reagan administration 
still not condemned the plot? Why has the CIA, according to 
an NBC spokesman in Rome and William Safire of the New 
York Times, actively discouraged journalists from pursuing 
leads that pointed to the Kremlin? 

American reticence in dealing with the subjects unfavorable 
to the Soviet Union is not new. Witness the reaction to the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and their continuing use of 
Yellow Rain and other chemicals against the peoples of 
Southeast Asia. 

If the plot had been hatched by President Reagan or the 
CIA, American journalists and Soviet officials would have 
joined in demanding a full investigation of the charges. 

The fact is that the West is afraid to face the issue squarely 
because they don’t want to admit the truth. It seems safer to 
ignore the evidence against the Soviets than to threaten world 
stability, such as it is. 

If Soviet complicity were proven and accepted, what policy 
would the West adopt toward the Soviets concerning trade 
and, most importantly, disarmament? If the West faces the 
fact that the Soviets could deliberately plot to kill the Pope 
and murder defenseless villagers with poisonous chemicals, 
what else will they do, and how can we believe anything that 
they might say? 

— Donna DuVall 


EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Robert K. Brown 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Jim Graves 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Bob Poos 

SENIOR EDITORS 
M. L. Jones Donna DuVall 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
John Metzger Bill Brooks 
S. Max Wm. B. Guthrie 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT 
Jim Coyne 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
Margaret McDonald Nadine Rick 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Renee Gitchell 
ART DIRECTOR 
Craig Nunn 
ART ASSISTANT 
Anne Beer 
TYPOGRAPHERS 
Thomas E, Vivrett 
Eileen Bernard 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Military Small Arms 

Peter G. Kokalis 

Small Arms 

Ken Hackathorn 

Jake Jatras 

/ffrlca 

A1 J. Venter 

Aviation 

Walt Darran 

Dana Drenkowski 

Snip ing/Countersn iping 

Jim Leatherwood 

Law Enforcement 

Evan Marshall 


Soviet Analyst 
David C. fsby 
Paramedic Operations 
Dr. John Peters 
Expfosires/Demolitions 
John Donovan 
Military Affairs 
Alexander McColl 
Special Correspondent 
Jim Morris 

Unconventional Operations 
Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt 
James P. Monaghan 
Handgun Hunting 
Lee Jurras 


BUSINESS OFFICES. 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 449-3750 


OFFICE MANAGER 
T.A: Greene 
ASST, BOOKKEEPER 
Sharon Windsor 
RECEPTIONIST 
Lynne L. Manchester 
DEALER REP. 
Rhonda L. Balsamo 
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
D.L. Combs 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Bill Burkhart 
ADVERTISING ASST. 
Carole Hayden 
(303) 449-3750 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB¬ 
LEMS: Six weeks notice is required on all changes of 
address. Please include current mailing-label Informa¬ 
tion with all correspondence. SOLDIER OF FOR¬ 
TUNE, Subscription Department, P.O. Box 310, Mar¬ 
tinsville. NJ 06836. Phone: (201) 356-8544. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is published monthly by 
Omega Group Limited, Boulder. Colorado. Controlled Circulation Postage Paid at 
Bouldei, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 
Subscription Department, P.O. Box 310. Martinsville, NJ 08836. Subscription rates 
for twelve monthly Issues: $26.00 - U.S.A., Canada, Mexico- (Save $10 off News¬ 
stand Price.) $50.00 - 1st Class (sealed envelope) U.S.A., Canada, Mexico. $70.00 
- Airmail, All other countries. $33.00 - Surface, All countries except U.S.A., Can¬ 
ada, Mexico. Single Issue Price - U.S., $3.00: United Kingdom, 1.50; Canada, 
$3.50. 


CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs, drawings are submitted at the con¬ 
tributor’s own risk. Material should be mailed to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. BOX 
693, Boulder, CO 80306, and cannot be returned unless accompanied by sufficient 
postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to meet 
the editorial requirements of SOF. All manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. 
All photographs should be credited and be accompanied by captions and all 
weapons, vehicles and materiel in general must be accurately identilled. Payment 
will be made at rates current at time of publication. 


Copyright^' 1983 by Omega Group Limited 
All Rights Reserved 


2 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY/83 







MAY/1983 VOL. 8, NO. 5 


COVER; Mohammad Kareem, mujahideen camp commander and former 
brigadier in Afghan Army, shows SOF Soviet AKS-74 at secret base just 
inside Afghanistan. SOF’s test and evaluation of assault rifle begins on 
p. 46. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 
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T hose cards 

AND LETTERS ... 

Sirs: 

While leafing through SOF, July ’82, I 
came across several letters in FLAK, op¬ 
posing the planned Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. The fact that only excerpts 
from a few letters could be published due 
to the immense volume received is a good 
sign that there are still enough people 
around who care enough about this and 
other issues to take the time to write. 

But think about it. While I’m not say¬ 
ing that people should stop writing to 
SOF, what is the point in expressing your 
beliefs and arguments in a letter to a 
publication that is read primarily by peo¬ 
ple who already share your beliefs and 
really need no further convincing? The 
readership of SOF should direct more of 
their letter-writing energies toward the 
newspapers and news magazines of the 
continent, thus enabling the ideas con¬ 
tained therein to come in contact with 
those who are undecided on an issue. 

The left wing in North America is al¬ 
ready well established in this practice, 
most notably since the resurgence of the 
communist-led “peace” movement. Al¬ 
most every day I can read the editorial 
page of Canada’s largest paper, the To¬ 
ronto Star , and find a letter with the name 
of someone I recognize as a member of 
the Communist Party of Canada, or some 
other left-wing outfit. How many of those 
names that I don’t recognize are also 
members or sympathizers with these or¬ 
ganizations? 

I urge you, SOF, to urge your readers to 
write to their newspapers as often as possi¬ 
ble, just as you urge them to vote at elec¬ 
tion time. If we don’t do something, some 
day we won’t even be able to vote. 

K. Brown 

Brantford, Ontario, Canada 
SOF takes this opportunity to remind 
our readers that a true democracy requires 
participation . The voice of the people can 
be heeded only if it is heard. Furthermore , 
our concern with the WMF is ongoing , as 
“Background to Betrayal , ”p. 18 , shows, 
— The Eds. 


C HALK 

ONE UP ... 

Sirs: 

I just read in Army Times that the Ar¬ 
my’s new Stinger system was credited with 
one kill in the Falklands. Would you ex¬ 
pand on this? Specifically, how many 
times was it fired, how did the Brits get a 
new system that is not yet fielded 
throughout the U.S. Army, and what is 
your own expert evaluation of the system? 
Name Withheld 

The U.S . Stinger system saw limited use 
in the Falklands War. It was fired five or 
six times and recorded one kill. The 
British received the new Stinger system 
through the direction of President 
Reagan. One reason why the Stinger saw 
only limited action is because most of the 


Special Air Service (SAS) crews trained to 
use the system were tragically killed when 
a British Sea King helicopter crashed on 
20 May. The unofficial British reaction to 
the Stinger is that they appreciate its light 
weight. 

— David C. Isby f Soviet Analyst 


C OVERT 

OPERATION ... 

Sirs: 

Here at Ft. Benning in the 2nd Pit., 
Echo Company, 9th Btn., 2nd Inf. Train¬ 
ing Brigade, we have some very strict drill 
sergeants who don’t allow the reading of 
any magazines — especially ones which 
don’t follow military bearing, i.e., SOF or 
anything having to do with meres. But 
there is a small group of us who have been 
faithful SOF readers for years and who 
cannot imagine a month without our 
“Journal of Professional Adventurers.” 
Even though we have PX bag searches- 
and-seizures, one or more of us always 
gets our SOF successfully. It just goes to 
prove that even America’s finest drill 
sergeants can’t come between us and our 
SOF. Keep up with your usual high quali¬ 
ty and we’ll die in the front-leaning rest 
position, SOF nearby. 

Leonard Mangine 
Alan Wernik 
Kendall Nash 
David Merritt 
Todd Seigmund 
Robert Payne 
Steven Armstrong 
Tracy Batts 


V EST 

QUESTION ... 

Sirs: 

In reference to your article on Soviet 
body armor (“Bad News For Boris,” Jan¬ 
uary ’83), I believe there has been a mis¬ 
take made. The vest depicted would ap¬ 
pear to be well suited for its intended pur¬ 
pose. That is as a versatile piece of foul- 
weather gear. 


With the ability to delete or exchange 
the packets with ones that are filled with 
down, and the inherent freedom of move¬ 
ment in a vest, it could be utilized in South 
Africa or Kozhva, winter or summer. 

I may be wrong, and if I am, the M16 
looks like it could prove useful on the 
modern battlefield after all. 

W.D. Blackmon 
Tule Lake, California 

... AND ANOTHER 

Sirs: 

Just a short letter to let you know I’ve 
just read my first issue of Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine, and 1 think it’s great. 
First, one question and then a comment. 

Do you know of any way — or anyone 
who can supply the information — to con¬ 
vert an ordinary automatic, a Ruger hand¬ 
gun, to full automatic firing? Is such a 
thing possible? 

My comment: I would hate to see SOF 
turn out to be so overly patriotic and 
right-wing that it gets itself suckered into 
believing untrue information. This hap¬ 
pened to an organization called United of 
America, some years back, when they 
mailed out literature showing a man being 
tortured to death by “the Heathen Chi¬ 
nese.” The “victim” was an actor named 
Saki, and the photos were from a Steve 
McQueen movie. 

I have traveled in communist countries 
recently, even helping to smuggle two peo¬ 
ple out of Poland. One made it,* the other 
— apprehended in London — disap¬ 
peared when the London embassy discov¬ 
ered his plans. 

“Bad News For Boris” (Jan. ’83) does 
not illustrate a bulletproof vest worn by 
Russian soldiers. It is simply a padded and 
insulated garment worn underneath other 
clothing for warmth. The Russian soldier 
does not wear armor protective clothing. 
He considers it quite sissified. You and 
your editorial writer were snookered. 

Russian armament is of poor quality. I 
doubt that any of their missiles or rockets 

Continued on page 92 
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S PRINGFIELD Armory, Dept. SOF, 
420 West Main Street, A Yard, 
Geneseo, IL 61254, is building BM-59 
rifles on re-machined receivers supplied 
by Beretta. Made to Italian Army specifi¬ 
cations — with the exception of a selec¬ 
tive-fire switch — a Springfield BM-59 is 
one of my favorite competition pieces. 

These BM-59 rifles are offered stan¬ 
dard with tricompensator, bipod, gre¬ 
nade sights, fold-down winter trigger and 
rubber butt plate with storage area for 
cleaning tools. All parts are made of 
strong steel forgings and the machine- 
work is such that current and future 
weapons cannot hope to equal it. 

Since 1 heard of problems with the 
Beretta BM-62, 1 gave the Springfield Ar¬ 
mory model a careful test to determine 
accuracy and reliability. 1 gave it a com¬ 
plete shooting workout, and found the 
BM-59 a joy to shoot. 

While reliable, weapon accuracy varied 
with ammo to an unusual degree. It is 
clear that the BM-59/BM-62 rifle design 
is very ammunition-sensitive. With stan¬ 
dard-grade 7.62 NATO M-80 ball ammo 
groups were not always pleasing. When 
match-grade or hand-loaded .308 
rounds were used, the accuracy was most 
acceptable. It seems that with quality am¬ 
mo, the BM-59 or the BM-62 will pro¬ 
duce nice tight groups. 

For comparison 1 tried the excellent 
Springfield Armory MIA as well as a 
.308 Ml Garand with M-80 ball ammo. 
Shooting 10-shot groups at 100 yards, 
both weapons delivered two- to three- 
inch groups regularly. When the same 
was tried with my BM-59, the group size 
was nearly always twice as large. 1 
assume that the stock bedding and barrel 
node are such that the BM-59/62s sim¬ 
ply do not perform well with M-80 ball. 

When Ml 18 Match ball ammo was 
used, the BM-59 shot very respectable 
groups. With Mex Match (Lake City Ml 18 
Match 7.62 NATO with the issue bullet 
replaced with Sierra Match King), the 
BM-59 produced excellent 100- and 
200-yard groups. 1 must be honest and ad¬ 
mit that l am not an expert rifleman, and 
rarely turn out those fine groups so often 
publicized by other gun journalists. When 
using iron sights on a stock rifle, 1 know 
what 1 can and cannot do. With good am¬ 
mo the BM-59 will get the job done. 

Since the best features of the Garand 
rifle are part of the BM-59 design, one 
gets the benefit of excellent sights, ideal 
trigger, positive safety and magazine 
catch (both ambidextrous), shooting 
comfort and handling characteristics sec¬ 
ond to none. 

Unlike the Beretta BM-62 which has a 
short muzzle cap that does little to reduce 
muzzle blast or flash, the BM-59 tricom¬ 
pensator is very effective. It is available 
from Springfield Armory, and can be 
fitted to any BM-62. 

The BM-59 has a fine, light bipod 
mounted on the gas cylinder. The gas 
cylinder’s attachment to the barrel caused 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 


Ken Hackathorn 


Springfield’s Latest — 
Picky But Practical 





-v 


Finely machined Italian descendant of 
Garand above average 100-meter group 
with Ml 18 Match ball. Photo: Ken 
Hackathorn 


some small change in elevation when the 
bipod was used, raising groups about 
three inches at 100 yards. 

A complete stock of spare parts for the 
BM-59 is available from Springfield Ar¬ 


mory and the Beretta BM-62 may be 
converted to BM-59 configuration at 
Springfield Armory. Owners of either 
weapon can stock up on spare magazines 
or buy paratroop folding stocks, ART- 
scope mounts, bipods or original Beretta 
bayonets from Springfield. 

The BM-59 is not only a fine rifle, it’s a 
practical investment, since these guns are 
the last examples of Beretta’s best 7.62 
NATO paramilitary firearm.^ 
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^ Standard Aviator Glasses 
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Only 
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To order your U.S. Optics M sunglasses, send check or money order 
to U.S. Optics, rM Dept. 841, F.O. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in Card # and Exp. Date. 

FREE — limited time only —deluxe velour-lined case with each pair of 
glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). Dealer inquiries invited. 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252-0703. 


Visa or Master Charge # 


Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City 


Slate * Zip | 


Add Postage, Handling and Insurance 

$1.00 per pair $. 

Total $. 


Free case with each pair. 


NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap imitations. These glasses are 
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IT HAPPENED 
TO ME 

Close 
Counts 


by J. Peeff 

as told to M.L. Jones 



On 15 September 1968 J. Peeff was a 
21-year-old Army first lieutenant assigned 
as an adviser to the 18th Division Intelli¬ 
gence and Reconnaissance Company , 
ARVN (Army of the Republic of Viet¬ 
nam), operating in Vietnam *s III Corps . 
As he tells it: 

W E were returning from a five-day 
mission to locate a Viet Cong (VC) 
base camp near Long Thahn. The VC 
defector (Chieu Hoi) whom Division had 
assigned to us as a guide had kept us going 
in circles — I finally requested and got 


permission to terminate the mission. 

We broke jungle and hit the road, head¬ 
ing for the prearranged pickup point. It 
was nearly noon, hot and dusty; everyone 
was tired and wanted to get back to our 
base camp at Xuan Loc. 

As we approached a small Popular 
Forces outpost at a sharp bend in the 
road, I noticed someone standing in chest- 
tall elephant grass to our right about 15 
meters away. He held something brown; 1 
assumed it was an Ml carbine, the most 
common Popular Force weapon. 

Suddenly, we came under intense small- 
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for identifying the loca¬ 
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point accuracy. Right 
through the lenses. Un¬ 
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arms fire and I found myself with a half- 
dozen ARVNs in a ditch to the left of the 
road. The fire seemed to be coming from 
the other side so I yelled not to fire to our 
front because I’d seen a friendly about 15 
meters away. I was answered by screams 
and moans; we were taking casualties as 
enemy fire increased. 

An ARVN platoon leader screamed: 
‘‘No friendlies, only VC in front,” and 
raised up to fire. He was cut down im¬ 
mediately. I sprayed the area in front of us 
as fast as 1 could change magazines, but 
the tall grass obscured any real targets. I 
grabbed one of my two grenades, pulled 
the pin and prepared to throw it as best I 
could, lying prone. (To stand up and 
heave it “Hollywood style” would have 
guaranteed a trip home in a body bag.) 

I had forgotten my rucksack. As my 
arm went back to throw, the pack strap 
slid down my shoulder onto my arm and 
caught it, impeding its forward motion. 

The grenade blooped about five meters 
in front of me with an ear-shattering ex¬ 
plosion. I was pelted with dirt but (luck¬ 
ily) no fragments. 

I pulled the quick-release on the pack 
strap and grabbed my last grenade. With 
the ruck off and my arm free, 1 was able 
to throw it quite far. The enemy fire 
seemed to slacken. 

My ARVN counterpart yelled for an as¬ 
sault. We arose almost as one, moving 
forward, firing into the tall grass. I 
tripped over something but picked myself 
up and kept going. 

The VC finally withdrew and we re¬ 
turned to the road to regroup and take 
care of our casualties. I looked down — 
and discovered that I had tripped over a 
dead VC, who was lying 12 feet in front of 
my position in the ditch. He evidently had 
been the lookout who gave the signal to 
spring the ambush. 

My first grenade, the blooper caused by 
my pack strap, had got him just in time. 
His right arm was twisted grotesquely 
behind his back — and it still clutched a 
Chicom grenade,^ 


I F you have a personal adventure 
for ‘7/ Happened to Me” or "I 
Was There, ” triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P. O, Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306, Attn: ML. Jones. All 
stories should be 500 words or less . 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights . Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision , although their content 
and theme will not be changed . 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful, Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story . Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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solutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3". 

#90002 with alligator clip hook-up $29.95 
#TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29,95 


GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO KNIFE 

Made in Sheffield, England. Complete with metal 
tipped leather sheath. 

#22279 . $24.95 

U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 1“ parker- 
ized blade with heavy-duty leather sheath. 

#5684 $15.95 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE 5" saw-back 
parkerized blade. Complete with leather sheath, 
thong and sharpening stone. 

#5733 . $14.95 

KA-BAR 25TH ANNIVERSARY U.S.M.C. FIGHT¬ 
ING KNIFE Stamped U.S.M.C. and with thB au¬ 
thentic KA-BAR Olean, NY Trademark. Complete 
with genuine leather sheath. 

#02-1217 $29.95 


BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKET 

Available in Sizes: 

S, M,.L, XL. 



S.W.A.T. COMBAT 
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 
FOR YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell 
capacity to 7 (18" or longer bbls.) 8 (20" or 
longer bbls.), or 10 (26" or longer bbls ). Made 
for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 5-A. Installs easily without alteration. 
Now used by the FBI, Secret Service, etc. Include 
make, model and gauge when ordering. 

7 OR 8 SHOT MODEL . $22.00 

10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 

Browning 5-A) $36.00 


G.L SHOTGUN 

CARTRIDGE 

POUCH 


Holds twelve shotgun shells. O.D. green nylon 
with belt loops. Two snap closures. 

#10021 . ... .$ 4.95 



V 




10160 

10052 

10053 
10084 
100B2 
10000 
90012 


10098 

33261 

11207 

1122 

1130 

1121 


NEW! 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

G.l. Lensatic Compass W/Case $29.95 
U.S. .45 Belt Holster, Black . $19.95 
U.S. M-7 Shoulder Holster $19.95 
M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag $49.95 
G.l. Anglehead Flashlight $ 4.95 
G.l. .30 Cal. Ammo Can $ 5.95 
Peerless Military Police 

Handcuffs. $21.95 

10096 G.l. O.D. Plastic Canteen $1.95 
G.l. Nylon Canteen Cover $ 6.95 
Commando Nylon Wallet, Camo $ 7.95 
U.S.A.F. Sunglasses W/Case $24.95 
G.l. 0.0. T-Shirt, S, M, L, XL . $ 3.50 
Camouflage T-Shirt, S, M, L, XL $ 5.95 
U.S.A.F. L-2B Flight Jacket- 
Lightweight Issue. Sizes; 

S, M, L,XL $39.95 

1140 U.SAF. MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket- 
Medium Weight Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Available in Sage Green, Camo, Black $39.95 
1030 Jungle Combat Boots, Sizes: 6-13 
No Half Sizes. Specify Reg. 
or Wide $49.95 

10008 U.S.M.C. Camouflage Poncho $29.95 

10009 Camouflage Poncho Liner $29.95 

1104 New U.S. Army Woodland Pattern Camo 

Fatigues. "BOU'S” Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
Pants-$25.00 Jacket-S25.00. 

Vietnam Combat Harness Assembly 
Contains: Nylon Suspenders, 1st Aid 
Case, Plastic Canteen & Cover, Intrenching 
Tool Carner, 2-M-16 30-RD. Mag Pouches, 
Nylon Pistol Belt-Specify Medium or Large. 
10172R-Medium 1Q172L-Large $39.95 

'All items are new, genuine, not 
import junk! Do not be fooled t 
cheap, inferior imports! 


kr 


not A 



#11000 (S), #11001 (M), 

#11002 (L), #11003 
(XL) O.D. GREEN $49.95 
#11046 (S), #11047 (M), 

#11040 (L), #11049 
(XL) WDODLAND 
CAMOUFLAGE . $49.95 
#11030 (S), #11031 (M), #11032 (L), #11033 
(XL) Original G.l. M-B5 Cold Weather 
Liners . $16.95 


BARNETT 

“IMP” 

PISTOL 

CROSSBOW 


For indoor/outdaor target shooting. Extremely 
fast prod propels bolt accurately for consider¬ 
able distance. Micro-adjustable sights, aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. Comes with two 
6 '/4" target bolts. 

IPX . ... $49.95 



CLIPS & 
POUCHES 


#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot, G.l. 

#33008 AM5/M-16/AR-18 

40-shot steel. $24.95 

#33000 20-shot for Mini-14 , $ 9.95 

#33002 30-shot for Mini-14 $12.95 

#33003 40-shot for Mini-14 . . $24.95 

#33010 Browning Hi-Power 9mm pistol. 

13-shot . , $15.00 

#33451 Colt .45 auto, 7-shot . $ 6.00 

#34515 Colt .45 auto, 11-shot . $15.00 

#33204 25-shot for 10/22 6 Rifle . . $24.95 
#30052 50-round drum magazine for 

Ruger 10/22®.$34.95 

#33215 Uzi mag, new condition, 9mm 
32-round $14.95 

#452M G.l. Pouch with 2 new G.l. 

Colt .45 mags . . $11.95 

#33002N 30-round Nickel Finish 

mag, for Mini-14* ... , $14.95 

#33000N 20-round Nickel Finish 

mag. for Mini-14* . $12.95 

MIN114 and 10/22 are registered trademarks 
of Sturm, Ruger & Co. 


BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


#30018 15-shot Magazine . $3.00 

#30020 30-shot Magazine . , $ 5.00 

#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip-(Clips 2-30 
shot clips together) . $ 5.95 

#30002 Sling and Oiler . . $ 3.95 

#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2-15 shot mags $ 1.95 

#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags $ 5.95 

#30010 Flash Hider $13.95 

#30006 Piston Nut Wrench . $ 3.95 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 

or tapping ...... $14.95 

#013 Carbines, Cal. 30 

Technical Manual . $ 5.95 

#70024 G.l. M-4 Carbine Bayonet 

W/MBA1 Scabbard $24.95 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook”, is the 
most sought after, heretofore impossible 
to obtain Army Manual. Includes reveal¬ 
ing chapters on: Improvised Explosives 
and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; Small 
Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets; Incendiary Devices; Fuses; Ignition 
& Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to man¬ 
ufacture Rocket Launchers. Pistols, Shot¬ 
guns. and Recoiless Rifles from easy to 
obtain materials and much, much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited Numta 
available! ORDER NOW! 

#BB $10.00 ppd. 


MIN114 ACCESSORIES 


#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to adjust 

windage & elevation $ 9.95 

#RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue 
#RM4 Flash Hider. Blue Steel. 

Installs in seconds 
#RM5 Stainless Steel Flash Hider 
#RM6 Extra Power Recoil Spring- 
Improves Feeding, reliability. 

Specify series 180,181.182 
#RM7 Ventilated Handguerd 
#LSP-18 Manual for Mini 14 


$ 9.95 

$14.95 

$19.95 


$ 4.95 
$13.50 
$ 2.95 





#M14S G.L Pouch with 3 new 30-shot mags 
for Mini-14 . , . $39.95 

#M16S G.l. Pouch with 3 new G.l. AR-15/M-16 
30-shot mags . $24.95 


W.W. I 

KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction-brass handle, 6" blade. Truly 
a collector’s item. Check local laws before order¬ 
ing. You must be over 21. 

#700918 . . $19.95 

BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL 
GRIP KIT 

The ultimate in firepower and shortness. 

Used extensively by Federal law enforcement of¬ 
ficers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip. For Rem 870, Marlin 
120, Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard 
Pump. Win. Mod. 12, and Ithica 37. 

(Please specify when ordering.) 

#RGK ..... ... $30.00 


BRITISH 
COMMANDO 
BATTLE 
JACKET 
LAST 
CALL! 

This attractive 
jacket is Brand 
New govern¬ 
ment surplus. 

A lightweight 
rugged, all¬ 
purpose jacket 
made of O.D. 
color, denim. 

May never be 

available again. Sizes; S, M, L. 

•Please send height, chest and waist measure¬ 
ments for an exact fit. 

#BCBJ Only $14.95 



KHAKI MILITARY 
WRIST WATCH 



Built to strict Mil-Spec, stand¬ 
ards by Hamilton Watch Com¬ 
pany. Water-resistant, shock- 




resistant, anti-magnetic, 24 hour 
dial-bright luminous dial, stain¬ 
less steel case & back with 
subdued non-glare finish, vibra¬ 
tion resistant, 17 jewel move¬ 
ment, special "Hack” feature, 
1 year warranty. Comes with 
0 .0. and khaki strap. 

HWK-1__ $49.95 



ORDERING INFORMATION: Fill out coupon or separate sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or order will be delayed, BA. MC, may call 800-323-3233. 
Minimum phone order $25 00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-766-1150. PARELLEX CORPORATION, 1285 Mark St.. Bensenville, III. 60106. For questions 
or information call 312-766-1150. © 1983 PARELLEX CORP. Order toll“free. 800~323’3233 for Visa-Mastercard orders. 


Mail to: PRRELLEX 3 

XCORPORATION 

Please send following: 

QTY. NUMBER 


1285 Mark St., Bensenville, III. 60106 Dept, ds 


DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


□ SEND CATALOG 

□ CHARGE TO MY 
Illinois Residents 
Include 5.25% Sales Tax 

NAME_ 


□ Check Enclosed SHIPPING 

□ Visa/Bankamerica Card TOTAL 


□ Money Order 

□ Mastercard 

I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I I II 11 □ 


$2.00 


EXP. DATE [ 


ADDRESS _ 
CITY_ 


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 


.PHONE. 


NEW 1983 FULL-COLOR CATALOG $1.00. FREE WITH ORDER. 
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IN 

REVIEW 



KOREA: The Untold Story of the War. 
By Joseph C. Goulden. Times Books, 
Dept. SOF, Three Park Ave., New York, 
NY 10016. 1982. 700 pp. 16 pp. of 
photographs with Index, Notes and 
Sources. $22.50. Review by Bob Poos. 

T HERE were very few heroes in high 
places in the Korean War, as most 
veterans with any knowledge of the times 
can confirm. Two can be named here, and 
that just about takes care of the list: Mat¬ 
thew Ridgway and Marine Corps Gen. 
Oliver P. Smith. Matthew Ridgway forged 
a first-rate Army out of a broken, de¬ 
feated rabble, and those who survived the 
breakout (it was not a retreat) from the 
Chosen Reservoir owe Smith their lives 
and they know it. 

The others — Acheson, Truman, Mac- 
Arthur, MacArthur’s Chief-of-Staff Al¬ 
mond — all come away with serious flaws 
in character and behavior in Joseph Goul- 
den’s book, Korea: The Untold Story of 
the War. Goulden’s sources include the 
heretofore unpublished personal papers 
of Gen. Ridgway as well as mountains of 
classified documents unearthed by the 
author, who employed the Freedom of In¬ 
formation Act. 

Acheson had indicated in a speech that 
the United States really didn’t consider 
Korea very important to our geopolitical 
strategic policy. He should have been 
sharply aware of the fact that the Soviets 
considered Korea vitally important. 

Truman, proud of his knowledge of his¬ 
tory and world affairs, knew little of this 
particular part of the world. Furthermore, 
always fiercely proud of his Midwestern 
individuality, toughness and decisive char¬ 
acter — remember “The Buck Stops 
Here” — he remained almost slavishly de¬ 
voted to Acheson’s advice in this war, 
which came close to seeing tactical nuclear 
weapons used for the first time. And 
Acheson could range from a flaming 
Hawk to a cowering Dove. Both were 
blissfully unaware that the American mili¬ 
tary was too weak, poorly trained and in¬ 
adequately armed to be launched on such 
a global adventure, right in the teeth of a 
Soviet war machine that was just the op¬ 
posite in all respects. 


MacArthur had years before (it is 
revealed here for the first time) displayed 
disturbing signs of mental instability. A 
onetime aide, then Lt. (later Brig. Gen.) 
Thomas Jefferson Davis, had talked pri¬ 
vately, describing strange scenes Mac¬ 
Arthur played in Davis’s company. Prior 
to World War II, MacArthur, then Army 
Chief-of-Staff, was fond of inviting Davis 
to his quarters, producing a loaded 
revolver, holding it — cocked — to his 
temple and threatening to pull the trigger 
because he feared “failure” — at what he 
wouldn’t say. He would relax only after 
lengthy periods of overweening praise by 
the lieutenant who would assure him that 
he was too valuable an asset for the coun¬ 
try to lose. 

And MacArthur, said Davis, was fond 
of inviting flocks of Baltimore whores to 
his quarters, praising their looks and 
charm, and then, when they responded, 
viciously insulting them. “He never 
screwed one,” said Davis. 

The Joint Chiefs were aware of MacAr¬ 
thur’s peculiarities during the Korean War 
but remained in fear of this weird General 
of the Armies. “He treated us like a 
bunch of kids,” said Gen. Omar Bradley, 
JCS chairman. 



UNTOLD 
STORY 
OF THE 
WAR 


Joseph C. 
Goulden 


MacArthur did conceive the brilliant 
Inchon landing that temporarily won the 
Korean War. But he could not have 
achieved his success had he not been fur¬ 
nished the Finest tool ever given to a 
general commanding a hazardous am¬ 
phibious operation: the magnificent First 
Marine Division. 

This experienced amphibious unit was 
composed of a blend of regulars, who had 
been in the Corps when the war started, 
and hastily-called-up inactive reserves, 
veterans to a man of the Pacific fighting. 
They didn’t need any seasoning in battle. 
The regulars got theirs when they went as 
the First Provisional Brigade to the Pusan 
Perimeter, the lone, tiny chunk of South 
Korea remaining in South Korean and 
U.S. control. 

At Pusan, the Marine Brigade arrived 
when the U.S. Army was about to be 


placed on the endangered-species list and 
then rendered a large hand in helping pre¬ 
vent it from becoming extinct. Even be¬ 
fore this crisis had totally ended, the Ma¬ 
rines were withdrawn, fleshed out by the 
reserves. It was unfair, even unrea¬ 
sonable, to ask these men to place them¬ 
selves in such terrible jeopardy for the sec¬ 
ond time in five years — but to a man they 
did it. What was accomplished at Inchon 
is now, of course, history. 

And it was probably the finest hour in 
MacArthur’s career — the longest in U.S. 
military history. This success was terribly 
blemished when he lost his nerve after 
more than 10 Communist Chinese divi¬ 
sions raged across the Yalu River, virtual¬ 
ly destroying the UN command, except 
for the First Marine Division. 

South Korean President Syngman Rhee 
is depicted here as a xenophobic ancient, 
lapsing — sometimes at his own conve¬ 
nience — into muttering senility. But 
nevertheless he was clever — and tough — 
enough to extort from a timid U.S. leader¬ 
ship $24 billion in foreign aid, plus 52,246 
KIA, some 30,000 of them after peace 
talks began. The only solution Truman 
advanced to Rhee’s intransigence was a 
plot to have the CIA kill him and replace 
the old man with a more tractable puppet. 

President Dwight David Eisenhower 
did ultimately obtain a truce by threaten¬ 
ing to employ tactical nuclear weapons 
against the Chinese who were by then in 
full command of the communist side al¬ 
though under strict Soviet guidance. But 
Eisenhower’s final terms were the same as 
those proferred by Truman two years 
earlier. Truman had steadfastly declared 
throughout the war that he would not use 
these weapons — but he had them all 
ready for quick assembly aboard U.S. car¬ 
riers off the Korean coast. 

Truman did finally manage to screw up 
his nerve and relieve MacArthur after the 
latter had repeatedly disobeyed or cleverly 
skirted orders and directives and begun 
babbling about “laying a radiation belt 
across Manchuria.” How Truman man¬ 
aged to accomplish this feat is revealed 
here for the first time. 

Up to now, there have been only two 
other major, serious works on the Korean 
War: Robert Leckie’s Conflict , and 
Korea: This Kind of War by T.R. Fehren- 
bach. Leckie’s book is disappointing — a 
dull, dry, historical account of the war’s 
developments. Fehrenbach’s book is more 
readable. This infantry unit commander 
in Korea tells the story from the fighting 
soldier and Marine’s point of view with in¬ 
terpretation that does not intrude. 

But Korea: The Untold Story of the 
War is much more definitive than Leckie’s 
or Fehrenbach’s books. One chapter, 
“The CIA Comes of Age,” appears on 
page 22 in this issue of SOF. Every chap¬ 
ter should be read by all SOF readers, in¬ 
cluding those who are only remotely in¬ 
terested in this subject. 

SOF Executive Editor Bob Poos served 
as a rifleman with the 1st Marine Division 
during the Korean War . *** 
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GET ALL THE EXPLOSIVE NEW EXECUTIONER NOVELS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR! 

You won’t want to miss a single one of these exciting new action- 
adventures, And you don’t have to! Just fill out and mail the coupon at 
right, and we’ll enter your name in the Executioner Home Subscription 
Plan. You’ll then receive four brand-new action-packed books every 
other month, delivered right to your home! You’ll get two Mack Bolan 
novels, one Able Team book and one Phoenix Force. No need 
to worry about sellouts at the bookstore...you’ll receive the latest 
books by mail as soon as they come off the 
presses. And there’s no extra charge for 
the convenience of home delivery! 

You’ll get four enthralling action novels 
every other month, featuring all three of the 
exciting series included in the Executioner 
library. Mail the coupon today to start your 
adventure. 

v 


Mack Bolan returns with two awesome 
freedom-fighting squads-and 

you can have their all-new 
explosive adventures 
delivered right to your home! 

Mack Bolan learned his deadly skills in Vietnam, where he 
was dubbed “The Executioner;’ Then he put his talents to 
work back home in the States, destroying the Mafia in a 
blazing one-man war. 

Now there are new threats to freedom—crazed kid¬ 
nappers, rampaging murderers, bloodthirsty terrorists. So 
Mack Bolan is back...and he wants you to join him in his 
brand-new action-adventures! Follow the Executioner as 
he battles the enemies of democracy, with help from some 
high-powered avengers: Able Team—Bolan’s famous 
Death Squad from Vietnam—now reborn to battle urban 
savagery too brutal and volatile for regular law enforce¬ 
ment. And Phoenix Force—five extraordinary warriors 
handpicked by Bolan to fight the dirtiest of anti-terrorist 
wars around the world. 

In the forefront is Mack Bolan himself, the Executioner, 
waging his single-handed war on the enemies of justice 
and freedom wherever they hide. 

Fight alongside these three courageous forces for 
freedom in all-new pressure-packed novels! Travel to the 
jungles of South America, the scorching sands of the 
Sahara desert, and the desolate mountains of Turkey. 

You’ll feel the pressure and excitement building page 
after page, with non-stop action that keeps you enthralled 
until the explosive conclusion! Yes, Mack Bolan and his 
avengers are living large, .and they’ll fight against all 
odds to protect our way of life! 


MACK BOLAN BUMPER STICKER 


When we receive your 
coupon we'll send you four explosive 
Executioner novels and, absolutely FREE, a 
Mack Bolan “Live Large" bumper sticker! This 
large, colorful bumper sticker will look great on 
your car, your bulletin board, or anywhere else 
you want people to know that you like to "live 
large.” 

You are under no obligation to buy any¬ 
thing—because your first four books come on a 
10-day free trial! If you’re not thrilled with these 
four exciting books, just return them to us and 
owe nothing. The bumper sticker is yours to 
keep, FREE! 

Don’t miss a single one of these great 
novels...mail the coupon now while you’re think¬ 
ing about it. And get the Mack Boian bumper 
sticker FREE as our gift! 

Gold Eagle Reader Service 
A Division of Worldwide Library 
1440 South Priest Drive 
Tempe. Arizona 85281 


MACK BOLAN 
WHEN YOU JOIN OUR HOME SUBSCRIPTION PLAN. 

Mail to: Gold Eagle Reader Service, A Division of Worldwide Library, 

1440 South Priest Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85281 

Yes, please send me my first four Executioner novels, and include my FREE Mack Boian bumper 
sticker as a gift. These first four books are mine to examine free for 10 days. If f am not entirely 
satisfied with these books, I will return them within 10 days and owe nothing. If I decide to keep 
them, l will pay just $1.95 per book (total $7.80). I will then receive the four new Executioner novels 
every other month as soon as they come off the presses, and will be billed the same low price of 
$7.80 per shipment. I understand that each shipment will contain two Mack Bolan novels, one Able 
Team and one Phoenix Force. There are no shipping and handling or any other hidden charaes. 

I may cancel this arrangement at any time, and the bumper sticker is mine to keep as a FREE gift, 
even if t do not buy any additional books. 166-GMM-PAAy 


Name 

(please print) 


Address 


Apt. No. 

City 

State 

Zip 

Signature 

(If under 18, parent or guardian must sign.) 



This offer limited to one order per household. We reserve the right to exercise discretion in granting 
membership. If price changes are necessary, you will be notified. Offer expires November 30,1S83 

Canadian orders should be mailed to Gold Eagle Reader Service, A Division of Worldwide Library 
649 Ontario Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 6W2. 


KHH F ORCES WITH THE EXECUTIONER 
^■AND HIS NEW AVENGERS! 
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B ELTS are a common means of sup¬ 
plying ammunition to a machine 
gun. As considerable energy is required to 
lift the belt onto the feed tray and extract 
the cartridges from it, its use has usually 
been restricted to rifle-caliber weapons. In 
many cases, the reciprocating bolt sup¬ 
plies the energy to operate a series of 
pawls that drag the belt through the gun. 
The pawls, usually attached to a feed 
slide, alternately pull and then hold the 
belt while the feed slide moves in concert 
with the bolt. 

The first belts were made of cotton 
fabric and were used on both Browning’s 
Colt Model 1895 machine gun (the so- 
called “potato digger”) and Hiram Max¬ 
im’s Model 1893 gun. The Colt belt held 
100 rounds. The Maxim had a 250-round 
belt with metal spacers between each 
round and a long metal tab every fifth 
round. This tab was a positioner for 
holding the belt in place within the ammo 
box. Without it, belts tended to creep for¬ 
ward and rounds would slip out — the 
early Maxim belts were manufactured 
with a loose fit for easy hand-reloading in 
the field. 

The early Vickers belts were of the 
Maxim type, but later ones were of all¬ 
cloth construction. They were cheaper to 
fabricate, but difficult to reload under 
field conditions (they were not intended 
for re-use). Cloth belts, in 100- or 
250-round lengths, for the Browning 
M1917A1 and M1919A4/A6 machine 
guns are best reloaded with the belt-loader 
machine made for this purpose. 

With the advent of World War I, the 
Vickers machine gun was soon adapted to 
aircraft. Fabric belts were unacceptable as 
the empty end of the belt invariably flew 
back into the pilot’s face or became en¬ 
tangled somewhere on the plane. The me¬ 
tallic-link disintegrating belt solved the 
problem. It was invented in 1917 by Wil¬ 
liam de Courcey Prideaux. As each round 
was extracted, the link would separate 
from the belt and fall into a canvas bag. 

Metallic-link disintegrating belts remain 
the prevailing type, and are used with all 
the Browning machine guns in U.S. ser¬ 
vice. In the form of the M13 link, they are 
found in the M60 and FN MAG general- 
purpose machine guns (GPMGs). 

The Germans popularized use of the 
non-disintegrating metallic belt during 
World War II. Known as the Gurt 33, it 
was developed for use in the MG-34/42 
weapons series. Its only apparent advan¬ 
tage is its ability to reload a non- 
disintegrating belt more readily in the 
field. The Gurt 33 link has a locating tab 
which snaps into the extractor groove of 
the cartridge. The Soviet RPD belt is a 
spin-off on the Gurt 33, and, although 
disintegrating, the U.S. M13 link is also 
patterned after the German style. 

Over a long period of use, metallic belts 
induce greater wear on the feed system of 
the gun than do fabric ones. However, 
this negligible side effect was not a 
primary design parameter. 


FULL AUTO 

MGs Belt ’Em Out 



Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



Cloth belts: Left to right, Vickers, late issue; 
Browning, WWIl vintage; Maxim ’08 belt 
(note metal spacers and positioner tab). 



Non-disintegrating metallic link belts. Top: 
MG-34/42 (Gurt 33) with starter tab. 
Bottom: Soviet RPD. Both types are push- 
through design. 



Left: unusual British Besa tank machine-gun 
combination cloth-and-meta) belt. Right: 
rigid feed strip, or “charger,” of Hotchkiss 
machine gun. 



Disintegrating metallic links. Left: M13 push- 
through links for M60 and FN MAG 
GPMGs, Center: Browning M1917A1 and 
M19I9A4/A6 links. Right: first disintegrating 
links, the Prideaux patent for Vickers MG. 
Latter two are pull-out types. 


All belts, depending on the weapon’s 
operating principles, are either “pull-out” 
or “push-through” systems. In the 
Browning, Maxim and Vickers machine 
guns, the cartridge is pulled out of the rear 
of the belt. In the MG-34/42, RPD, M60, 
FN MAG, M73 and M85, the round is 
pushed through forward out of the belt. 
While the push-through method is theo¬ 
retically more efficient, both work and 
this difference is not a major consid¬ 
eration in evaluating machine-gun design. 
The Soviets still seem to prefer the pull¬ 
out method, which works at its best with 
rimmed cartridge cases. 

The British Besa tank machine gun 
utilized an unusual combination cloth- 
and-metal belt. Quite possibly another 
English attempt at the best of all possible 
worlds, it was a push-through type. 

A contemporary of the Maxim and 
Browning guns, the Hotchkiss machine 
gun used a rigid feed strip, called a 
“charger” by the French. In the earliest 
examples of this tray-like arrangement, 
the holder of each round was articulated, 
looking like a flexible belt. Individual ar¬ 
ticulation was quite expensive, so later 
versions had it after every three to four 
rounds. Eventually, rigid 30-round metal 
strips were adopted. 

The most peculiar adaptation of the 
Hotchkiss feed strip is found on the 
Italian Breda Model 37 medium machine 
gun. This gun used a flat tin tray of 20 
rounds, which was fed “rounds down” 
into the weapon. When the empty case 
was extracted from the chamber, it was 
put back into the tray. After the 20 rounds 
were fired, the entire tray holding all 20 
empty cases fell out on the right side of 
the gun! Ingenious, but completely absurd 
unless a neat battlefield is important. 

Finally, most belts incorporate a starter 
tab, either integrally or as a separate but 
attachable piece. This is merely a metal 
strip which can be pulled across the feed 
tray so the gun may be loaded with the top 
cover down and locked. 

Belts have been with us from the begin¬ 
ning and most machine guns continue to 
need one.^ 
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ASSAULT' 
5YSTE1TIS 


Tough! 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, 
JM super K-Kote waterproofed. 1" foam 
padding protects weapon, nylon thread 
-double stitched at seams, military spec, 
welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK 
lockable zipper, 2" nylon web carrying handle 
and detachable adjustable padded shoulder strap, 
hook and loop compartment closures. Unconditionally 
guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam Leaf 
Camouflage...and weapon. 


#ARC Assault Rifle Case. Customized for all Assauft Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside Mag pouches plus compartment 
for handgun, scope, bipod, etc. S65 


Pistol 

Cases 


#SMGC 
|PP^ Submachine 
Gun Case. 
For UZI, Ingram Mac 
fr 10 & 11. 6 Outside Mag 
pouches plus handgun and 
accessories compartment. S60 


#SWC Special Weapons Case. 
33\ 40” and 48" length models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weapons. Outside 
compartments for handgun, ammo, knives 
and accessories S65 


V4" Foam padded, full 
opening, lockable, waterproofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10" S11.50; 
#P12 12" $13; #P14 14" S14.50; 
#P20 20 SI6. 


#HN45 

Military 

Shoulder 

Holster 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura I PS 

nylon, super K-Kote water: 

proofed, military spec. 

black D rings and hardware, 

nylon YKK lockable zipper, B B 

2" nylon web carrying 

handle {except Escort and _ 

Diplomat Bags) and detach- 
able/adjustable padded 
shoulder strap. Folds 
flat for storage. Specify 

Black or Camouflage. X& 

A) #IB30 International 

Gear Bag (30Lx12Hx13W). 'Wm 

Top of the line and loaded 
with features! Dual inside 
zipper pockets and 
divider flap. 4 exterior 

zippered pockets. $129.95 ! 

B) #P027 Pro Gear Bag £ 9 

Big-carries all! One main 

compartment plus an outside zippered pouch. $70 

C) #MB22 Medium Gear Bag {22Lx10Hx12W). 

Perfect utility bag. One main compartment with 
inside zippered pouch. $45 


Stronger than leather, but allows gun 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible for A 
super comfort. Hook and loop closures £|» 
secure weapon. Washable-no mildew! 

Black only. Specify weapon and left or right. 


For* 

auto's 

and medium 
frame revolvers. 

Can be worn concealed 
or military style. Conforms 
to body shape-$35. For 
,6" BBL-S40. 


Belt Holster 
Assembly 


' / 2" Nylon web belt 

HF with Fastek quick* 

release buckle holds 
ballistic nylon holster 
for all .45 and 9mm auto’s, 
and flapped double mag. pouch. 
#BH Holster $35* #WB Belt 
$16.75. #MP Mag. Pouch $10. 
#BHA Complete Assembly $60. 
. *For6" BBL-add $5. 


#SHC 

Concealable J 
Shoulder Holster 
Fits any gun. £ 
Elastic back A 
strap allows j/ 
free arm 
move- j/ 
ment. / 

$40 / 


#AH 

Ankle 

Holster 


E) #DCB Diplomat Bag 
(17Lx10Hx9W). Big capacity 
many features. Padded 
bottom and walls, dual 
outside flap compartments 
on one side, envelope com¬ 
partment on other. S71.50 


D) #FB14 Flight Bag 
(14Lx11Hx9W). Our best 
gear bag. Ideal airline 
carry-on size. One main 
compartment plus an 
outside zippered pouch. 
$45 


F) #ECB Escort Bag 
(11Lx9Hx6W). Small shoulder 
bag with padded bottom and 
walls. One main compart¬ 
ment plus an outside 
zippered pocket. Ideal 
for cameras. S45.00 


For 

^ voIve rs 

BPlP^ 'and small auto's. 
Rubber padding over 
^ v ankle area. Nylon breathes 
-no sweat buildup. Black only. S30 


Also available: Black nylon baseball hat with A/S Logo. S6.95 • Nylon Tri-fold Wallet with A/S Logo, black or camouflage. $7.95 • Garment 
Bag (matches other A S Gear Bags) 3-suit size, black or camouflage. $66.75 • Security Pouch, similar to our Ankle Holster shown above, but 
carries money, credit cards or valuables, black only $24.50. • Send $2.00 for complete Assault Systems catalog-free with order. 


Please send me the following: 


/ Plus S3 per order for postage \ 

' (Canada and Hawaii $5). \ 

MasterCard, Visa. AmEx, Money i 
Order, Check or C.O.D.—merch held 
for clearance of checks not certified. 

Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept, letterhead. , 
i LAW ENFORCEMENT & 

\ DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED / 


Bill my: □ Master Card □ Visa 3 AmEx 

Exp. Date- Card #_ 

Name_ 

Add ress__ 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC. \ 

826 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 \ 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

.MISSOURI RESIDENTS: 1-314-343-3575 . 
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EDITORIAL 


You’re The NRA-Take Control Of It 


by Robert K. Brown 


N ATIONAL Rifle Association life members 
and annual members with five years’ seniori¬ 
ty will have the opportunity to regain control of 
“their” organization at the NRA meetings 6-9 May 
1983 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Why is it necessary for eligible members to take 
back “their” organization? 

Because it is clear to many members that the 
NRA no longer represents what many of us, partic¬ 
ularly the Federation for the NRA (FFNRA) mem¬ 
bers, believe in. Most NRA members belong just 
because the NRA and the ILA have opposed 
restrictive gun laws. 

Under the NRA’s current leadership, there has 
been little serious effort to challenge the people and 
organizations who want to take our guns — and no 
effort at all to overturn restrictive gun laws en¬ 
acted recently. 

But isn’t the NRA’s purpose to defend our 
“right to bear arms” and guarantee our rights to 
the private ownership of weapons? 

C ERTAINLY it is, but it’s becoming increas¬ 
ingly difficult to believe that the NRA leader¬ 
ship, particularly Harlon Carter, believes this — 
based on NRA actions in the last few years. 

What has happened is that Carter and other 
NRA leaders decided that the NRA could best hold 
the line against future gun restrictions by toning 
down the NRA’s image as a conservative bastion, 
the last hope of gun owners. 

It appears that Carter et al. thought that, by fol¬ 
lowing a policy of detente in its relationship with 
media and liberal politicians, it could prevent any 
further erosion of gun owners’ rights. 

The NRA’s detente policy was not totally unsuc¬ 
cessful. It has managed to hold the line, although 
the NRA’s handling of the McClure-Volkmer bill 
was less than effective and its contribution against 
California’s Proposition 15 was not as significant 
as the anti-gun nuts would have us believe. 

The reason for the NRA’s deterioration is that 
the Old Guard detente became the end, not a 
means to an end. The NRA leadership appears to 
be enjoying the chance to hobnob with Washing¬ 
ton politicians so much that it has quit listening to 
its membership, and has forgotten what it set out 
to do in the first place. 

The clearest evidence of this loss of sight of the 
target is borne out by Carter’s firing of Neal Knox, 
formerly the head of the NRA’s Institute for Legis¬ 


lative Action, and by his pulling the plug on the 
toll-free legislative action line. 

Carter pulled the plug on the legislative action 
line — the fastest, easiest way for private members 
to reach the NRA lobbying office — because, 
frankly, he didn’t care what the average dues-payer 
had to say about NRA policy. 

Knox — who listened to the members and took 
on full-bore the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) bureau as well as anti-gun media and politi¬ 
cians — was axed by Carter so that the NRA could 
continue its tete-a-tete with people that most NRA 
members would detest. 

Knox, the nominal head of the informal 
FFNRA, spearheaded a successful movement for 
direct election of the executive vice-president of the 
NRA. That change made it possible for all life 
members to vote directly for the NRA’s most 
powerful officer. 

Knox did this to make the NRA more responsive 
to its membership and the Old Guard went along 
with it because they were afraid they were in danger 
of losing control of the Board of Directors. Throw¬ 
ing the election open to life members would enable 
the Old Guard to control the elections through 
American Rifleman and American Hunter, which 
report only the Old Guard position. 

But it didn’t work out that way. The FFNRA 
continued to make inroads in the Board of Direc¬ 
tors elections and suddenly the Old Guard saw the 
threat. So the Old Guard tried to disenfranchise 
you. Shooting Times has already reported that 
Carter offered FFNRA leaders a deal if they would 
champion restoration of the election of the ex¬ 
ecutive vice-president to the Board of Directors, 
which he still controls. Carter wanted control of 
that election enough to offer his resignation in ex¬ 
change for FFNRA support. 

Knox, who has always supported democratiza¬ 
tion of the NRA, was fired because he wouldn’t ac¬ 
cept Carter’s “deal.” 

What’s to be done? 

A T Scottsdale, the FFNRA will try to steer the 
l NRA from its “liberal fling” and back on 
target with new bylaws aimed at actively protecting 
your rights. 

Watch what the FFNRA does in Scottsdale and 
if you believe their platform best represents your 
ideas about the NRA’s future, vote with us.^ 
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Here’s something you don’t usually see in armor 
ads ... 

HARD FACTS 

A lot of armor makers seem bent on keeping you 
from knowing much about their products. We don’t 
see it that way. If you are going to stake your life 
on something, we think you need to know as much 
as possible about it. So read on. 

There are nine layers of 31 x 31 count, 1,000 denier, 
Zepel-D© treated Kevlar© 29 in each SILENT PART¬ 
NER© armor insert — exactly the style and weave 
of Kevlar recommended in the 1977 NILECJ study 
that set the national standard for police armor. A lot 
of manufacturers cut their cost by using some¬ 
thing less. 

We have one quarrel with that study. It says the 
most powerful round you need to worry about on 
the street is the .38 Spl. 158 gr. round-nose lead 
projectile. Since 20 percent of all police officers 
killed in the line of duty are shot with their own or 
their partner’s gun, that's not very realistic. 

Here’s a rogue’s gallery of rounds recovered from 
a standard nine-layer SILENT PARTNER insert un¬ 
der NILECJ test standards. (A more detailed report, 
covering the full range of rounds tested, comes with 
your armor.) 

Rem. 230 gr. .45 ACP FMC 
Velocity: 836 FPS 
No armor layers penetrated 

Wt/M 

Rem. 250 gr. .45 Long Colt LRN 
Velocity: 770 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


Rem. 210 gr. .41 Magnum LSWC 
Velocity: 994 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


Rem. 158 gr. .357 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1.151 FPS 
One layer penetrated 










Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 
Three layers penetrated 


Rem. 115 gr. 9mm Para. JHP 
Velocity: 1,161 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 


W/W 115 gr. 9mm Para. Silvertip 
Velocity: 1,190 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


S&W125 gr. .38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity: 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


W/W 40 gr. .22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 


CCI 32 gr. .22 LR Stinger 
Velocity: 1,283 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 


(ALL BULLETS PHOTOGRAPHED ON 1/8" GRID) 





FINALLY! Body armor so comfortable you can wear it all the 
time ... so effective it exceeds the federal government’s 
recommendation for standard police body armor . . . and so 
inexpensive our slogan is literally true — you can’t afford to 
be without it. 

This is serious armor — the same style and weave of Zepel©- 
treated Kevlar© recommended by the federal report that set 
the national standard for police body armor. But there is 12.5% 
more armor, front and back, in your SILENT PARTNER than 
that report recommended! 

SILENT PARTNER’S T-shirt design is unique. It’s the first suc¬ 
cessful combination of a comfortable cotton garment and first- 
rate flexible armor. You put on your SILENT PARTNER like an 
ordinary T-shirt. Armor and all, it weighs just 1.5 pounds! 

And at this price, it’s some of the cheapest life insurance you 
can buy! 



s Cl 

<| 95 

ONLY®* 

tl 


Four colors to choose from 




(JC) Jungle Camo (DC) Desert Camo (W) Undercover White (B) Ninja Black 


(Order your normal T-shirt size) 

S (34-36) 

M (38-40) 

L (42-44) 

XL (48-48) 


(1) Complete units: 

(shirt, front and back armor) 

@ $99 95 each 

Qty. 

















$ 


Color(s) 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 


(2) Extra T-shirt Carrier(s) 

<® $22.95 each 

Qty. 

















$ 

NAME 

Shipping and Handling 

$ 5.00 

6% Sale* Tax (La. res only) 

$ 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE 

TOTAL 

$ 


SIGNATURE 


CREDIT CARO No. 


'EXPIRATION DATE 


Q Check* 

□ C.CD. 

{CASH ONLY) 

0 Money Order 
0 VISA 
0 Mastercard 
Q Amex 


Silent Partner, Inc. 

230 LAFAYETTE ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 


Piuu4iew3»KJu for dc£fc ciwrlttf 


CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS! Get expedited shipment on VISA, 
Mastercard and American Express card orders by calling our 24-hour 
toll-free number: 


1-800-328-3890, Ext. 6028 

(CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE) 

For dealer or technical information, phone (504) 366-4851 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 

by Donna DuVall and John Metzger 








SOF’s Rick Venable was in the Angolan bush with Jonas Savimbi’s troops last 
December when three-way deal was worked out to exchange the two Russian 
prisoners (above with Savimbi’s Red Cross representatives) and another Russian 
captured by South Africans for Americans Gary Acker and Gus Grillo. There was also 
an exchange of some remains (Cubans for South Africans). The two above were pilots 
captured by Savimbi’s forces when their transport was shot down. Acker and Grillo 
were captured in 1976. Photo: Rick Venable 


T OO BAD, 

IVAN ... 

Israeli pianes bombed and killed 11 
Russians at the site of a downed 
Israeli electronic-warfare aircraft in 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley during the 
Israeli-Syrian conflict last summer. 
The Russians were trying to salvage 
pieces of the highly sophisticated, 
Israeli-made electronic countermea¬ 
sure (ECM) equipment, according to a 
report in Air Force Magazine. 

Determined to destroy the aircraft 
rather than let it fall into enemy 
hands, the Israelis arrived at the site 
after the Russians had begun scav¬ 
enging it. 

“The Israelis got the Russians as 
well as the downed aircraft,” U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for In¬ 
ternational Security Richard N. Perle 
was reported to have said. 

Air Force Magazine is usually con¬ 
sidered reliable and well-informed. 

P LO VS. 

BABY DOC? . . . 

The Duvaliers — Francois “Papa 
Doc” and his son Jean-Claude “Baby 
Doc” — have ruled Haiti ruthlessly 
since 1957. There have been numer¬ 
ous attempts to overthrow the regime 
— some of them more comic than mil¬ 
itary — but none have succeeded. 

Now, however, “Baby Doc” Duvalier 
may be facing a truly dangerous foe. 
On 1 January of this year a bomb ex¬ 
ploded in a car parked along a road on 
which Duvalier was to travel several 
hours later. Three people were killed 
(one may have been the bomber). 

The bomb was evidently the work 
of the Brigade Riobe (named after a 
person killed in a ’60s revolt), headed 
by Jean-Claude Luis-Jean. Luis-Jean 
was trained by the PLO in the Mideast 
and, in at least one instance, is be¬ 
lieved to have been with the world’s 
fop terrorist bankrolled Libya’s Mom- 
mar Khadafy. 

Last July four Riobe commandos, 
possibly including Luis-Jean, infil¬ 
trated Haiti in a small plane, planning 
to kill Duvalier. Duvalier didn't appear 
as expected, so the commandos tried 
— but failed — to blow up a bridge 
and two electric towers. The follow¬ 
ing week two small airplanes buzzed 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital, and 
dropped Riobe pamphlets that said, 
“Liberation is near.” A few days after 
the 1 January explosion, bombs were 
found in the Finance Ministry and the 
central post office of Port-au-Prince. 

Duvalier may be facing his greatest 
threat yet. 

S OVIET ARMS 

IN ARGENTINA . 

Argentina's official air force maga¬ 
zine, Aereospacio , said that Argen¬ 
tine forces used Soviet-built SAM-7 
anti-aircraft missiles during the Falk¬ 


land Islands war with Britain last year. 

The article, printed in January and 
entitled “Missiles in the Malvinas,” 
did not disclose how many shoulder- 
launched SAM-7 Strela heat-seeking 
missiles were used, but did say that 
the weapon was not very effective. 

“One limitation of this system is 
that it must be used in conditions of 
relatively good weather,” the 
magazine said. The Falklands are 
usually covered with clouds and fog 
most of the year. 

It was not disclosed who provided 
Argentina with the Soviet weaponry. 
Most of the Argentine arsenal was 
purchased from Western Europe, par¬ 
ticularly from France and West Ger¬ 
many. The Humphrey-Kennedy Act of 
1978 prohibited U.S. arms sales to 
Argentina on grounds of human 
rights violations. 



A fghan 
update .. 

Evidence implicating the Soviets in 
chemical warfare in Afghanistan con¬ 
tinues to mount. Lt. Gen. Ghulan Sid- 
diq Miraki, a senior Afghan secret- 
police official who recently defected, 
gave the latest proof. 

Claiming that he worked closely 
with the KGB, Miraki cited specific 
examples of Soviet use of chemical 
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agents against Afghan villages. One 
such incident occured in August 
1982, in Central Afghanistan. The 
Soviets sprayed an area that they 
believed contained rebels. However, 
the wind changed and blew the chem¬ 
icals back over the Soviet troops in¬ 
stead, killing large numbers. Seems 
that it’s not just the political winds 
that are changeable in Afghanistan. 

Miraki made other interesting 
claims. One was that the Soviets were 
building anti-aircraft missile sites in 
the northern border region of 
Wakhan, which were pointed toward 
China. That should reveal something 
about the seriousness of the rumored 
Russo-Sino rapprochement. 

Mujahideen reports that they had 
pushed the war into Soviet territory 
were substantiated by Miraki. Accor¬ 
ding to him, Soviet Tadzhikistan had 
been attacked by Afghan rebels. Mu¬ 
jahideen claims include Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan as well. 

Miraki contends that the Afghan 
rebel forces are much more effective 
than they were just a year ago. More 
and better equipment (supplied either 
externally by Pakistan, China or Bri¬ 
tain, or captured from Russian or Af¬ 
ghan Army troops), allows them to 
pursue the fight with more tenacity 
and accuracy. Particularly effective, 
according to Miraki, is the guerrilla 
campaign in the capital city of Kabul. 
Only four streets are considered safe 
from rebel action, and at night the city 
belongs to the guerrillas (see 
“Kabul’s Urban Guerrillas,” SOF, No¬ 
vember ’82). 

Meanwhile the war continues. If 
you would like to contribute to the 
Afghan resistance, send donations to 
Afghan Freedom Fighter Fund, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

G ulf of tonkin 

DESTROYER RETIRED . 

The USS Turner Joy , the destroyer 
involved in the historic Gulf of Tonkin 
incident, has been decommissioned 
after 23 years of service. 

The Turner Joy was built in Seattle 
in 1959 and made 12 Pacific deploy¬ 
ments as part of the U.S. Seventh 
Fleet, earning nine battlestars in the 
Vietnam War. But the 2,850-ton de¬ 
stroy er is best-remembered for the 2 
August 1964 Gulf of Tonkin episode. 

Retired Capt. Robert Barnhardt, 
who commanded the Turner Joy in 
1964, remembers the incident: 

“We were on patrol about 15 to 20 
miles off the North Vietnam coast. 
We had been warned to expect an am¬ 
bush ... we came under attack from 
at least four North Vietnamese 
torpedo boats.” 

No Americans were hurt in the at¬ 
tack, but the incident had far-reaching 
consequences. President Lyndon 
Johnson, adamant that no more 



American ships would be attacked on 
the high seas, pushed through Con¬ 
gress the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 
which gave him wide-ranging war 
powers. Soon he ordered retaliatory 
air strikes over North Vietnam, which 
eventually led to direct involvement of 
U.S. troops in Vietnam. 

The Gulf of Tonkin incident and its 
resulting resolution were controver¬ 
sial. Some war critics questioned that 
the Turner Joy was attacked. They 
maintained that Johnson and his ad¬ 
visers fabricated the North Vietnam¬ 
ese attack to get popular support for 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam and that 
freakish weather had produced the 
radar indicators that the ship was be¬ 
ing attacked. 

Barnhart doesn’t buy it: “Was it a 
ghost [radar echo]? A ghost doesn’t 
go 32 miles in toward you, make a 
turn and then make a perfect torpedo 
attack against you.” 

The Turner Joy is now peacefully 
retired at Bremerton, Wash. 

A merican veterans’ 

CALENDAR 

Have we got a deal for you! A 1983 
calendar. Wait a minute before you 
turn the page — we’re serious. 



Even if 1983 is almost half over and 
you’re not interested in keeping track 
of the last five months, here’s a calen¬ 
dar we think you’ll want. The 
American Veterans’ 1983 Calendar by 
Cynthia Sedlmeyer features signed 
pencil drawings depicting patriotic 
scenes from World Wars l and II, 
Korea and Vietnam. All branches of 
the U.S. armed services are rep¬ 
resented. 


To order, send $2.00, plus $1.00 for 
postage, to American Veterans’ Cal¬ 
endar, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 103, 
Berea, OH 44017. (Orders of five or 
more receive free postage.) That’s a 
small price to pay for a work of art. 

S URE 
BET ... 

Fourth Annual 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention, 

Exhibition & 3-Gun International 
Combat Shooting Match 
6-7-8-9 Oct. 1983 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Tentative Convention Schedule 


Gun Show & Exhibition.7-9 Oct. 

Seminars.6-9 Oct. 

Three-Gun Match.5-7 Oct. 

Jump School.,. 6-8 Oct. 

Firepower Demonstration.8 Oct. 

Awards Ceremony.8 Oct. 


Room reservations may be made by 
contacting: Sahara Hotel & Casino, 1 
(800) 634-6666. Please identify your¬ 
self as an SOF Magazine conven¬ 
tioneer. Single or double occupancy 
rooms are $48 per night. 

Complete information, fees, order 
forms and schedules will be featured 
in next month’s SOF. See you there. 

S ANDINISTA CHIEF 
DESERTS . . 

Agustin Roman Maradiaga, Chief of 
Operations of the Sandinista Air 
Force, has left Nicaragua to seek 
political asylum in the United States, 
making him the most recent of many 
high-ranking Sandinistas to escape 
Nicaragua’s repressive FSLN regime. 
Other notable exiles include former 
junta members Eden Pastora and Al¬ 
fonso Robelo. 

Maradiaga trained at Reese Air 
Force Base, Texas, from 1965-67, and 
served in the Nicaraguan Air Force 
until 1974, when he became a pilot for 
Lancia Airlines* international flights. 
He held that position until 1979 when 
he hijacked a plane for use by the Na¬ 
tional Liberation Front (FSLN) to fight 
Somoza’s troops. 

As the pilot for the FSLN revolu¬ 
tionary commanders, Maradiaga 
helped transport arms, ammunition 
and fighters from Costa Rica to Nic¬ 
aragua. He organized the Sandinista 
Air Force, which he headed until his 
recent desertion. 

After Somoza’s defeat, in addition 
to being chief of the Air Force, Mara¬ 
diaga became the executive pilot for 
the Sandinista junta. In that capacity 
he flew junta members to Cuba and 
other sites for official visits. 

Maradiaga’s desertion in itself is 
not critical; he can be replaced with a 
new chief of operations. What is 
significant is that the long list of 

Continued on page 89 


MAY/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 17 











T HE memories came flooding back 
when / spotted the familiar 25th In¬ 
fantry Division patch. Fifteen years had 
passed since I had first worn Tropic 
Lightning's emblem, but, standing there 
as they dedicated the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington last Novem¬ 
ber, it could have been last week. 

All the old units were represented: the 
3/4 Cav, the 5th Mech, 1st of the 27th. 
The place names came back too: Trang 
Bang, Go Da Ha, the Bo Loi Woods. So 
many years had passed since these ob¬ 
scure hamlets had been a part of our 
daily lexicon — years when we scarcely 
thought of them except perhaps in the 
depths of night when they came unbid¬ 
den, and unwanted. Still, the memory of 
them was burned into our souls, by too 
many fallen comrades and innocence 
lost too soon. 

But my purpose on the Mall that day 
was not remembrance, I was there to 
continue a task which had begun more 
than a year earlier at a press conference 
held at the Capitol. 


In October 1981, Rep. Don Bailey, 
D-Pa., who at the time was the most 
highly decorated Vietnam veteran in the 
House, called and asked me to attend a 
meeting he was organizing to protest a 
film entitled Frank: A Vietnam Veteran. 
Produced by WGBH, the Public Broad¬ 
casting affiliate in Boston, the documen¬ 
tary showed a self-confessed drug ad¬ 
dict, homosexual and alcoholic as the 
typical product of the Vietnam War. To 
add further insult to this injury, PBS 
planned to air the program on Veteran's 
Day. 

Bailey had approached the network, 
requesting it to provide air time im¬ 
mediately after the program for a panel 
of Vietnam vets to comment on the con¬ 
tent of the film. PBS denied Bailey's re¬ 
quest, stating another program was 
scheduled to follow Frank. This, it 
turned out, was Warrior's Women , 
which portrayed the typical Viet vet as a 
wife beater. 

Hence the press conference. 

Near the end of the conference, as the 


Vietnam Veterans Memorial being cleaned 
before November opening. An estimated 
150,000 spectators viewed monument 
dedicated to 57,931 men and eight women 
killed in Vietnam. Photos: Wide World 


MONUMENTAL ERROR 

David Douglas Duncan, famous 
photographer best known for his por¬ 
traits of war, compared the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial to the nearby 
Lincoln Memorial and the Washing¬ 
ton Monument. “They are dramatic 
architecture," he said. “They are 
harmonious v/ith the Washington 
landscape. 

“But I don’t think of the Vietnam 
Memorial in terms of architecture. It 
was great for the families to come 
and see the recognition. But this 
monument is not a monument. It is a 
formalized mass grave," 
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newsmen were packing up their cameras, 
Tom Carhart, a former Tiger Platoon 
leader with the 101st, stood up to ask if 
any of us were aware of what was going 
on with the memorial. 

Like most of the hundred-odd vets in 
the room, 1 was vaguely aware that a 
memorial was planned, but knew little 
else about it. 1 assumed that 1 would be 
solicited for funds, and was looking for¬ 
ward to making a contribution. 

What Carhart said sent a shock 
through the room. The design selected, 
he told us, consisted of two long black 
walls, sunk into the ground, listing the 
names of the fallen chronologically. 
There was to be no inscription, no flag, 
no mention of the war which took their 
lives. In disbelief, we crowded around 
him to look at a small picture of the pro¬ 
posed monument he had brought along. 

Carhart had been struggling to bring 
the memorial issue to the public’s atten¬ 
tion for more than five months. An early 
volunteer for the Vietnam Veterans Me¬ 
morial Fund, he had even arranged for 


BACKGROUND 
TO BETRAYAL 

Viet Vets Want Their 
Memorial Back 

by Milt Copulos 



the $45,000 bank loan that financed the 
first direct-mail fundraiser. However, 
when WMF announced its selection 
after a national design competition, Car¬ 
hart was appalled. Calling it a “black 
gash of shame,” he protested to the 
Memorial Fund, the Fine Arts Commis¬ 
sion and anyone else who would listen, 
but his pleas were ignored. 

Congressman Bailey and Fields Of 
Fire author James Webb had also been 
protesting to WMF but they too were 
given short shrjft. Worse, the design had 
all but won final approval from the 
necessary agencies, and it looked as if 
there were little anyone could do. 

As Andy Messing, the Vietnam veter¬ 
an who founded Vietnam Veterans For 
Reagan, said, however, “The war isn’t 
over until both sides say it’s over.” 

Carhart’s impassioned plea galvanized 
the group that day, and with the assis¬ 
tance of Robert K. Brown, Publisher of 
SOF, a meeting was called for the next 
weekend to see what could be done. 
Most of us who met that weekend were 


torn by the controversy. 

We didn’t want to do anything to fur¬ 
ther promote the negative stereotype of 
the veteran so popular with the media, 
and yet none of us wanted the black 
ditch to stand unchanged. Events were 
moving so swiftly that whatever was 
done had to be done soon. 

We decided on two necessary lines of 
attack: 1) to bring the matter to the pub¬ 
lic’s attention; 2) to see what could be 
done within the approving agencies. 

Speed was of the essence, because 
ground-breaking was scheduled for 
March 1982 — just four months away. 

Over the next few weeks, there was a 
flurry of activity. Those of us who had 
media outlets began writing on the sub¬ 
ject. Others canvassed Capitol Hill in 
search of congressional support. Still 
others approached contacts within the 
Reagan administration. As we began to 
make our presence felt, WMF pulled 
out all stops. 

It had always been their strategy to 
push the design, which they knew would 
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be controversial, through the approval 
process with as little fanfare as possible. 
Our efforts to publicize it were therefore 
the last thing they wanted. Their at- 
tempts to silence the opposition ranged 
from congressional pressure to plain 
slander (as in the case of Carhart whom 
they repeatedly portrayed as suffering 
from delayed stress syndrome). 

By this time, however, we were begin¬ 
ning to win allies of our own: 47 mem¬ 
bers of the House, and several Senators, 
including Jeremiah Denton, D-Ala. — a 
retired Admiral and former Vietnam 
POW — signed a letter asking Interior 
Secretary James Watt to withhold ap¬ 
proval, Several Vietnam vets within the 
Department also went to ask for a delay. 

The odds didn’t look good, because 
there were several highly placed White 
House officials who feared the political 
repercussions of such a move, and ar¬ 
gued vigorously against it. Watt, how¬ 
ever, is no stranger to controversy, and 
hasTalways been willing to stand on prin¬ 
ciple. In early December 1981, he noti¬ 
fied the Memorial Fund that he was 
withholding approval until the com¬ 
plaints of veterans concerning the design 
were addressed. His last-minute reprieve 
was the break we needed. 

It wasn’t long after that I received a 
call from Sen. John Warner, R-Va., ask¬ 
ing for a meeting with the veterans pro¬ 
testing the wall design. On 22 December, 
the day he and Elizabeth Taylor an¬ 
nounced their divorce, Webb and I sat 
down with him to outline our group’s 
complaints. Both of us had received 
hundreds of letters on the issue, as had 
others in the group. Despite the low 
media profile on the memorial, the re¬ 
sponse to what had been published indi¬ 
cated a fairly strong sentiment against 
the Maya Ying Lin design among those 
who were aware of its appearance. 

Why not take a poll, we suggested, 
and find out what Vietnam veterans 
really thought? After listening attentive¬ 
ly, Sen. Warner promised to get back to 
us, and thanked us for the meeting. 



This World War I vet came to honor the 
dead of another generation of young men 
called upon to pay ultimate price for 
freedom. Photo: Ron Shumate 



RESPONSES TO QUESTIONNAIRE 
ON FLAG PLACEMENT, INSCRIPTION, AND THE 
MEMORIAL DESIGN BY ITSELF 


CATEGORY 

VIETNAM 

VET 

FAMILY 

MEMBER 

VIET 
ERA VET 

OTHER 

VET 

NON 

VET 

FAM. & 
VIET VET 

TOTAL 

Number 

530 

96 

89 

33 

140 

626 

888 

Should the flag be prominently displayed as an integral part of the memorial? 


YES 

94.2% 

84,4% 

92.1% 

87.9% 

74.3% 

92.7% 

89.5% 

NO 

5.5% 

15.6% 

6.7% 

12.1% 

24.3% 

7.0% 

10.0% 

NO OPIN. 

.3% 

-0- 

1.2% 

-0- 

1.4% 

.3% 

2.8% 


Should there be an inscription making reference to the principles for which Viet vets fought? 


YES 

84.7% 

81.2% 

71.9% 

72,7% 

56.4% 

83.5% 

78.2% 

NO 

12.5% 

18.8% 

25.8% 

27.3% 

37.9% 

13.3% 

19.0% 

NO OPIN. 

2.8% 

-0- 

2.2% 

-0- 

5.7% 

3.2% 

2.8% 

Which of the following best describes your impression of the wall design by itself? 


STR. FAV. 

27.4% 

34,4% 

34.8% 

42.4% 

57.1% 

28.4% 

34.1% 

SOME FAV. 

6.2% 

13.5% 

19.1% 

21.2% 

16.4% 

7.3% 

10.5% 

SOME UNFAV. 

8.3% 

6.3% 

9.0% 

15.2% 

7.1% 

8.0% 

8.2% 

STR. 

UNFAV. 

54.3% 

44.8% 

34.8% 

12.1% 

12.9% 

52.9% 

43.3% 

NO OPIN. 

3.8% 

1.0% 

2.3% 

9.1% 

6.5% 

3.4% 

3.9% 


♦Please rank the following suggested locations for the flag and statue according to your preference: 


A 

74.1% 

78.1% 

69.7% 

60.6% 

47.1% 

74.6% 

69.3% 

B 

7.5% 

6.3% 

4.5% 

12.1% 

7.9% 

7.4% 

7.3% 

C 

NO OPINION/ 

12.8% 

11.5% 

11.2% 

27.3% 

33.6% 

12.6% 

16.3% 

OTHER 

5.7% 

4.1% 

14.6% 

-0- 

11.4% 

5.4% 

7.1% 


* Option A represented the proposal made by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to the Fine Arts 
Commission in September, Option B represented placing the flag at one side and the statue within 
the tree line, and Option C represented the placement suggested by the Fine Arts Commission with 
both the flag and statue within the tree line. Letters were used so as not to bias the respondents. 
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Model of statue of three American soldiers 
by sculptor Rick Hart. Many critics of the 
wall feel that this statue truly captures the 
spirit of Vietnam in a way that the “black 
gash” doesn’t even approach. 

Photo: Ron Shumate 


VETERAN WRITER 

Milt Copulos was in Vietnam with 
the 25th Infantry Division from 
1967-69. Retired on disability, 
Copulos is now Director of Energy 
Studies at the Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, D.C., and a member of 
the Sculpture Selection Committee 
for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 


VETERANS POLL: THE 
WALL ON THE MALL 

by Milt Copulos 

The poll taken at the dedication of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was 
designed with the assistance of pro¬ 
minent experts in survey research. 

There were a number of reasons 
for the selection of this particular 
time. First, the dedication guaranteed 
a national cross section — veterans 
from every state were there. Second¬ 
ly* everyone polled would have had 
the opportunity to see the actual 
memorial rather than a model or ar¬ 
tist’s conception, and could clearly 
understand where the proposed loca¬ 
tions for the new elements were. 

Most importantly, the poll would 
be taken in an atmosphere which 
placed the original design in the most 
favorable light possible — while a 
steady procession of speakers praised 
it as the long overdue recognition of 
the veteran’s service. 

We felt it necessary to go to such 
lengths to ensure the original design 
every opportunity to be viewed favor¬ 
ably, because many of us, myself in¬ 
cluded, had strongly negative feelings 
toward it. We saw it as nihilistic — 
more a memorial to the negative im¬ 
age which had evolved around the 
war, than a tribute to the honorable 
service of the 2.7 million Americans 
who fought it. 

Although we had been contacted 
by countless Vietnam veterans who 
shared our view, the nagging doubt 
that we might be wrong left us honor- 
bound to seek the truth, without 
bias. Well, the results are in, and they 
are, to say the least, compelling. 

While visiting the memorial, 888 
people took the time to answer our 
survey— far more than required for 
statistical validity: 530 of them were 


I had just reached my office and was 
taking off my coat when my secretary 
told me she had Sen. Warner on the line. 
Would I, he asked, help organize a meet¬ 
ing to bring both sides together and re¬ 
solve the dispute? 

When we began the first of our mara¬ 
thon sessions held in the Senate Office 
Building, the tension in the room was so 
thick you could almost reach out and 
touch it. The tables had been formed in 
a hollow square in the cavernous cham¬ 
ber, further contributing to the sense of 
division between the two groups. Sens. 
Warner and Denton and Reps. Bailey 
and Phil Crane. R-Ill., sat at the head, 
as if in a courtroom. At first, it appeared 
no solution was possible. 


We had been asking that the color of 
the monument be changed, that it be 
brought above ground and that a flag 
and an appropriate inscription be added. 
WMF said they might accept the addi¬ 
tion of a flag. 

Ross Perot, the billionaire computer 
magnate who is heavily involved in the 
POW/M1A issue, offered to pay for a 
poll to determine Viet vets’ sentiments 
on the issue but was strongly resisted by 
the Memorial Fund. Every time the idea 
of seeking the counsel of those the me¬ 
morial was intended to honor arose, the 
WMF fought the idea like a mother lion 
protecting her young. 

Continued on page 85 


Vietnam veterans, and 96 were family 
members of Vietnam veterans. 

They were asked four questions: 1) 
Should the flag be prominently dis¬ 
played as an integral part of the me¬ 
morial? 2) Should there be an inscrip¬ 
tion referring to the principles for 
which the veterans fought? 3) What 
did they think about the wall design 
by itself? 4) Which of three proposed 
locations did they prefer for location 
of the new elements? 

Without exception, all categories 
polled indicated that the flag should 
be prominently displayed as an inte¬ 
gral part of the memorial: 89.5 per¬ 
cent of the total respondents an¬ 
swered yes to this question, with 94,2 
percent Vietnam veterans and 74.3 
percent non-veterans saying yes. 

As to the question of the principles 
for which the veterans fought, again 
a wide majority said yes, with Viet¬ 
nam veterans leading the percentage 
at 84.7 percent, and non-veterans at 
the lower end with 56.4 percent. 
Overall, 78.2 percent agreed. 

This unanimity of attitude did not 
carry over to the wail design, how¬ 
ever. There appeared to be little mid¬ 
dle ground in the emotions elicited by 
the stark black walls: 54.3 percent of 
the Vietnam veterans polled said their 
impression of the wall was strongly 
unfavorable; 27,4 percent indicated a 
strongly favorable impression. Only 
8.3 percent of the veterans rated the 
wall as somewhat unfavorable, and 
6.2 percent somewhat favorable. 

Among non-veterans this margin 
was reversed, with 73.5 percent giving 
the wall either a strongly favorable or 
somewhat favorable rating; 20 per¬ 
cent rated it unfavorably. Overall, 
however, the wall received an unfa¬ 
vorable rating from those polled. 

On the final and most important 
question that of placement — 
unanimity once again appeared. 
Here, the option labeled “A,” which 
would place the flag pole behind the 


apex of the walls, and the statue 
about 170 feet in front of it, was the 
first choice of every single category of 
respondent, and in every category 
save one — non-veterans ^ by a 
margin of more than two to one. 

This option was the placement sug¬ 
gested by the sculpture selection pan¬ 
el and placed before the Fine Arts 
Commission last September, 
dorsed by every major veterans 
group, the Gold Star Mothers and 
even the Memorial Fund itself 

Overall 69.3 percent of the sample 
selected option “A,” in comparison 
to option “C,” the placement de¬ 
manded by the Fine Arts Commission. 
“C” was first choice of only 16.3 per¬ 
cent of the total sample and a mere 
12.8 percent of Vietnam veterans. 

What the survey results show is 
that the group for whom the memori¬ 
al was built — Vietnam veterans — 
has a very clear picture of what they 
want, and that picture is sharply at 
odds with what a small segment of 
the arts community would foist upon 
them. To allow this small group to 
control the decision of placement 
would be a travesty, and yet, unless 
the president acts to end the dead¬ 
lock, that travesty may occur. 

As 1 contemplated that eventuality 
arid the poll results, images of two 
men came into my mind. One was the 
architect who had argued during the 
compromise meetings that the wall 
design “needed no corny patriotic 
claptrap like a flag or a statue to 
adorn it.” The other was my friend, 
the Wolfhound, still proud of the 
25th Infantry Division 15 years after 
leaving Vietnam. 

Wolfhound stood next to me singing 
the national anthem during the dedica¬ 
tion ceremony, his eyes misting as the 
emotions of the moment overcame 
him. The architect may not believe a 
flag belongs at the memorial, but the 
Wolfhound does, and so do I. ^ 
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by Joseph C. Goulden 
Photos Coo rtesy of 
Sk. Hans Tofte Collection 


I N early 1951 a Chinese communist in¬ 
spection officer reported to Peking 
that its troops in Korea were sick, 
starved and frozen, surviving the sub¬ 
zero winter on a few unthawed scraps of 
potatoes daily. “When the fighters 
bivouac in snow-covered ground their 
feet, socks and hands freeze together in 
one ice-ball; they cannot unscrew the 
caps on their hand grenades; the fuses 
will not ignite.. .skin from their hands 
sticks on shells and mortar tubes....” 
With no shelter the Chinese lived in di¬ 
sease-producing misery, and scores of 
thousands of men lay immobilized by 
pneumonia and intestinal diseases. 

Although the Chinese had slackened 
the tempo of battle after their December 
victory, Gen. Matthew Ridgway knew 
the lull would be short-lived. After the 
two previous offensives the Chinese had 
been forced to pause a few weeks to re¬ 
group and to replenish their supplies, 
which were brought in over the ice- 
coated mountains of North Korea by 
human bearers. All Ridgway could do 
was try to bring his own men back into 
fighting form — two Army divisions had 
been virtually destroyed in December — 
and hope that he would be able to beat 
back an enemy with a numerical advan¬ 
tage of four or five to one. 

Although Ridgway didn’t know it, his 
command was about to receive vital help 
from an unlikely congeries of sources: a 
Danish-American spymaster, the Na¬ 
tionalist Chinese Coast Guard and an 
anonymous U.S. espionage agent in the 
Indian government. 

In mid-January Central Intelligence 
Agency station chiefs throughout the 
Orient received an urgent message from 
headquarters in Washington. The mes¬ 
sage relayed “hard” intelligence re¬ 
ceived from an agency plant in the In¬ 
dian government of Prime Minister Jaw- 
aharlal Nehru, which, despite professed 
neutrality in the Korean War, gave fre¬ 
quent propagandistic and diplomatic 
support to the Communist Chinese. 
Now Nehru’s support was to become 
material as well. 

According to the agent, the Chinese 
had chartered a Norwegian freighter and 
dispatched it to Bombay, India, to take 
on a cargo of medical supplies provided 
by the Indian government. The shipping 
manifest was impressive: It included 
three full field hospitals, plus assorted 
drugs (“enough to give at least three 
shots of penicillin to every enemy soldier 
north of the 38th parallel,” according to 
one American intelligence agent), 
surgeons, physicians, nurses, and other 
medical personnel and gear. 

Washington’s message to the field 
agents was blunt: The ship and its cargo 
must be stopped from reaching the 
enemy “at any cost.” The message did 
not dwell on humanitarian aspects of the 
shipment. Should the medical supplies 
reach Chinese armies in the field, they 


would put them into shape for a renewed 
offensive that could cost thousands of 
American and Republic of Korea lives. 
But intercepting the ship was a matter of 
considerable diplomatic sensitivity. 
Although Norway was a member of the 
United Nations, it nonetheless had per¬ 
mitted its vast shipping interests to con¬ 
tinue trading with the enemy, despite 
diplomatic protests from the United 
States and other UN members with 
troops in the field. 

The United States had shied away 
from declaring a blockade of China 
because of fears of offending the 
British, who also had continued trading 
with China as a means of protecting 
their crown colony of Hong Kong. 

Thus the dilemma: How could the 
United States halt the shipment without 
provoking a diplomatic furor that could 
shatter an already fragile diplomatic al¬ 
liance? The message from CIA head¬ 
quarters did not address this issue; it 


simply instructed field agents to do the 
task, and do it quietly, and the expense 
be damned. But the message did carry an 
implicit but unstated warning: Do not 
embarrass the U.S. government. 

Thus began Operation TP-Stole, an 
act of unabashed (and successful) piracy 
of the ship of another nation on the high 
seas without even a bow in the direction 
of international law. 

(For administrative purposes, the CIA 
assigns a digraph designation to related 
operations in a given area. Korea War 
operations bore the prefix “TP.”) The 
CIA had joined the Korean War, and 
with boots and fists flying. 

The directive ultimately reached At- 
sugi, Japan, and the desk of Hans V. 
Tofte, a handsome Danish-American 
with thinning blond hair and a touch of 
his native Scandinavia in his voice. Vir¬ 
tually unknown outside the insular in¬ 
telligence community, Tofte nonetheless 
carried a reputation among peers as one 
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The Company Takes on 
China and MacArthur 


of the more remarkable operatives of the 
20th century. 

And what had happened in his life 
before he read the cable about the 
Norwegian vessel tells much about why 
he was superbly suited for the mission. 

Tofte’s experience in Asia began in 
the early 1930s, when at age 19 the East 
Asiatic Company, a Danish shipping 
firm, sent him, the son of a Danish sea 
captain, to Peking to learn Chinese as 
the first part of a planned career abroad. 
The firm was an equivalent of the East 
India Company that the British long 
used as their colonial agent in India, and 
it had offices up and down the coast of 
China. 

“When you went overseas for the 
company,” Tofte related, “you did so 
with the understanding you would be 
there 25 years or so, with marriage not 
permitted the first 10 years.” 

After two years of ChineseTanguage 
studies in Peking, Tofte lived in Kirin, 


South Korean guerrillas during amphibious 
training in U.S. Navy landing craft. 
Background is Yong-do Island. 

Manchuria, for eight years, traveling 
there and in the northern part of Korea 
on behalf of his company. He developed 
strong ties with the White Russian aris¬ 
tocracy, refugees from the Communist 
Revolution, living in the area, and he 
came to know the twists and turns in vir¬ 
tually every railroad and highway. 

(Later, as a CIA officer, Tofte would 
bemusedly plot Chinese troop move¬ 
ments over the rail lines he had traveled 
as a young man and give his guerrilla 
teams precise locations — bridges and 
other bottlenecks — where traffic would 
be particularly vulnerable to a saboteur’s 
bomb.) 

When the Second World War broke 
out, Tofte returned to Denmark and 
joined the underground. But he recog¬ 
nized reality: The Nazis were not to be 


defeated from within an occupied coun¬ 
try. Using bogus papers, he managed to 
escape to Spain (flying nervously on a 
German plane) and thence to the United 
States. In New York he sought out Wil¬ 
liam Stephenson (later famed as “The 
Man Called Intrepid”), who ran British 
intelligence operations in America. 
Tofte offered his services, and Stephen¬ 
son dispatched him to Singapore, where 
he organized native crews to run supplies 
over the Burma Road to the Chinese 
fighting the Japanese in the interior. He 
organized guerrilla bands of tribesmen 
and fought valiant but ultimately futile 
delaying actions against the Japanese. 
When Singapore fell, Tofte returned to 
the United States and surrendered his 
rank of brevet major in the Indian Army 
to enlist in the American Army as a 
private. 

Because of his background, Tofte was 
detailed to the Office of Strategic Ser¬ 
vices, the wartime intelligence and es¬ 
pionage organization from which the 
CIA eventually evolved. Now com¬ 
menced the most dazzling of Tofte’s 
WWII exploits. 

Working with Maj. Gen. William 
“Wild Bill” Donovan, the OSS chief, 
Tofte was instrumental in devising a 
scheme to compel the Germans to divert 
strategic troops from the campaign in 
Italy to Yugoslavia. The British had 
been parachuting arms, ammunition and 
other supplies into the mountain 
strongholds of Yugoslav patriots who 
were conducting a pinprick war against 
the Germans. The impetuous Tofte 
thought this effort too slow and too 
limited. Drawing upon his maritime 
background, he organized a flotilla of 
old and otherwise worthless coastal ves¬ 
sels, manned them with refugee Yugo¬ 
slavs and set up a seaborne supply ser¬ 
vice across the Adriatic from the Italian 
port of Bari to the island of Vis off the 
Yugoslav coast. 

By October 1943 Tofte’s strange little 
navy contained vessels — old schooners, 
trawlers and rusty tramp steamers — 
that darted across the sea at night, each 
ship carrying as much materiel as the 
British airdrops had supplied in a 
month. Josip Broz Tito, later president 
of Yugoslavia, gratefully received the 
arms, and his partisan bands tied down 
scores of thousands of German troops. 
The United States awarded Tofte the 
Legion of Merit. 

When the war ended, Tofte had in¬ 
vitations to remain in American in¬ 
telligence. Although the OSS was dis¬ 
banded within months after the fighting 
stopped, intelligence professionals knew 
a replacement agency would eventually 
emerge. Tofte declined, for he did not 
wish to spend his life in a quasi-military 
organization. He returned to Copenhag¬ 
en as manager of an American overseas 
airline, maintained contact with the 
chief of the Danish intelligence service 
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and occasionally carried covert docu¬ 
ments to the United States. In the late 
1940s he married an American woman 
and moved to Mason City, Iowa, to run 
her family’s printing business. 

By now the Central Intelligence Agen¬ 
cy was in existence — a minute organiza¬ 
tion, distrusted by the military and the 
State Department bureaucracy, but with 
considerable internal ambitions. Tofte 
visited Washington during Christmas 
1949 and heard fervent recruitment pleas 
from two old war friends, Desmond 
FitzGerald, the CIA’s deputy director 
for plans (i.e., head of covert opera¬ 
tions), and Major Gen. Richard Stilwell, 
head of Far East operations. During a 
lunch at the Sulgrave Club, Tofte polite¬ 
ly but firmly refused to join the CIA. He 
was leading a comfortable middle-Amer- 
ican life in Iowa — the Rotary club, the 
Episcopal Church, a Boy Scout commis¬ 
sioner — and he wanted no part of a 
peacetime bureaucracy. He did agree to 
talk with Frank Wisner, another war¬ 
time colleague now in CIA clandestine 
services. The setting befitted the CIA’s 
orphan status, a cluster of ramshackle 
wooden “temporary” buildings near the 
Reflecting Pool. 

“We sure need you,” Wisner said. 

Tofte again declined. “But if there is 
another war, you can count on me,” he 
said. 

In June 1950 Tofte went to Ft. Riley, 
Kan., for two weeks’ active duty train¬ 
ing as a lieutenant colonel in the Army 
Reserve. He heard about the war on 
Sunday morning and thought: War has 
come, and Jesus, I am caught in Ft. 
Riley in uniform! The expected call from 
Wisner came early the next morning. 

“Is this enough of an emergency for 
you?” Wisner asked dryly. It was, Tofte 



Maurice Curry, CIA operative who ran 
South Korean guerrilla training base on 
Yong-do Island. Base facilities form 
background. 
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Joseph C. Goulden, who lives in 
Washington, D.C,, is the author of 
11 books, including the bestsellers, 
The Superlawyers and The Best 
Years, a book which covers the 
period from VJ Day to Korea. He 
employed for the first time in Korea: 
The Untold Story of the War use of 
the Freedom of Information act as a 
source in a major published work. 
Five years of research went into 
Korea . SOF reprints this chapter, 
“The CIA Comes of Age,” with per¬ 
mission of its publisher, Times Books 
of New York City. 


Full body view of Hans Tofte’s personal 
command aircraft with CAT markings — 
cover for CIA aerial operations. From left 
are a Navy lieutenant named Ackerson, 
who supervised landing of Korean guerrilla 
forces in the north, a South Korean 
guerrilla leader and Lt. Col. “Dutch” 
Kraemer, Tofte’s military aide in guerrilla 
operations. 


said. “Can you get in here now?” 

By Tuesday Tofte was at agency head¬ 
quarters in Washington. He recognized 
that because of his background in the 
Orient and his linguistic ability (by now 
he spoke six languages), he was a natural 
for assignment to Korea. Stilwell and 
Wisner arranged for briefings, but they 
could give Tofte few orders. 

“There was no book to go by,” he 
said. “This was the first time that CIA 
was to function in a hot war.” 

As a general guidance Tofte was told 
to look to the CIA functions mandated 
by Section Five of NSC 10/2, the Na¬ 
tional Security Council directive which 
outlined the spy agency’s mission: covert 
political operations, covert sabotage and 
economic warfare; evasion and escape 
plans for pilots downed behind enemy 
lines; and a “stay-behind” organization 


of operatives in the event the com¬ 
munists overran either Japan or Korea. 

“Basically 1 was told to choose a site 
and build an operations base outside 
Tokyo, big enough to handle 1,000 peo¬ 
ple, with our own communications. 
Whatever else happened, I was on my 
own.” 

Tofte telephoned his wife in Mason 
City and asked her to meet him when his 
Tokyo-bound flight stopped briefly in 
Minneapolis. She brought him two suit¬ 
cases of clothes. “1 never went home.” 

Tofte did insist upon one thing before 
accepting the Korean assignment. He 
had secondhand knowledge of the way 
things were run in MacArthur’s head¬ 
quarters and of the martinet qualities of 


Maj. Gen. Charles Willoughby, the 
theater G-2, with whom he must work 
intimately. So he refused to maintain his 
reserve rank of lieutenant colonel. He 
would go to Tokyo only with an agency 
rank equivalent to major general, the 
same as Willoughby’s. The CIA agreed. 

Tofte’s precaution proved wise, for 
the CIA had a bare toehold in MacAr¬ 
thur’s theater. Only in May had Gen. 
Stilwell succeeded in obtaining MacAr¬ 
thur’s permission for the agency to oper¬ 
ate in his portion of Asia. MacArthur’s 
antipathy to clandestine intelligence in¬ 
dependent of his command dated to 
WWII, when he absolutely refused to 
admit OSS agents to the Pacific theater. 
A military traditionalist, he disdained 
the free-lance qualities of agents work¬ 
ing independent of his headquarters, 
and only immense pressures from Wash¬ 
ington forced his reluctant agreement 
with Stilwell a few weeks before the war 
began. (Willoughby took the CIA’s in¬ 
sistence on running its own intelligence 
networks in Asia as a personal affront. 
People active in CIA intelligence gather¬ 
ing at the time say he was mistaken. The 
CIA’s position was that it needed 
sources independent of the military and 
State Department to ensure that in- 
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grained biases did not affect the national 
intelligence estimates given the Presi¬ 
dent.) 

When Tofte arrived in Tokyo, he 
found that the CIA presence there con¬ 
sisted of “six poor souls” working from 
a hotel room. This unit, under Georges 
Aurell, maintained uneasy liaison with 
what Tofte called “the tight little 
island” of MacArthur’s staff. A more 
substantial operation was at Yokosuka 
Naval Base near the port of Yokohama, 
where William Duggan conducted intel¬ 
ligence operations under auspices of a 
CIA branch with the meaningless title 
Office of Special Operations, or OSO. 
Tofte set about organizing his own unit 
for covert activity, the Office of Policy 
Coordination, or OPC. 

First, however, he had to bring the re¬ 
calcitrant Willoughby into line. Their 
first clash came when Tofte, a man un¬ 
shy about asserting his importance, in¬ 
sisted on being billeted in a suite at the 
Imperial Hotel, best in downtown 
Tokyo. Impossible, huffed Willoughby, 
the Imperial is exclusively for generals, 
admirals and other “top military men of 
special importance.” Tofte asserted his 
“rank” of major general and received 
the suite. He also demanded that the 
military supply him a two-star flag for 
his automobile. When it was not forth¬ 
coming, he had one made for himself. 

“I decided that the only way to deal 
effectively with Willoughby was to kick 
him in the pants every chance I got, to 
let him know I was tough as he was, or 
tougher,” Tofte related. So when Wil¬ 
loughby made what came to be his 
“monthly threat” to throw Tofte and 
the CIA out of Japan, Tofte would tell 
him, “Shut up, you work for me, I’m an 
American citizen and a taxpayer, and 
you can’t order me around.” 

But Willoughby and Tofte did share a 
common ability for languages, a fact 
that gradually moderated “but did not 
entirely end” the hostility between them. 
“I would call him one day and speak in 
Russian, the next day in Chinese. It got 
to be sort of a sport, and he would laugh 
about it. But I made one thing plain to 
him. ‘I will not speak with you in your 
goddamned German,’ ” Tofte said, re¬ 
calling his days with the Danish 
underground. 

Tofte benefited from having an exper¬ 
ienced bureaucrat as his Tokyo deputy 
— Colwell Beers, who had previously 
served the government with the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Hoover Commis¬ 
sion (a postwar agency on efficiency in 
government). “Beers was a hell of a 
good bureaucrat,” Tofte said. “He kept 
me out of jail because he knew his way 
around government and how to handle 
the paper work and details. We became 
a formidable team.” 

Tofte and Beers spent the first week 
driving around the environs of Tokyo, 
looking for a site for the new CIA base. 
“It wasn’t all work. We took along pic¬ 


nic lunches and swam off the Imperial 
Beach.” In fact, they were eating lunch 
as they walked around Atsugi Air Force 
Base, 47 miles south of Tokyo, with a 
splendid view of Mount Fuji, when they 
came across an isolated area of some 
acres. “I had a beer in one hand and 
chicken sandwich in the other, and I 
pronounced. This is where the base will 
be.’ ” Still eating and drinking, Tofte 
and Beers paced off where various build¬ 
ings would be located. Engineers and a 
construction battalion were at work 
within the week. 

Next Tofte needed people. He sought 
them in the military, the only pool of 
available manpower. Recognizing up¬ 
per-echelon hostility to the CIA, he con¬ 
centrated on second- and third-level 
staff officers. “One of my responsi¬ 
bilities was to establish an evasion-and- 
escape [E&E] operation across Korea to 
rescue downed fliers. For obvious rea¬ 
sons, this had great appeal to the Air 
Force and the Navy, for they wished se¬ 
curity for their fliers. Thus I was able to 
persuade these services, and the Army as 
well, to assign men to me.” 


Tofte assembled two officers each 
from the Air Force, the Army and the 
Navy and locked them into his Tokyo 
conference room with orders to draw up 
an E&E plan. “If a pilot was hit up 
around the Yalu River, in MiG Alley, 
and he had minutes’ flying time before 
going down, it made a colossal dif¬ 
ference if he knew where he had to head 
for.” Tofte laid down these specifica¬ 
tions for the E&E plan: 

• Two islands off the east and west 
coasts of Korea above the 38th parallel 
as the main E&E destinations for 
downed airmen, manned by CIA agents 
and communications personnel. 

• A “belt” across the peninsula to be 
saturated with trained guerrillas as 
guides, working from fixed inland posi¬ 
tions that would be given pilots as part 
of their combat briefings. 

• Covert agents and E&E observa¬ 
tion points to be established along the 
east and west coasts just below MiG 
Alley at 20-mile intervals, equipped with 
communications gear. 

• Two CIA-controlled indigenous 
“fishing fleets” to patrol the coasts to 



Hans Tofte (left) directed CIA covert 
operations during Korean War. At right is 
his chief aide, Lt. Col. “Dutch” Kraemer 
(USMC). They are talking with a South 
Korean guerrilla leader, one of those 
dropped by the Agency in successful 
operations in North Korea during the war. 
In background is well-fitted C-47, Tofte’s 
personal plane. It has Civil Air Transport 
markings. CAT, ostensibly a commercial 
airline, was actually the CIA’s own air 
force. A descendant of Gen. Claire 
Chennault’s old “Flying Tigers” air group 
which fought for Nationalist China during 
WWII and the Chinese communist 
revolution, CAT was also a predecessor of 
Air America and Continental Air Services 
which flew in Southeast Asia during the 
Vietnam War. 


look for downed fliers, using actual 
black-market operations as cover. 

• Briefings of fliers on E&E tech¬ 
niques by CIA agents before their mis¬ 
sions, and debriefing of rescued airmen 
once the system went into operation. 

• A supply of $700,000 worth of one- 
ounce gold bars bearing the chop of the 
old Bank of China, so that each pilot 
could carry three or four bars in his uni¬ 
form to pay native Koreans for help. 
Tofte knew the gold was obtainable in 
Formosa. 

After some revisions and discussions, 
the Air Force and Army accepted 
Tofte’s plan. The only demurrer came 
from Willoughby, who said that because 
of currency restrictions, the Formosan 
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gold could not be brought into Japan. 
Tofte did not bother to argue. That 
night he flew to Formosa, made a pri¬ 
vate deal with the exile Bank of China 
and returned to Japan with the $700,000 
of gold. Within a month parts of the 
E&E plan were working. 

The next step was to create guerrilla 
bands, both for E&E duties and for sab¬ 
otage and paramilitary operations. CIA 
interrogation teams screened Koreans in 
refugee and POW camps near Pusan, 
paying particular attention to North Ko¬ 
rean refugees and their motivation for 
leaving their country. Those found to be 
interested in liberating the North from 
the communists were offered guerrilla 
assignments. 

Tofte recognized that the motivation 
might be something other than ideology. 
“The refugees were down-in-the-mouth, 
bored with nothing to do. Joining the 
guerrillas would give them a chance to 
get out, to eat three meals a day, to have 
something to do. They would be buddies 
with a purpose, rather than shuffle 
around the camp.” Through the screen¬ 
ing CIA found enough trained radio and 
telegraph operators — chiefly from the 
South Korean Telegraph Company — to 
form communications sections for the 
guerrillas. 

For a training base, Tofte took over 
Yong-do, a small island in the Bay of 
Pusan at Korea’s southern tip. There a 
CIA detachment headed by Lt. Col. 
“Dutch” Kraemer, a Marine officer, 
trained some 1,200 Korean guerrillas for 
action in the North. Potential leaders 
were screened and transferred for exten¬ 
sive training to another base in Japan, 
Chigasaki, some 10 miles from Atsugi, 
on the beach of Sagami Bay. 

The training continued through the 
fall of 1950 and the early months of 
1951, with agents periodically being 
pulled out and dispatched to E&E duty 
in the North. The format was the same 
basic guerrilla course Tofte had taught 
other Asians in the early months of 
WWII: weaponry, use of small boats for 
covert landings, sabotage techniques, 
covert communications, espionage and 
the other tradecraft skills long used by 
behind-the-lines agents. 

CIA borrowed underwater demolition 
experts from the Navy for training and 
for launching actual missions. Small 
landing craft would stand offshore 
below the horizon while the infiltration 
and sabotage teams inflated their rubber 
boats and rowed to the beach. “I wanted 
it known [to the Koreans] that the Amer¬ 
icans took the guerrillas in by hand. This 
gave the Koreans respect for us, and the 
military services also.” 

Tofte’s empire expanded by leaps and 
bounds. Several years earlier the CIA 
had taken control of Gen. Claire Chen- 
nault’s old “Flying Tiger” air force 
from WWII — American mercenaries 
and regulars who fought for Chiang Kai- 
shek against the communists — and, 
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transferred it to Formosa, where it was 
renamed Civil Air Transport, or CAT. 
Now 40 of the aircraft, bearing Na¬ 
tionalist Chinese markings along with 
the CAT emblem, were transferred to 
Japan and Korea for Tofte’s use. The pi¬ 
lots and ground crews were on the CIA’s 
payroll. Tofte took a comfortably out¬ 
fitted C-47 — number XT-854 — for his 
personal plane, for flights around the 
string of six CIA training stations in 
Japan and others in Korea. He also took 
over a small house on Yong-do Island 
overlooking Pusan Harbor, highest 
point in the area, which he used for a 
retreat and for planning conferences. 
“This was one of the best views in Asia, 
and getting down there away from all 
the clamor in Tokyo enabled us to work 
better and faster.” 

Tofte’s mandate gave him responsibil¬ 
ity for covert action in a wide swath of 
Asia outside Korea: eastern Siberia as 
far inland as Lake Baikal; all of Mongo¬ 
lia and North China, including Man¬ 
churia; and the Kurile Islands and the 
Ryukyus, the latter under Soviet con¬ 
trol. One particularly delicate target was 


the major Soviet naval base at Vladivo¬ 
stok, Siberia. The Soviets used many 
Koreans and Chinese for casual labor at 
the base; thus insertion of CIA opera¬ 
tives was relatively easy. At any given 
time after late 1950 CIA had at least half 
a dozen agents working there, watching 
Soviet naval movements and keeping 
alert for any sign of possible Russian in¬ 
tervention in the war. 

The base was so closely guarded, how¬ 
ever, that Tofte’s agents dared not use 
radios for communication. “We relied 
on ‘carrier pigeons’ — other Korean 
agents who would take messages back 
and forth. Damnably dangerous work, 
but necessary.” 

By air and sea, agent teams penetrated 
Manchuria and eastern Siberia; other 
specially trained units based at the At¬ 
sugi CIA facility went into the Shantung 
Peninsula and the Tientsin area of North 
China. For political reasons there were 
strictures on the use of the CAT planes 
for insertion of agents on missions into 
China and the Soviet Union. “We 
couldn’t have planes with Chinese Na¬ 
tionalist markings flying over these 
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BELOW: Guerrillas pause during training. 
Note Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), 
standard ll.S. tight automatic weapon 
during WWII and Korean conflict. 


ABOVE: South Korean guerrillas in 
training on Yong-do Island practice firing 
with 2,36-inch rocket launchers. 



countries, so we relied upon the Far East 
Air Force,” Tofte said. 

Gen. Earle E. Partridge, the FEAF 
commander, thankful for the CIA’s help 
in rescuing his downed airmen, readily 
agreed to furnish planes and pilots for 
these dangerous behind-the-lines mis¬ 
sions. MacArthur, however, early on 
decided that Tofte’s operation was 
becoming too big, independent — and 
dangerous. On 25 October 1950, 
MacArthur cabled the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff that Tofte’s Office of Policy Coor¬ 
dination, “which [was] operating under 
special agreements, had been intermit¬ 
tently violating these agreements.” He 
reported that a recent incident, an air¬ 
drop of an agent into Soviet territory 
from an FEAF plane, had taken on 
“serious proportions.” Accordingly, he 
advised the JCS that he intended to sus¬ 
pend the project. He had already “di¬ 
rected the agencies of his command that 
they would not participate in similar 
projects without his specific authority.” 

The JCS replied two days later that 
“no responsible official in Washington 
questioned [MacArthur’s] command au¬ 
thority over the operations of the CIA in 
his theater or in areas projected there¬ 
from.” Nonetheless, the JCS “hoped he 
would afford such support to authorized 
intelligence and covert operations of 
CIA as would be consistent with 
CINCFE responsibilities.” 

(Although Tofte spoke freely of 
Korean operations in many interviews, 
because of security strictures he would 
give scant details of CIA activities in 
China and the USSR. Despite the pas¬ 
sage of three decades the CIA refused 
my Freedom of Information Act re¬ 
quests for access to the voluminous re¬ 
ports Tofte filed during his tenure in 
Korea. “At the end,” he told me, “the 
monthly reports were the size of a Man¬ 
hattan phone book.”) 

As the weeks passed, Tofte’s force at 
the Atsugi base alone rose to more than 
1,000 people living in a secure com¬ 
pound within the airfield. The CAT air¬ 
craft gave CIA a mobility independent 
of the military. “We never asked for 
military orders in Japan or Korea,” 
Tofte said, “but wrote our own to look 
like the official papers without which 
nobody could move. We ignored the em¬ 
bargo on bringing indigenous personnel 
in and out of Japan and moved hun¬ 
dreds of guerrillas and agents in and out 
of our own training and staging camps 
both in the war zone and throughout oc¬ 
cupied Japan.” 

These sub-rosa activities did not en¬ 
tirely escape Willoughby’s attention. 
CIA personnel found themselves under 
surveillance by Japanese policemen 
working for army counterintelligence; 
Tofte was so angered he gave fleetingly 
serious consideration to “drowning” 
one particularly obnoxious officer work- 

Continued on page 65 
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S HORTLY after John Glubb joined 
the Desert Patrol in Iraq, he learn¬ 
ed the whereabouts of some of the 
most feared robbers in the Arab world. 
Leading a detachment of his fierce pa¬ 
trolmen into the desert, he found the 
outlaws camped in the hollow of some 
sand dunes, and swept down on them. 
The robbers didn’t fire a shot, fearing 
the patrol’s legendary marksmanship, 
and Glubb’s men arrested no one; in- 

LEFT: Arab Legion Desert Patrol 
sergeant wears Arab Legion badge 
on headdress and is equipped with 
Smith & Wesson .38/200 British 
Service revolver. Chest bandolier 
holds five-round charger clips for 
Lee-Enfield. At his waist hangs 
jambiya, traditional Arab knife. 


MILITARY HISTORIAN 

Leroy Thompson, a frequent con¬ 
tributor to SOF, has a solid back¬ 
ground in law enforcement and mili- 
tary history. He was a special and base 
security officer In the U.S. Air Force 
and in civilian life has worked as a 
deputy sheriff, a bodyguard (in Eu¬ 
rope and the Caribbean) and security 
chief of a targe grocery chain. Thomp¬ 
son s academic background includes 
graduate studies in military history at 
the Universities of Oxford, Edinburgh 
and London. 

Thompson now runs a military 
book business that supplies univer¬ 
sities, military academies and military 
installations throughout the world. His 
SOF articles include "SAS'.at War in 
Malaya,” SOF* April '81. and “SAS 
Today,” SOF, December ’82, 


Arab Legionnaires of the Desert 
Mechanized Force prepare to go on 
patrol. Note Lewis gun mounted on 
each truck. 

stead they drove away 250 camels be¬ 
longing to the bandits. 

From that day, the Bedouin knew 
that Glubb was not a man to be trifled 
with. Other officials, both Arab and 
English, threatened criminals with jail 
and fines, which frightened them very 
little. A man who relieved them of their 
precious camels got their attention. 

When Glubb joined the Arab Legion, 
it was a small desert police force. Dur¬ 
ing the next 26 years, he turned the 
Legion into a fine fighting force and 
became so beloved by his men that 
they would have overthrown their king 
and put Glubb on the throne. The 
respect which the Legion enjoyed in the 
eyes of professional soldiers was large¬ 
ly attributable to its leader. He always 
minimized his own contributions, giv¬ 
ing credit to his men, particularly the 
desert Bedouin. T.E. Lawrence proved 
during World War 1 that the Bedouin 
made excellent soldiers, if they had a 
leader who could gain their love and 
respect and realize the fighting poten¬ 
tial of these independent nomads. 

T.E. Lawrence and John Glubb were 
such men. 

Glubb’s British Army service gave 
little indication that he would achieve 
fame as a soldier of fortune. After being 
wounded with the Royal Engineers dur¬ 
ing WWI, he was sent to Iraq, where he 
helped quell an Arab revolt in 1920. 
While in Iraq, Glubb nurtured his life¬ 
long interest in Bedouin literature and 
military history. Realizing that the Be¬ 


douin with whom he dealt daily were 
the descendants of the Moslem knights 
who had conquered most of the known 
world under Suleiman the Great, he 
developed an appreciation of their 
fighting potential. 

In 1924, to better understand the 
desert way of life, Glubb rode a camel 
500 miles across the Syrian desert 
from Transjordan to Iraq. This feat im¬ 
pressed the Bedouin, who told Glubb 
he was one of them at heart. 

Because he understood the Bedouin, 
Glubb ended the centuries-old tribal 
raiding in Iraq by forming a police force 
from local Bedouin familiar with the 
laws and customs of the desert. Glubb 
and his men gained the respect of the 
tribesmen, who began to rely on the 
law to settle their disputes. 

Since tribal warfare was an even 
greater problem in Transjordan, in 
1930 Glubb was invited to join the 
nine-year-old Arab Legion to form 
another desert police force. The Arab 
Legion’s commander, British soldier of 
fortune F.G. Peake (Peake Pasha), 
supported Glubb’s formation of the 
Desert Patrol and within two years ap¬ 
pointed him his second in command. 

As he had in Iraq, Glubb tried to re¬ 
cruit his patrol from local tribesmen, 
but distrust was strong among the no¬ 
mads and Glubb found himself policing 
thousands of miles of desert alone. But 
slowly, recruits began to trickle in. One 
indication of the loyalty Glubb inspired 
in his subordinates was the sudden ap¬ 
pearance of three former desert re¬ 
cruits who had served under him in 
Iraq and followed him 1,000 miles 
across the desert to rejoin him. 

Since they successfully controlled 
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thieves and smugglers, the patrols rep- 
utation grew. Gradually the local sheiks 
and their people came to respect Glubb 
and to realize that his men were there to 
protect and help them rather than col¬ 
lect taxes or harass them. Before long, 
hundreds of locals, including many 
sheiks’ sons, were anxious to join the 
patrol’s 90-man complement. Discipline 
problems were nonexistent, dismissal 
from the Legion being feared above any 
other punishment. 

Within a year raiding had virtually 
ceased and the patrol was esteemed 
throughout the desert. The rough 
tribesmen regarded it with the affection 
of Texas frontiersmen for the Texas 
Rangers, and, just as one ranger was 
enough to handle a not, one desert pa¬ 
trolman often prevented trouble be¬ 
tween large, armed bands merely by 
his presence. 

Glubb’s men knew how to use their 
Enfield rifles and S&W revolvers expert¬ 
ly when necessary, but they brought 
order to the desert more by force of 
character than by force of arms. 

With the raiding under control, 
things were fairly quiet in the desert 
when Glubb officially became Peake’s 
second in command in 1932. Glubb 
continued to personally command the 
Desert Patrol, whose members viewed 
him as a stern but loving father. The 
patrol was already the finest Arab 


John Bagot Glubb with King Abdullah 
of Transjordan, whom Glubb served 
for more than 20 years. 

fighting force in existence, but Glubb 
also wanted to use his men to educate 
other Bedouin. 

Since virtually every recruit was il¬ 
literate, Glubb launched a program to 
teach all patrol members to read and 
write. It was said that when Glubb in¬ 
spected Desert Patrol camps, grizzled 
veterans, who faced raiders and smug¬ 
glers fearlessly, fidgeted like uncomfor¬ 
table schoolboys while he looked over 
their slates or copybooks. 

Glubb thought that the Bedouin’s in¬ 
herent nobility produced outstanding 
soldiers. He emphasized excellence not 
by harsh rule but by his belief that his 
men were the best in the world. The ef¬ 
ficiency, discipline and esprit de corps 
of the Desert Patrol caused pride in all 
Transjordanians. 

The desert’s calm was disrupted in 
1936 when the troubles in Palestine 
spilled over into Transjordan. To give 
the Legion mobility against terrorists 
infiltrating from Palestine, the Desert 
Mechanized Force and two cavalry 
squadrons were formed and added to 
Glubb’s command. In what was per¬ 
haps the most effective anti-terrorist 
campaign in history, Glubb’s troops 
swept the guerrillas from Transjordan. 
The high efficiency of the 1,200-man 


The high efficiency of the 1,200-man 
Arab Legion had much to do with this 
victory, but even more important was 
the cooperation of the Transjordanians 
who refused to harbor terrorists and 
made a point of keeping “their” legion 
informed of terrorist activities. 

In 1939 Peake Pasha retired, and 
Glubb, now Glubb Pasha, took com¬ 
mand of the Arab Legion, but to the 
Transjordanians he was not a for¬ 
eigner. That year also saw the begin¬ 
ning of WWII in Europe. At first the war 
seemed far away from the desert, but 
after the defeat of France, the Vichy 
government in nearby Syria was a con¬ 
stant reminder of German conquests. 
When British fortunes were at their 
lowest. King Abdullah of Transjordan 
nobly entered the conflict as Britain’s 
ally. To the Germans, Transjordan’s 
tiny army must have seemed a joke. To 
the rest of the world it appeared a no¬ 
ble but futile gesture. 

The whole Middle East feared a Ger¬ 
man invasion, and when a pro-German 
revolt broke out in Iraq, a British force 
was sent to invade that country. Trans¬ 
jordan’s offer of support was accepted, 
and Glubb’s Desert Mechanized Force 
led the column as guides. Although 
originally skeptical of the 350 Arab sol¬ 
diers and their transplanted English 
commander, British officers and men 
soon accepted the legionnaires. For 
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the remainder of the war, members of 
the Arab Legion were cordially invited 
into British regimental messes and 
canteens. No other non-Anglo troops, 
except the Gurkhas who fought beside 
British soldiers for almost a century, 
had ever gained such popularity 
among British enlisted personnel. 

Besides being effective scouts, the 
Arab Legion also operated behind ene¬ 
my lines, destroying installations and 
harassing supply lines. Glubb’s old 
friends among the Iraqi sheiks remem¬ 
bered him and gave aid when possible. 

Legionnaires also led the Allied inva¬ 
sion of Syria and were welcomed by lo¬ 
cal Arabs as liberators. After this oper¬ 
ation it was assumed that the Legion, 
which had been recruiting and training 
more men in Transjordan, would be 
posted to the Western Desert to fight 
against the Afrika Korps. With Hitler s 
invasion of Russia, however, security 
for the overland lend-lease route to 
Russia and for the vital middle-eastern 
oil pipelines became so crucial that the 
Legion was used as a garrison force 
throughout the Middle East. Although 
it was thankless work, the Arab Legion 
kept the supply lines free from sabo¬ 
tage or pilferage during the war. 

After WWII, the West determined 
that the Jews should have their own 
homeland, and Jewish settlement in 


Bedouin members of Desert Patrol 
mounted on camels. Glubb always 
thought of these desert nomads as 
the backbone of the Arab Legion. 

Palestine increased. While encourag¬ 
ing the settlement of displaced persons 
from Europe, the United States and 
Britain gave little thought to the native 
Palestinians, thus creating bitterness 
among the local Arabs. Though the 
British tried to administer Palestine, 
they found themselves facing terrorism 
and hatred from Arab and Jew alike. 
Britain asked her old friend. King Ab¬ 


dullah, for help, and he ordered Glubb 
to send Arab Legion security com¬ 
panies across the border. Though 
scrupulously fair, the Legion was 
vilified by both Arab and Jew as a ser¬ 
vant of the British. 

As the British left Palestine and Is¬ 
rael was created in 1948, Arab appre¬ 
hension about the future grew and Pal¬ 
estinian Arabs begged the Arab Legion 
to protect them. Fearing that the more 
numerous, better-armed Israelis 

Continued on page 71 



ARAB LEGION: 
Armament and Tactics 
by Fred Reed 

The armament of the Desert Patrol 
consisted of .38 Smith & Wesson re¬ 
volvers, chambered for the .38/200 
British service round (U.S. ,38 S&W); 
bolt-action .303 Lee-Enfield rifles; 
and .303 Lewis machine guns with a 
eyelid rate of fire of 550 rounds per 
minute and using 47- or 97-round 
drum magazines. During World War II 
and after, they used .303 Bren 
machine guns with a cyclic rate of fire 
of 500 rounds per minute and 30- 
round box magazines. 

The Desert Patrol was almost entire¬ 
ly Bedouin and relied on age-old Be¬ 
douin tactics of hit-and-run. When 
tracking camel thieves or raiders, the 
Desert Patrol were also masters of am¬ 
bush. While fighting in WWII, the 
Arab Legion operated mostly as 
scouts, but also engaged in SAS-style 
hit-and-run raids behind enemy lines. 
The Desert Patrolman was also known 
for being dogged in pursuit of raiders 
or thieves. 

Although there were agricultural 
areas in Transjordan, the terrain in 
which the Patrol operated consisted 
mostly of slightly undulating plains 
broken by lava fields, rugged cliffs and 


Marmon-Herrington Mark IVs of the 
Arab Legion Armored Car Regiment. 

valleys. About the only inhabitants of 
this vast, empty space of rock and 
sand were nomadic tribesmen from 
whom the patrol was drawn. 

Transportation used by the patrol 
changed rapidly. In the *30s f it used 
Ford trucks with Lewis machine guns 
mounted on them; starting in 1939, 
homemade armored trucks were built; 
in 1945, Marmon-Herrington ar¬ 
mored cars were added; in 1949, 
Land Rovers with short wheel-bases 
came into use for patrols; in 1952, 
Valentine (Archer) 17-pound self- 
propelled guns were added and, in 


1954, Charioteer tanks with 20- 
pounder guns. The armored cars, self- 
propelled guns and tanks were 
primarily for use by armored units of 
the Arab Legion. The Desert Patrol 
normally used only trucks or, later, ar¬ 
mored cars. They also used camels 
and horses. 

In peacetime, the Patrol served as a 
paramilitary rural police force, but also 
as the arm of the government which 
had the respect of the locals. In fact, 
the Patrol often acted as all branches 
of government for the Bedouin. In 
war, members of the Patrol acted as 
light cavalry or light armored infantry, 
and w'ere at their best while scouting 
and raiding. 
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Don’t Be A Jerk 

LEARN TO 
TALK MERC 


by John W. I. Ball 


L ET'S start right out by getting 
straight with each other. Being a 
soldier of fortune ain't all it's cracked 
up to be. Decent jobs are hard to find, 
the pay is marginal — if you get paid at 
all — the working conditions are not 
what OSHA would recommend, the 
food (when you get food) usually still 
has the hair on it, your family life is a 
laugh, your fellow workers are as surly a 
lot as you could possibly wish to find 
and naturally there's always that possi¬ 
bility of being, like, killed . The less said 
about the retirement program the better. 

In spite of all this, or perhaps because 
of it,' there are a lot of folks out there 
who have romantic notions about the 
dashing life of the mercenary soldier. 
And you can take advantage of this even 
if you have never had the opportunity to 
be one (or, for that matter, even if your 
total military experience consists of 
flunking your National Guard physical). 
Here’s how. 

Talk mere. If Chris Walken and Rich¬ 
ard Burton can do it, so can you. It is the 
purpose of this article to teach you how. 

For the reader with some military ex¬ 
perience, of course, talking mere will 
come fairly easily, as you already have 
most of the necessary bad habits. Pilots, 
whether military or civilian, will also 
find mere an easy language to pick up. 
However, it harms none of us to im¬ 
prove our techniques and add to oilr 


MERC SPOKEN HERE 

John W.I. Ball's ability to speak 
mere like the natives probably comes 
from his Army background. Now a 
security consultant, he is also a major 
in the U.S. Army (Reserve) and ac¬ 
tive in the National Guard. 

Ball served in 'Nam in 1969-70 with 
the 1st Air Cav. as a scout pilot and 
gunship pilot. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze 
Star and Air Medal plus, as he says, 
‘‘the rest of the fruit salad they 
handed out over there.” 

This isn’t the first time Ball has 
submitted an article to SOF. About a 
year ago, we accepted another hu¬ 
morous piece on a current Caribbean 
caper. Time passed and more impor¬ 
tant issues pre-empted article space in 
the magazine. We had to send Ball’s 
article back — in magazine jargon, 
“kill” it. 

Ball’s response is worth printing in 
full: “Just a note to tell you I re¬ 
ceived the kill-fee. It has given my 
friends something to talk about — 
not everyone gets a certified ‘kill’ fee 
from Soldier of Fortune . Considering 
your magazine’s image it might be 
better to call it a ‘non-publication 
honorarium,' perhaps.” 

—M.L. Jones 


skills, otherwise Reader’s Digest 
wouldn’t keep running “It Pays To In¬ 
crease Your Word Power” every month. 

Let’s start with telling time. The 
military uses a 24-hour time system 
which leaves most civilians slack-jawed 
although it's certainly not difficult. One 
a.m. for instance, is 0100 hours (pro¬ 
nounced “zero one hundred hours”). 
One p.m. is 1300 hours (pronounced 
“thirteen hundred hours”). Minutes are 
added as appropriate, i.e., 2:15 p.m. is 
pronounced “fourteen-fifteen hours” or 
simply “fourteen-fifteen” if you’re be¬ 
ing slangy. Be slangy whenever possible. 

The real trick is to practice until you 
feel comfortable with this time system, 
then use it whenever possible and trans¬ 
late. Telling a blind date, for instance, 
“I'll pick you up at 1800, sorry, that’s 
six o’clock your time,” is one of the bet¬ 
ter ways to impress her. Right away 
you’ve caught her imagination and be¬ 
come a Man of Mystery. 

The next thing to learn is the military 
phonetic alphabet. Space does not per¬ 
mit running the whole thing here, but 
suffice to say that it is designed to allow 
messages to be radioed without mistakes 
or misunderstandings arising from dif¬ 
ferent pronunciations of letters. “A,” 
for instance, is Alpha, “B” is Bravo and 
so on. You can get the whole thing from 
any local reserve unit, ROTC detach¬ 
ment, flying club or Boy Scout troop. 
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Use of the phonetic alphabet allows al¬ 
most immediate double plays such as 
‘Til pick you up at 1800 ... sorry ... 
that’s six Papa Mike your time. Papa 
Mike? Oh, that’s p.m. Six p.m. Be ready 
when I get there.” 

By this time, of course, you’ve got the 
poor girl so bum-fuzzled that she feels 
inferior and will accept a little prodding 
such as that last line about being ready 
when you get there. See how it works? 
Truly beautiful short-term relationships 
can be built on this basis. 

The next thing you need to under¬ 
stand about talking mere is that nothing 
military is ever called by its full and cor¬ 
rect name by anybody who has made it 
past his first 20 minutes of Basic Train¬ 
ing. The military uses a lot of numbers 
and initials in identifying its equipment, 
and these designations tend to get 
pruned down in use to something that 
the users can live with. 

The AN/PRC-25 radio, for instance, is 
universally known and loved as the 
“Prick-25.” Weapons and fighting 
equipment for some reason tend to be 
known by numbers. Thus an M16 rifle is 
generally called a “sixteen” and an Ml 13 
Armored Personnel Carrier is called a 
“one-one-three.” This can get a tad tan¬ 
gled when names (although you should 
start using the term “nomenclature”) 
overlap; the M60 machine gun and the 
M60 tank are good examples. Both are 


commonly referred to as “sixties.” 

Context can help avoid confusion. 
“There I was, hosing ’em with my 60 
...” implies a machine gun since one 
does not normally hose the foe with an 
M60 tank, although one might indeed 
hose ’em with the co-ax (co-axially 
mounted machine gun in a tank turret). 

Confusing, isn’t it? Now, imagine 
how confused your hypothetical blind 
date must be, realize how vulnerable a 
confused person is — and you can see 
where all this is leading. 


“Humpin’ our 
rucks through the 
boonies — we saw 
six dinks.” 


There is, of course, no way to talk 
mere like a native without years of ex¬ 
posure to the language. It’s like any 
other foreign tongue: The best way to 
pick it up is to live with the natives, talk 
with the natives and think like the 
natives. On the other hand, Berlitz 
language courses have been teaching 


people to find the potty in 27 languages 
for years and you’re not trying to pass 
these linguistic gymnatics off on actual 
meres. You’re just trying to dazzle the 
uninformed. 

With that thought in mind, the fol¬ 
lowing is a list of useful words and 
phrases in mere. You can mix’n’match 
or construct whole sentences, whatever 
makes your blood pressure rise. Use 
them in good health. 

KILL: grease, wax, slot, hose, smoke , 
take out, pop, hit, dust, waste, render 
inop, separate their dogtags, close their 
health record, torque, fire up. (There are 
others, but this is a good starter kit. Use 
in sentences like this: “So we popped 
three of ’em with the 60 and the rest 
split.”) 

GUN: It should be noted here that the 
only piece of military shooting equip¬ 
ment which is properly a “gun” is a can¬ 
non. Ask any veteran what happened the 
last time his Drill Sergeant heard him 
call his rifle a gun. Go ahead, ask. 
“Gun” in this lexicon is a generic term 
covering pieces, irons, weapons, bullet 
launchers, etc. Guns are most generally 
known by either their number (60, 16), 
their initials (FN, AK, PPK, RPD) or 
their caliber (.38, .45, .223, 7.62). 


Continued on page 76 
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SOF Looks 
At Concealment 

HIDING 

YOUR HEATER 

Text & Photos by Bill Guthrie 


W HEN it is important to be able to 
reach something fast, it’s usually 
not a good idea to hide it. Generally, this 
is as true of guns as it is of anything else, 
but there are times when the soldier, du¬ 
ty cop or private citizen needs to hide a 
gun and still get to it on demand. 


Unusual concealment can be seen in 
the sniper-rifle/crutch in The Day of the 
Jackal or in the UZI-in-the-briefcase 
trick shown in the videotapes of the 
Reagan assassination attempt, but the 
average hidden firearm will be a pistol in 
a pocket or a holster. Under these condi¬ 


tions the length, height and width of the 
pistol, the user’s build, and the thickness 
of covering garments govern what can 
and cannot be concealed. 

Caliber of ammunition controls what 
size a handgun must be if it is a repeater. 
Number of rounds held in magazine or 



TOP LEFT: Any holster can show your gun 
if you bend the wrong way. BOTTOM 
LEFT: John Metzger, mild-mannered SOF 
reporter, carries .44 Magnum S&W M29-2 
in notebook-shielded parka pocket. 

BELOW: Heavy coats pad more, but stiffer 
construction allows unfastened front to gap, 
revealing weapon. 
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cylinder, their arrangement and the bore 
diameter impose dimensional require¬ 
ments on a handgun. Accordingly, a 
small .22- or .25-inch semi-auto is bound 
to be easier to hide than a Dirty Harry 
.44 Magnum. Smaller-caliber handguns 
can be stuck in the waistband, boot top, 
pockets, rolled bottoms of watchcaps or 
anyplace else you can think of where the 
pistol is protected from view. They 
weigh practically nothing, are very 
slender and often do not have the kind 
of profiles that might immediately give 
them away as guns. 

As good an idea as it may be for one 
expecting violence to have these pop¬ 
guns on his person as back-ups, he 
should not rely on them as primary 
weapons. Then you need a handgun with 
more power, number of cartridges and 
accuracy than an extremely small light- 
caliber semiauto can provide. Although 
many other satisfactory cartridges exist, 
the most commonly available full-sized 
pistol rounds are .45 ACP, .44 Mag¬ 
num, .44 Special, 9mm Parabellum, .357 
Magnum and .38 Special. 

Although simplicity and resistance to 
dirt and pocket-fuzz seem to favor the 
revolver, there is one very good reason 
to use an auto for concealment: width. 
The cylinder on a .44 Mag six-shot is 
about 1.75 inches, while the standard 
1911 Colt .45 is closer to 1.25 and the 
H&K P7 PSP is 1.1 inches. In terms of 
hiding any of those under clothes, it is 
obvious that the thinner weapon will not 
make the same kind of impression on 
clothing that the thicker one will. Addi¬ 


tionally, longer barrels for slower- 
burning powders, hammer-spurs and a 
design requirement for the cylinder to 
ride above the hand in the pistol's frame 
make nearly all revolvers harder to hide 
than standard large-frame autos. 

It is not fair, but body build must also 
be considered when trying to hide a 
pistol on a human. We all know men in 
the neighborhood of 250 pounds who 
could hide a pistol-gripped riot gun 
under a windbreaker, but most of us do 
not have that advantage. Axiomatically, 
the bigger someone is, the easier he can 
hide a gun. 

If the carrier has a particularly slender 
build and can afford the tariff, there are 
extremely compact 9mm and .45 auto¬ 
loaders on the market, notably the De¬ 
tonics line, the ASP, Beretta 92SB Com¬ 
pact and the rumored Belgian FN Com¬ 
pact 9mm (approximately 6.75 inches 
long, one inch wide and a nearly unbe¬ 
lievable 3.5 inches from butt to top of 
slide with a seven-plus-one capacity). It 
should be mentioned that the stock H&K 
P7 is not much bigger than these special 
compact editions. 

After considerations of the size of the 
weapon and the size of the gunman, 
clothing defines what can be hidden. 
Light, tight-fitting, minimum coverage 
sporting clothing is not good for con¬ 
cealment of full-size handguns. Obvi¬ 
ously, heavy winter clothing will cover 
nearly anything, but a comfortably cut 
business suit, sport-coat or windbreaker 
worn over shorts and T-shirt all help 
conceal firearms. 



LEFT: Safe and secure, squeeze-cocking 
HK P7 barely breaks waistline in inside-the- 
belt Bianchi holster. 



BELOW: Nearly undetectable except by 
pat-down, ASP in Bianchi clip-on peeks out 
of boot before lowered cuff hides the 9mm 
compact. 



A down jacket can cover almost any¬ 
thing a man can carry up to a British two- 
inch commando mortar. Large patch 
pockets are good for hiding guns, and the 
giveaway profile can be further concealed 
by covering the weapon with a notepad or 
a wadded handkerchief. 

Although belt or pocket gives enough 
security for most purposes, special hol¬ 
sters usually offer greater retention and 
comfort. The classic concealment rig, 
beloved of directors of gangster movies, 
is the shoulder holster. Shoulder holsters 
come in three configurations best cate¬ 
gorized by the way the gun’s muzzle 
points when it is holstered. Most often 
the holster holds the pistol so the muzzle 
points down the wearer’s side with the 
butt tucked under the armpit, but one 
variant puts short-barreled autos under 
the arm with the barrel pointed straight 
back and the butt in the most natural 
vertical position for a quick draw. The 
final, and rarer, version points the barrel 
up in front of the shoulder with the butt 
pointing backwards under the armpit. 
This design is most useful with long-bar¬ 
reled revolvers. 

Many excellent holsters are currently 
available which ably hide pistols at the 
belt. They improve on sticking the pistol 
through the belt by more securely hold¬ 
ing the weapon, holding it higher and 
tighter to the body, smoothing the pro¬ 
file of the barrel and action to prevent 
identification, and preventing tangling 
of sights in clothing on the draw. A 
pistol on the belt is usually in an easier 
and more natural position for the draw 
than one in a shoulder holster. If the 
coat is long and heavy enough, a 
relatively low outside-the-belt design is 
perfectly adequate, but most modern 
low-profile designs fit inside the pants. 

Rather slower on the draw, but hard 
to find are the ankle holsters. Popular¬ 
ized by Gene Hackman’s impersonation 
of “Popeye” Doyle in The French Con¬ 
nection, ankle holsters are fine hiders of 
compact pistols. Some are elaborate 
padded and velcro-strapped holsters 
suitable for ankle or calf wear, while 
others are held by a spring-steel clip to 
the inside of a boot top, and can double 
as inside-the-belt holsters. A light, small, 
alloy-frame pistol can be concealed just 
as well in an elastic ankle bandage at a 
fraction of the cost of the other two, 
though the draw may be slower. 

The position, place and kind of fire¬ 
arm to be hidden are limited more by the 
imagination than by products available. 
Experiment with weapon concealment if 
it is needed, and be prepared to be sur¬ 
prised where guns can be hidden. 

Also, if you have not checked ap¬ 
plicable laws on concealed weapons in 
your community and state be prepared 
to be surprised at the absence of humor 
with which your experiments will be 
treated by the authorities'.^ 
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DUSTOFF! 

“God Go With Us” 

by Robert B. Robeson 



H E trudged through the ankle-deep 
sand at the 95th Evacuation Hos¬ 
pital in Da Nang, Vietnam, displaying 
the smiling face that I would learn to ap¬ 
preciate so much in the next few months. 
He was short, wiry, and he saluted even 
though his flight helmet was still on — 
visor up and intercom cord trailing out 
behind him like some dangling reptile. 

Grabbing my overloaded duffel bag 
and effortlessly slinging it over a 
shoulder, he directed me toward the 
idling helicopter on the pad 50 yards 
away. It was my first glimpse of 
Specialist Five John N. Seebeth. 

It was mid-July 1969. War would now 
be a reality for me, but Seebeth — at 21 
— had already seen it all. I wondered, 
later, if he’d ever really been young or if, 
like so many others I would get to know 
in Vietnam, he had been born old and 
experienced in the ways of death and 
life. Although the next month and a half 
would irretrievably alter our lives, I will 
never forget his smile at that first 
meeting — and it was always there 
whether we were involved in good or 
hard times. 1 knew Seebeth was a good 


FROM NAM 
TO NEBRASKA 

Robert B. Robeson flew 987 com¬ 
bat medical-evacuation missions in 
Vietnam (1969-1970), evacuating 
2,533 patients. He was operations of¬ 
ficer and commanding officer during 
his tour with the 236th Medical De¬ 
tachment (HA) in Da Nang. He lost 
seven helicopters to enemy fire, was 
twice shot down and has been deco¬ 
rated eight times for heroism. He is a 
free-lance writer, having published 
250 articles in 155 international, na¬ 
tional and local publications, which 
include Sepia , Frontier Airlines Mag¬ 
azine , Army Aviation Magazine and 
the Reader's Digest . 

He is the State recruiting and reten¬ 
tion manager for the Nebraska Army 
National Guard in Lincoln, Neb., 
and has served more than 23 years in 
the military. He is presently com¬ 
pleting his thesis for a master’s degree 
in journalism from the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln. 


Medevac UH-IH chopper fired up for 
rescue by author Robeson and CW2 
Timothy J. Yost, headed to Red Beach/Da 
Nang in early 1970. Photo: Bild am 
Sonntag 

man for a bad medevac, but I knew little 
else about this grinning, gung-ho medic 
until it was really too late. 

Our crew was assigned to field stand¬ 
by duty at LZ Baldy, about 25 miles 
south of Da Nang. Farther south, Amer- 
ical Division units had been engaged 
with an entire North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) Division and we began flying 12 
to 13 hours a day picking up their dead 
and wounded. During those 2Vi days, 
our dustoff crew was forged into a team 
that worked under the worst conditions 
to save lives in combat. 

I remember lying on my back on a 
dusty bunk during a brief lull in the ac¬ 
tion the second day, and talking to 
Seebeth across the hootch. A high- 
pitched voice and animated conversation 
were his trademarks and I smiled as he 
drew me a picture with hands that had 
saved many lives. This time the words 
had a serious note — probably because 
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we knew our odds were getting worse. 
He spoke rapidly and I listened and 
nodded as he talked. He brought up the 
possibility of our being shot down. 

“Well, sir,” he said, “if we ever go 
down you can sure count on one thing.” 

“What’s that?” 

“That I won’t leave you alone out 
there. Especially if you’re hurt. If I have 
to die, I want to go trying to help some¬ 
one or trying to protect my buddies.” 

At that moment it sounded a bit too 
dramatic, even though we’d already 
taken a number of “hits” the morning 
before in our first aircraft. I had been 
locked into my shoulder harness when a 
round entered behind my seat and broke 
the unlocking device. 

But even in combat you don’t really 
think the worst will ever happen. You 
see it all day but it’s always someone else 
— never you. We talked for a few 
minutes more until another mission be¬ 
ing called in ended our discussion. 

It was another insecure landing zone, 
under heavy small-arms fire. Normally, 
we’d try to get gunships to accompany 
us, but none were available because of 
heavy action in the area. The ground 
troops had also radio-relayed to the aid 
station that the patient would be dead 
unless we got there immediately. 
Although we were unarmed, we agreed 
to go it alone and try to sneak in ... as 
we’d done so many times before. 

This mission was for a seriously 
wounded American. He waited for us in 
a valley that we’d gone into 10 to 15 
times before. We had received fire on 
almost every attempt. 

I remember looking down as we ap¬ 
proached the area. It appeared calm and 
untroubled from 2,000 feet but inside I 
knew danger was waiting down there. 
Even Seebeth’s usual “God go with us,” 
spoken softly into his intercom before 
every approach, seemed different. The 
crewchief said later that he held up 
crossed fingers as he said it. He’d never 
done that before. Maybe intuition 
warned him. 

Diving down from 2,000 feet, we spun 
quickly toward the yellow swirl of smoke 



Bloodstained “chicken-plate” (armored 
vest) worn by Seebeth when rounds went 
over neckline — see hole — to blow out his 
larynx. Photo: Robert B. Robeson 


in a tiny clearing. But all of our 
maneuvering was to no avail because we 
had to drop straight down into a 
“hover-hole” barely wider than our 
blades. We began taking hits before we 
touched the ground. 

As our skids made contact, the entire 
jungle exploded with enemy fire. We 
were encircled. As they threw the 
wounded man aboard, holes popped in 
the chopper’s skin as if by magic. I 
turned to Seebeth to see if he was inside 
when a short burst of automatic fire 
blew open his neck. I yelled for the 
crewchief to assist him as we attempted 
to climb out of the ambush. The fire 
continued and knocked out all of our 
radios but one. Somehow we climbed 
and limped toward home. 

I turned in my seat and told Seebeth, 
“We’ll get you back. You’ll be all 
right.” I doubted it since there was a 
ragged hole where his throat had been. 
He just shrugged his shoulders and in¬ 
structed the crewchief, via hand mo¬ 
tions, how to put the IV into his arm. 
Then he monitored its flow and kept his 
own airway clear of the blood that was 
quickly filling his lungs. 

With great difficulty we flew the air¬ 
craft back and landed safely. A litter 
team was waiting for us but Seebeth 
pointed to the other patient, pushed 
them away, and ran 70 yards to the aid 
station — unassisted. As a medic he 
knew the severity of his injuries and was 
well aware that seconds saved meant life. 

I ran in behind him and marveled as 
he jumped up on an open litter used for 
examinations. He waved for the doctors 
to start working — doctors who had 


Col. Pratt (left), 95th Evacuation 
Hospital commander, presents Robeson 
with second Distinguished Flying Cross 
and second Air Medal with “V” in early 
1970 at Red Beach (Da Nang), Vietnam. 
Photo: Capt. Richard L. Fox 

worked with him on other patients only 
hours before. 

He kept mouthing the words, “I can’t 
breathe,” as they began a tracheotomy 
to get air to his lungs. There was no time 
for pain-killers — they just started cut¬ 
ting. Seebeth was fighting to live and 
began kicking his feet in anger at his 
body’s failure. I held his feet and tried to 
ease the fears we all had. 

He looked at me. His lips moved si¬ 
lently: “I can’t breathe,” and big tears 
began to run down his cheeks — min¬ 
gling with the mucus and blood that 
covered him and everyone nearby. He 
suffered bravely until he passed out. 

After surgery, Seebeth began to re¬ 
spond and was judged capable of being 
evacuated from the war zone for further 
surgery. I went to see him a number of 
times, between missions, at the evacua¬ 
tion hospital but he was always un¬ 
conscious so I just stood by the bed feel¬ 
ing inadequate, watching the heaving 
chest and the tubes running in and out of 
his body. 

I wished then that the whole world 
could have seen him bring three Ameri¬ 
cans back to life in one day after they 
had been placed aboard our aircraft ap¬ 
parently dead. Mouth-to-mouth breath¬ 
ing and closed heart massage, which he 
could do simultaneously, gave them 

Continued on page 79 
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TODAY’S ARMY 
SHAPING UP 


SOF Joins Reforger ’82 
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ABOVE: U.S. 
M60 Main Battle 
Tank moves 
down German 
road during 
Reforger ’82. 
RIGHT: Calif. 
National Guard 
UH-1 Huey sets 
down in rural 
Germany as Maj. 
Tom Lasser 
checks 
situation. 



O UR Huey raced low 
over the rolling 
German countryside at 
120 knots, sometimes 
only a few feet off the 
ground. The sun stabbed 
in slanting rays through 
broken clouds. We 
skimmed over hills and 
plateaus that fell away 
suddenly for hundreds of 
feet to valleys and fields. 
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LEFT: U.S. M60A1 MBT 
moves out in cloud of 
dust. ABOVE: M113 APC 
lurks in treeline. 


Germany is lovely, full of 
open country despite a 
large population, and 
good tank country. We 
were looking for tanks. 

They aren’t easy to 
find, even for the Army. 
The sprawling exercise 
going on below was 
Reforger ’82, the latest in 
a long series of annual 
war games in which an 
allied Blue Force tries to 
repel an invasion of the 
Orange Force, simulating 
you-know-who, The troops 
move fast, hide well and 
don’t always bother to 
tell the Public Affairs 
Office where they are. 

A lot of guys from 
several countries were 
down there, including 
19,000 brought over from 
the United States to 
simulate the emergency 
reinforcement that is 
supposed to happen if 
war starts. A lot of new 
hardware was getting 
field-tested, notably the 
Ml Abrams main battle 
tank, the UH-60 
Blackhawk helicopter and 
the Divad (Division Air 


Defense system). You 
still couldn’t see a 



ABOVE: Ml Abrams MBT, equipped 
with commander’s M2 HB Cal. .50 
machine gun, has 105mm M68 El main 
gun. U.S. will update gun to German 
Rheinmetall 120mm in 1984. 


damned thing. 

The pilot threw the 
Huey into a hard bank 
over thick woods, 
reminding me of other 
times and places. We 
swung over a sugar-beet 
field, squatted four feet 
off the earth and ooched 
under a power line. Those 
things can do an unholy 
number on a chopper that 
doesn’t know where 
they are. 


RIGHT: Troops of 82nd Airborne Division’s air- 
defense contingent use M163 Vulcan self- 
propelled anti¬ 
aircraft guns 
fitted with M61A1 
20mm Vulcan 
automatic 
cannon. BELOW: 

U.S. M60A1 MBT 
tank column waits 
to move out in 
Reforger ’82. 
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Then we flew aimlessly 
over an area of several 
square miles, turning 
here and there, hovering, 
curving on a new course, 
carefully showing no 
interest in the long line of 
blue tanks hidden in a 
tree line. Commanders 
take their ambushes 
seriously. Reporters are 
not welcome if they give 
away positions. 

The tanks were M60s. 
We were looking for Mis. 
Finding them was proving 
a hell of a problem. You 
can argue about whether 
an Ml can get to the 
neighborhood 
McDonald’s without 
breaking down, but when 
they are running, they are 
fast — incredibly fast. 

Every time we had 
taken off to look for 
them, the major at PAO 
had pointed at the grid 
map and said, “They were 
here an hour ago.” In an 
hour one of those things 
could be in northern 
Denmark. They were 
never around when 
we arrived. 

We finally sailed 
casually over the hidden 
column, 18 tanks with 
their main guns trained 
on the road. The crews 
started hamming it up 
when they saw my 
cameras. One of them, 
who understood how 


photographers work, 
began firing blanks at 
the Huey. 

I was glad to see that 
kind of high-spirited 
clowning around. It 
means morale is good. 
When you spend a week 
flying over an exercise, 
you don’t gather many 
hard facts, but you get 
overall impressions that 
can mean a lot. For 
example: The Army has 
improved vastly since I 
last looked at non¬ 
elite outfits. 

In the late 70s, I once 
went through jungle 
training with an average 
division in Panama, and 
then went to Ft. Hood for 
some time in the field 
with the armor. The 
troops were sullen, half- 
assed, poorly trained, 
badly disciplined and just 
plain stupid. Racial 
tension was dangerously 
high. I don’t think the 
public ever realized how 
bad the situation was. 

The Army I saw in 
Europe looked sharp. The 
men seemed happy, knew 
what they were doing and 
had the kind of do-it- 
because-you're-supposed- 
to discipline that 
American armies ought to 
have. I think the blacks 
and whites would actually 
shoot at the Russians 
instead of at each other 
in a war. In particular, 
blacks seemed to think 
they were part of the 
army, not oppressed 
people. The change is 
clear, and badly needed. 

S OMEWHERE 

north of Wertheim — 

Once again we were in 
the Huey, looking for 
Mis. We swooped into 
the kind of tight bank 
that makes you think 
when your legs are 
hanging out over the 
skids. As we raced over a 
clearing in the forest, two 
evil-looking barrels 
suddenly snaked around 
to track us: a Divad, a 
twin-barreled, radar- 


directed 40mm now 
coming into the 
inventory. You can get 
debates over how 
effective it is, but you 
won’t get them from 
chopper pilots. It 
certainly tracked us well. 

Ahead we saw 
something else I’d been 
looking for — Leopard 
tanks of the German 12th 
Panzers, wicked 
machines with the 
characteristic wavy skirts. 
I waved at the pilot to set 
down, which he did, and 
ran into the field to get 
some pictures. The crews 
grinned, waved and went 
about their business. 

They look to be as good 
as their reputation, 
goosing those big 
mothers around with 
precision you wouldn’t 
expect in a tank. German 
crews were generally less 
playful than ours, not 
stuffy but just quieter. I 
wouldn’t want to 
fight them. 

The big question in 
these parts is how the 
Leopard stacks up 
against the Ml. The Army 
is sensitive about it, 
having gotten a lot of flak 
about the alleged defects 
of the Ml. The answer 
seems to be, at least 
according to everyone I 
talked to here, that they 
are both good tanks when 
working. The debate 
breaks into two 
questions. First, is the 
Mi’s 1500-horsepower 
turbine and reputedly 
delicate drive-train a 
match for the sturdy 
diesel of the Leopard? 

The Army swears it is, 
and says that the 174 
Mis in Reforger had a 
97-percent overall 
operational-readiness 
rate. This is a better 
performance than the 
M60s turned in. Critics 
still say the Army is 
cooking the evidence 


because it can’t afford to 
admit the Ml is a lemon. 
Take your pick. 

Second, is the Mi’s 
105mm main gun a match 
for the Leopard’s 120mm 
smoothbore? Hell no. The 
Army as much as admits 
this by its plans to put a 
120 on later Mis. The 
United States is 
notorious for under¬ 
gunning its tanks. 
Meanwhile the official 
line at the Pentagon is 
that the 105 is adequate, 
and that a tank can carry 
a lot more of the smaller 
rounds. Think how many 
BBs it could carry. 

I N the air — A couple 
of things strike you 
about European war, at 
least if you are 
accustomed to Asian- 
style fighting and haven’t 
really thought a lot about 
Europe. The weather 
stinks. It was bad in Asia 
too, but American pilots 
didn’t have to fight an 
enemy air force. Germany 
is cloudy and foggy a lot 
of the time. The people 
who think the Air Force 
should get large numbers 
of cute little day-fighters 
like the F-5 ought to 
spend an hour trying to 
use one against an 
enemy in a cloud bank. 

And with night-vision 
gear making it easier for 
armies to move in the 
dark, an attack plane that 
can’t work after sundown 
is going to be a ticket for 
Ivan to ride, all night 
long. Maybe we should 
have larger numbers of 
slightly less- 

sophisticated planes, like 
F-6s, but anything less 
would be crazy. 
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It is a lot harder to find 
things over here than I 
had expected. My idea of 
something hard to find 
was a 90-pound rice- 
burner in black pajamas. 
Masses of tanks, I 
thought, should stand out 
like a bargirl in church. 
They don’t. The West 
Germans park them 
between houses in towns. 
Several times I drove 
down long, ordinary¬ 
looking streets and found 
tank-guns looking at me 
from every garden. They 
don’t show from the air. 
Even without cammo 
nets, you have to fly right 
over them and slow down 
to see them. The crews 
tend to cozy up to tree 
lines in the field and back 
into the woods every time 
they stop. Visible 
they ain’t. 


flown over with them 
from the States. They had 
their operations room set 
up in a beerhall rented 
from the Germans, and 
repair facilities spread 
through the woods for 
concealment. Lasser and 
I and some of the pilots 
were sitting under the 
trees, greasing down on 
Cs. The damned things 
haven’t improved since 
they were invented. 

“I can’t believe how 
rotten our luck has 
been,” Lasser was 
saying. “We fly way the 
hell and gone to Germany 
and sit on our butts for 
two weeks. Damn.” He 


RIGHT: Ml 
Abrams MBT with 
commander’s M2 
HB Cal. .50 
machine gun and 
loader’s M240 MG 
in 7.62 mm NATO. 
BELOW: German 
Lancers survey 
countryside for 
enemy. German 
MG3 in 7.62mm 
NATO sits atop truck. Bundeswehr 
wears one-piece U.S.-style steel helmet 
with camouflage netting. 


S OMEWHERE near 
Schwaebisch Hall — 

I was in the woods with 
the 49th Medium 
Helicopter Company, Maj. 
Tom Lasser commanding. 
The 49th is a Guard unit 
out of California, flying 
CH-47 Chinooks, I had 
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ABOVE: Chopper- 
mechanic tinkers 
with cranky 
turbine.RIGHT: 

Bundeswehr 
Gepard twin 
35mm self- 
propelled anti¬ 
aircraft gun has 
surveillance radar. 

BELOW: Bundeswehr Leopard, 12th 
Panzer Rgt. driver checks vehicle’s road 
wheels and support rollers as it stands 
on country road. 




SOL Dili! K OF FORTUNE 43 











poured little C-ration 
envelopes into his coffee 
to try to make it 
drinkable. Army coffee is 
worse than Marine coffee, 
if that's possible. 

“Look at it as a 
vacation,” said one of the 
pilots. “How many 
governments send their 
Guard units to Europe for 
R and R?” 

A few days before an 
Army CH-47 had crashed 
with 40 or so skydivers 
aboard. All died. Stars 
and Stripes had 
published an eerie picture 
of the bird, way up, still 
in level flight for a last 
instant, with the aft pylon 
torn off and hanging in 
air. The rear rotor blade 
was hitting the ground. 

All Chinooks were 
grounded immediately. I 
had spent a morning in 
the fog with mechanics 
while they took oil 
samples from the 
transmission for analysis 
for metal content. The 
transmission on the dead 
bird had gone. 

I like traveling with the 
Guard. Both in the Air 
Force and the Army, the 
Guard is where you find 
the pilots out of ’Nam 
who wanted to keep 
flying. Usually they’ve 
had more hours in the air 


than the active guys, and 
a hell of a lot more in 
combat. If war comes, 
they won’t need OJT. 

They still have a little 
to learn about ground 
warfare. Lasser and I 
were chatting about 
something when a shrill 
rendition of “Dixie” came 
squealing from nowhere. 
One of the guys started 
slapping furiously at one 
of those musical watches 
you can buy now. Think 
about that on your next 
ambush: You’re watching 
the bad guys come down 
the trail, and all of a 
sudden your goddam 
watch starts singing... 

I N a field — Clouds 
were low, the weather 
damp and cool. Sugar 
beets stretched into the 
distance in front of the 
road. Nothing was 
happening. Suddenly a 
C-141 slid out of the 
overcast at 900 feet. 
Jeeps and howitzers 
started falling out of the 
cargo doors. Chutes 
deployed and the 
hardware drifted toward 
the earth. The plane left. 

More 141s slipped from 
the clouds and hundreds 
of specks fell from them 
— part of the 82nd 
Airborne. The drop was 
right on time after a 
nonstop flight from the 
States. The troops hit the 
ground and sprinted for 
the howitzers. Aiming 
stakes went in, ammo 
came out. 

In nothing flat they 
were firing blanks at a 
simulated enemy. Before 
the first round exited a 
tube, the guns were 
surrounded by German 
school kids. Reforger is 
the best thing that ever 
happened to them. The 
82nd drove off to war. 

The field was empty 
again. 

It’s a good trick to drop 
700 men right on time 
after the long flight from 
Ft. Bragg, N.C., and the 


airborne knew their stuff. 
Still, you have to wonder 
what good it’s going to 
do to drop a 
comparatively small 
number of lightly armed 
men in front of Ivan’s 
huge armored forces, 
equipped with all the 
artillery in the world. In 
fact, to express a thought 
I heard from several 
officers speaking in 
private, you have to 
wonder what good NATO 
is going to do? 

P EDEN Barracks — At 
this former Luftwaffe 
base, now used by the 
U.S. Army, the new UH-60 
Blackhawk was showing 
its stuff. Two Hueys flew 
in, dropping off their 
grunts. One Blackhawk 
picked them all up and 
flew away. 

The Blackhawk is a 
sleek, powerful machine 
that can fly high and fast 
in hot weather, which the 
underpowered Huey 
couldn’t. Everybody likes 
it, which means it won’t 
get any publicity: If the 
military does something 
right, that’s not news. An 
Army general of my 
acquaintance, who 
doesn’t want to be 
named, told me that the 
Blackhawk is a fine solid 
bird; the APU (Auxiliary 
Power Unit) has some 
problems, but nothing to 
worry about. 

I N another field — 

Finally l found an Ml, 
broken down in the open. 
The fuel pump had gone 
out. This is a bad-luck 
failure and has nothing to 
do with the tank’s alleged 
unreliability. 

Several of the crew 
were swapping war 
stories in the shade of 
the 60-ton beast. I parked, 
wandered over and 


quickly got to the big 
question: “Does this 
ugly mother work, or 
doesn’t it?” 

The answer from the 
crewman, a Chicano 
fellow out of San 
Antonio, was the same 
one I got from all other 
Ml crews I talked to 
(toward the end of 
Reforger, I actually found 
some). He said, “Best 
bleeping tank ever made. 
Jesus Christ, all those 
newspapers are full of it. 
I’ve been in armor for 
seven years, M60s 
mostly, and those stupid 
bleeping reporters don’t 
know which end the 
bullets come from. And 
they tell me my tank 
doesn’t work. This 
buggy’s the best, man. 
We’ve had it off the 
ground twice already.” 

Believe it or not, the 
Ml is so fast you can get 
it off the ground on 
a big bump. 

An officer later told me 
the Ml is so fast that you 
have to devise new 
tactics for it. He said, 
“Think about flanking 
maneuvers. In M60s you 
aren’t much faster, it at 
all, so you don’t usually 
think, ‘Let’s flank the 
bastards.’ These babies 
are so swift you can turn 
the corner on the bad 
guys easy. In these 
things, you’re always 
thinking end-run.” 

I was thinking beer. I 
got in the car and headed 
for the hotel, still pleased 
with the new Army. It 
may be too small and 
under-equipped, but at 
least it isn’t 
embarrassing.^ 

U.S. M88 Medium 
Recovery Vehicle 
moves out at sunset. 
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SOF EXCLUSIVE: 

SOVIET AKS-74 

Kokalis Debunks Russian Rifle 




Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


ABOVE: Mohammad 
Katcem, mujahideen camp 
commander and former 
brigadier in Afghan Army, Brea 
Soviet AKS-74 assault rifle in 
caliber 5.45x39inm GomBIcc at 
secret base just inside 
Afghanistan. LEFT: Assembled 
and battle-ready, AKS-74 with 
stock extended. Note 'typical' 
AKM finger swells oh lower 
hand guard. 
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W E are on the road to a mujahideen training camp near the 
the Afghanistan border. The hot, humid fall afternoon is 
made all the more oppressive by our cramped quarters in the 
red jeep. The three mujahideen who ride with us are armed with 
an incongruous melange of weaponry: a Tokarev pistol (marked 
M20), a rare DWM marked 1906 Commercial Luger (in 
caliber .30 Luger), an H&K 91 rifle (the U.S. import 
version) and the AKS-74 assault rifle (folding-stock 
version) which I have come to test and evaluate. 

We are met at the camp's entrance by guards carrying 
Egyptian-made AKMs and a PI4 Enfield (in caliber 
.303 British). A long row of open-sided tents extend 
the length of the camp’s firing range. A table 
has been set up for me and I race toward it, 
clutching the AKS-74 in my sweating hands. I 
begin immediately to disassemble this 
fascinating new Soviet battle rifle. 




With an overall length of just 36.5 
inches (only 27.25 inches with the 
stock folded) and weighing in at 7.9 
pounds (empty), the AKS-74 feels 
right even before you fire it. The 
barrel is 18.5 inches long. The AK-74 
series are basically AKMs chambered 
for the new 5.45x39mm ComBloc 
round, incorporating a number of 
important improvements. In fact, 
reports from British intelligence 
sources indicate at least one AK-74 
has been examined which had a 
barrel resleeved from 7.62x39mm to 
5.45x39mm. The receiver remains the 
same. It is a one-millimeter-thick “U” 
section of stamped sheet metal 
extensively supported by pins and 
rivets. The rails on which the bolt 
reciprocates are stamped and spot- 
welded to the inside of the receiver. 

All Kalashnikovs are gas-operated, 
but have no gas regulator. I have 
never seen a Kalashnikov malfunction 
as a result of fouling. But, without a 
regulator, the gas port cannot be cut 
off to utilize blank cartridges to fire 
rifle grenades. (The only exception; 
the Polish PMK-DGN-60 assault rifle, 
whose gas cylinder has been modified 



NEW AK-74 MAGAZINE 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

The Russians have recently fielded 
an entirely new 30-round magazine 
for the AK-74. Uncovered during 
SOF’s most recent incursion into Af¬ 
ghanistan, it has until now remained 
unreported by Western intelligence 
sources. 

The original AK-74 magazine, ex¬ 
cept for changes in geometry required 
by the 5.45x39mm cartridge, was 
identical to that last produced for the 
AKM. It was fabricated from a glass- 
reinforced, rust-colored, polyethylene 
plastic. Molded in two parts, the mag¬ 
azine body was assembled using a vis¬ 
cous two-part epoxy resin adhesive. 
The adhesive residue was removed by 
hand-grinding. 

The four prominent notches on the 
upper front of the magazine come 
from clamp marks used in gluing the 
two segments together. While not 
phenolic, the AKM/AK-74 magazine 
was noted for its great strength and 
durability. 

The new AK-74 magazine is com¬ 
posed of a dark-brown buterate plastic 



Original rust-colored AK-74 
magazine (top) was identical to that 
last produced for AKM. New AK-74 
magazine (bottom) is dark-brown 
ABS plastic. Change to darker shade 
was dictated bv realization that 
original color compromised 
camouflage. 

(also called ABS) of the type com¬ 
monly used in appliance manufacture 
in the United States. The two body 
components, probably vacuum 
formed, have been heat-molded to¬ 
gether rather than glued. 

The four clamping notches remain 
and the entire assembly has been 
finish-ground also. The magazine 
follower, spring and floor plate are 
identical to the original. All AK-74 
magazines have a raised, horizontal rib 
on each side of the rear lug to prevent 
their insertion into a Kalashnikov of 
7.62x39mm caliber. 

The change to dark brown was ob¬ 
viously dictated by realization that the 
bright rust color seriously compromis¬ 
ed positions by visual disclosure. Wall 
strength of the new magazine is con¬ 
siderably less than that achieved by 
use of glass-reinforced polyethylene. 
However, the new AK-74 magazine 
must be far less expensive to produce. 

It undoubtedly represents an attempt 
to design a really cost-effective, totally 
disposable assault rifle magazine. It 
also represents the Soviets’ tendency 
to push improved technology into ser¬ 
vice more rapidly than the United 
States, illustrating their preference for 
field-testing over the laboratory. 



Closeup of AKS-74 receiver group. 
Center position is marked “AB” for 
full auto. Lower position marked 
“OA” for semiautomatic fire. Selector 
lever is as noisy and stiff to operate 
as previous models. 



AKS-74 muzzle device. Kokalis found 
this remarkable brake reduced felt 
recoil to almost nothing, but 
produced tremendous sideblast. 



The AKS-74 two-lug rotary bolt. Note 
massive claw extractor. 
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Field-stripped AKS-74. 


Extended AKS-74 folding buttstock. 
Fabricated from stamped sheet-metal 
struts and held open by spring- 


loaded button latch, this is excellent 
and much-needed improvement. 



AKS-74 gas tube and hand guard. 



Stamped sheet-metal receiver cover 
ribbed for structural support as with 
the AKM. 



AK-74 5.45x39mm ball and tracer 
(green-tipped) rounds. 


Characteristic piston group, virtually 
unchanged from Kalashnikov 
antecedents. 



AK-74 SPECIFICATIONS 


CALIBER:.5.45x39mm 

MUZZLE VELOCITY: .... 2,950 fps 
WEIGHT, empty:.7.9 lbs. 


LENGTH (AKS variant):. overall 36.5 
inches; with stock folded 27.25 in¬ 
ches 

BARREL: Length 18.5 inches; cham¬ 
ber and bore chrome-plated 
4-groove, right-hand twist, 1 turn in 
5.8 inches 

FEED: 30-round plastic magazine, will 
also accept 40-round RPK-74 SAW 
magazine 

SIGHTS: Front.adjustable post 

Rear, tangent, U-notch, elevation 
to 1,000 meters 

OPERATION:.... Gas, no regulator, 
selective fire 

CYCLIC RATE:.. 600-650 rpm 

METHOD OF LOCKING: . . . two-lug 
rotary bolt 

MANUFACTURER: .... unidentified 
Soviet arsenals 


to accept a gas cut-off valve for this 
purpose.) Of course, grenades fitted 
with a bullet trap, now being used 
ever more widely, could be adapted, 
although, because of their small size, 
they deliver a substantially reduced 
explosive package. However, except 
for the little-used RKG-3 rifle 
grenade, the Soviets prefer portable 
rocket launchers, such as the 
familiar RPG-7. 

The AK-74 operates as follows: 

After ignition of the primer and 
propellant, gases are diverted into the 
gas cylinder on top of the barrel. The 
piston is driven rearward and the bolt 
carrier, attached to the piston 
extension, goes through the necessary 
amount of free-play travel until the 
gas pressure drops to a safe level. A 
cam-slot milled into the bolt carrier 
engages the bolt’s cam stud and 
rotates the bolt about 35 degrees to 
unlock it from the receiver. Unlike the 
BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) and 
many other designs, the Kalashnikov 
offers no primary extraction during 
bolt rotation. Thus, a large extractor 
claw is required on the AK-74 and is 
even more massive than its AKM 
predecessor. 

As the bolt travels back it rolls the 
hammer over and compresses the 
recoil spring. The bolt ceases its 
rearward travel by slamming into the 
rear end of the receiver. The recoil 
spring then drives the bolt forward, 
another round is stripped from the 
magazine and chambered, and the 
bolt then comes to rest. The bolt 
carrier continues onward for about 
5.5mm after the two-lug rotary-bolt 
locking has been completed. 

In the case of the older AK-47, the 
heavy forged receiver alone is 
sufficient to prevent the bolt’s 
unlocking when the carrier hits the 
receiver stop. The danger of the 
weapon’s firing out of battery is thus 
eliminated. It is also during this last 
forward movement of the bolt carrier 
that the secondary, or safety, sear is 
released and control of the hammer’s 
rotation goes back to the primary, or 
trigger, sear. 

The pinned, sheet-metal receivers 
of the AKM and AK-74 are much 
lighter than that of the AK-47. They 
undoubtedly induce more severe 
bounce characteristics on the bolt 
carrier. This brings us to the so-called 
“rate reducer” found on the AKM and 
AK-74. Western small-arms 
technologists unanimously observe 
there is little difference in cyclic rate 
between the AK-74 and the AKM. 

Why then add a complex five- 
component device to the weapon? 
Because, it is actually not a “rate 
reducer,” but a final fail-safe, delaying 
hammer drop until the complete 
cessation of all bolt-carrier bounce. 
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It’s a shame but Ivan just won r t tell us a damn thing about his weapons 
systems. We always have to figure them out for ourselves. 

In typical Kalashnikov fashion the AK-74 hammer and 
trigger spring is made of three-strand cable, patterned 
after the Germans’ multiple-strand cables in the recoil 
spring of the MG-42. It is a common misconception that 
this was done so that if one strand broke the weapon 
could continue to function. In truth, it is simply less 
expensive to manufacture springs in this manner. The 
AK-74 trigger and firing mechanisms 
are borrowed from the U.S. Ml 
Garand rifle. 

The selector lever on the AK-74 
also remains the same. It is a 
stamped, sheet-metal bar on the right 
side of the receiver which is 
manipulated by the thumb. Noisy, 
stiff and difficult to operate with gloves, 
it remains a decided defect in the Kalashnikov 

design. The top position is safe, locking the trigger so the bolt cannot 
be retracted. The center position, marked “AB,” is for full-auto as the spring- 
loaded safety sear is depressed and deactivated entirely from control 
on the hammer. The lower position, marked M OA,” is for 
semiautomatic fire and places no pressure on the safety sear, which is 
free to catch the hammer. In the M OA” position, when the trigger is 
released, control of the hammer is restored to the primary sear and 
pulling the trigger will fire another round. 











The original Russian AK-47 and ARM folding stock is a double¬ 
strut type controlled by a large press-button release located above 
the pistol grip on the Left side. It folds under the receiver and the 
magazine passes through it. Patterned directly after the 
German MP-40 submachine- 




gun stock, it is adequate for firing 
pistol-caliber ammunition, but makes 
a flimsy firing platform for larger- 
caliber weapons. The new AKS-74 
folding stock is a serious attempt to 
correct this deficiency, rather than a 
consequence of the older stock’s 
inability to clear the new magazine 
(as others have stated); the AK-74 
30-round magazine is slightly shorter 
than the 30-round AK-47/AKM 
magazine. 

The AKS-74 folding buttstock is 
fabricated from stamped sheet-metal 
struts, bent into a U-shape and 
assembled by punch fit and welding. 

It folds to the left, and is held open by 
a spring-loaded button latch located 
at the rear of the receiver on the left 
side. The stock is held closed by a 
spring-loaded hook on the left- 
forward end of the receiver. This new 
stock is robust and rigid — an 
excellent, much-needed improvement. 

The pistol grip, forearm (which has 
AKM-type finger swells) and 
buttstock, on the less-common 
AK-74 version, are the usual 
laminated wood. 

The gas tube on the AK-47, AKM 
and AK-74 contains longitudinal 
depressions around the entire 
circumference to provide a reduced 
bearing surface for the piston and 
permit excess gas blow-by. The gas 
tube on the Finnish M-62 and the 
Israeli Galil have smooth surfaces, 
and thus the piston itself is notched 
to create this effect. The AK-74 gas 
tube has a spring washer attached to 
its rear end that is not found on other 
Kalashnikovs. Designed to retain the 
gas tube more securely, it requires a 
sharp slap when reassembling. 

The AK-74 rear sight is a tangent 
type with an open U-shaped notch. It 
is adjustable for elevation only out to 
1,000 meters — a complete fantasy 
since this is well beyond the accuracy 
potential of both weapon and 
operator. The front sight is a 
threaded post type, adjustable for 
elevation zero with the standard 
Kalashnikov combination tool. 
Windage adjustment can be done only 
by sliding the front sight in 
its dovetail. 

The AK-74 is finished in a high- 
gloss black enamel. The issue web 
sling is of the spring-hook variety 
common to Soviet small arms. 

Does the AK-74 have a bayonet? 1 
don’t know; 1 never saw one and 
neither had any of the mujahideen I 
queried. The AK-74 muzzle device 
would certainly prevent use of the 
AKM bayonet, yet the weapon has a 
bayonet stud below and to the rear of 
the front sight. 

The specimen I fired was 
manufactured in 1976 (serial number 
597780). Seven years after the 
manufacture of almost 600,000 units, 
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Chinese play catch-up. New PRC assault rifle is cheaper, simpler copy 
of Russian AKM. 


PRC’S NEW 
ASSAULT RIFLE 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

A new variant of the Kalashnikov 
assault rifle has surfaced in Afghan¬ 
istan. Supplied to the mujahideen by 
the People’s Republic of China, this 
AKM-type spin-off differs considerably 
from its Type 56-1 predecessor The 


Type 56-1 was essentially a folding- 
stock version of the AK-47. Its forged 
receiver was manufactured by con¬ 
ventional milling operations. It is dis¬ 
tinguished from its Russian counter¬ 
part by the selector markings CL” for 
full-auto and “D” for semiautomatic) 
and the conspicuous extra rivets on 
the buttstock struts. 


The new Chinese assault rifle has 
the stamped sheet-metal receiver of 
the AKM. It can be instantly identified 
by the prominent magazine-guide 
dimples on each side of the receiver, 
located directly over the magazine. 
There is no bayonet lug. The barrel 
has a plain end. There is no muzzle 
compensator (AKM) or muzzle nut 
(AK-47). The selector markings re¬ 
main as before, “L” and “D.” The ex¬ 
tra rivets are gone from the buttstock 
struts. The receiver cover does not 
have the transverse ribs found on the 
Russian AKM. 

Missing also is the so-called “rate 
reducer” of the Russian AKM/AK-74 
series. The Chinese must feel this 
hammer-delaying fail-safe is not 
necessary. 

The most distinctive external feature 
of the Chinese AKM is its furniture. 
The upper and lower handguards are 
composed of a bright reddish-brown 
fiber-reinforced phenolic plastic. 
There are no finger swells on the 
lower handguard. The pistol grip is 
likewise fabricated from the same 
material. Its unique shape somewhat 
resembles the pistol grip found on the 
Colt Browning 1917A1 and 1919A4/ 
A6 light machine guns, which were in 
turn patterned after the famous Colt 
Single Action Army revolver. 

Very interesting.^ 



Gunsmith tag limited only by imagination: SOF Editor/Publisher Robert 
K. Brown holds shop-made custom rifle that exactly copies “Iranian” 
Mausers, except for short barrel, flash suppressor, 7.62mm NATO 
chamber, FN 20-round box magazine, and M14Al-style pistol-grip. 


DARRA ADAM KHEL: 
EVERYTHING IN 
WEAPONRY, AND 
THEN SOME 

by Peter G. Kokalis 


So you have always wanted a bolt- 
action carbine in caliber 7.62x39mm 
ComBloc that used Kalashnikov 30- 
round magazines? Furthermore, you 
wanted it to be fitted with the most ex¬ 
otic looking — but probably useless — 
muzzle compensator that anyone has 
ever seen? 

As SOF’s Foreign Correspondent 
Mekong Jim Coyne and I found out, 
all that and much more is available 
from the gun dealers of Darra Adam 
Khel in Pakistan. Using foot-pedal 
lathes, primitive forging methods and 
lots of files, Darra’s gunsmiths can 
make or duplicate almost anything 
that does not involve stamped sheet- 
metal processes. 

The rifles made in Darra are mostly 
bolt-action. Exhibiting many years of 
British influence, Enfields and their 
local hybrids predominate. Strange 
Mauser/Enfield combinations are also 
common. Darra-made submachine 
guns are always variants of the Sten, 
usually Mk Vs with the vertical fore 


grip. In pistols, the Webley prevails, as 
do small pocket autos that are Spanish 
Star spin-offs. 

Modern assault rifles, which depend 
so much on spot-welded, die-stamped 


sheet metal are either smuggled in 
from other areas (such as Pakistan- 
produced G3s) or more often, in the 
case of Kalashnikovs, taken off very 
dead Ivans. ^ 
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Mohammad Kareem was never able 
to achieve anything shorter than 

a three-round 


it seems certain we would have 
heard of a bayonet had one ever 
been fielded. 

The AK-74’s most interesting 
feature is certainly the 5.45x39mm 
cartridge for which it is chambered. 
First reports hinted at a ballistic 
breakthrough and rumors were widely 
circulated that the muzzle velocity 
exceeded 4,000 fps. Stories of 
massive tissue damage filtered out of 
Afghanistan. The first large quantities 
of this ammunition were provided by 
SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, and turned over to the U.S. 
Army and the National Rifle 
Association for testing (see 
“Assignment Afghanistan,” SOF, 
September ’80 and “Aberdeen Ranges 
in on Russia's New Round,” SOF, 
March '81). Test results indicate there 
is nothing particularly astounding 
about the 5.45x39mm round. 

The brown-lacquered steel case is 
Berdan-primed. Its 39.37mm length 
makes it slightly longer than the 
7.62x39mm ComBloc case which 
measures 38.60mm, The primer has 
a copper cup and is sealed with a 
heavy red lacquer. 

The propellant charge is an 
unremarkable ball powder — almost 
primitive by U.S. standards — and 
similar in burning characteristics to 
the WC 844 powder used in our 
5.56mm NATO military ball 
ammunition. The average charge 
weight is 23.0 grains, but plus or 
minus 1.5 grains. 

The 56-grain boattail projectile has 
a gilding-metal-clad steel jacket. The 
unhardened steel core is covered by a 
thin lead coating which does not fill 
the entire point end, leaving a hollow 
cavity inside the nose — the cause of 
most of the speculation concerning its 
wounding potential. Others have 
commented that the bullet design is 
complex and expensive to fabricate, 
but in reality it is not as difficult to 
produce as our WWII M2 armor- 
piercing bullet. 

The 50-grain tracer projectile has a 
shorter ogival profile and is green- 
tipped — although the igniter mix 
appears to be red. The amount of 
igniter material is only slightly less 
than our new LI 10 tracer projectile 
(which has a 900-meter burn) and so 
a burn of up to 800 meters can 
be expected. 

The ballistic performance of the 
5.45x39mm cartridge is no better 
than the .222 Remington. The muzzle 
velocity is only 2,950 fps, compared 
to 3,270 fps for the U.S. M193 ball 
ammunition. Steel-plate penetration 


burst. Too many 
years with an 
Enfield, I guess. 

is inferior to the Ml93 projectile and 
not even in the same ballpark with 
our new SS109 bullet, which will 
penetrate the U.S. steel helmet at 
1,300 meters. Tests indicate that on 
soft targets, even with its hollow 
cavity, the 5.45x39mm round has no 
greater wounding capacity than the 
Ml93 bullet. 

The 5.45mm bullet, largely because 
of its greater length, has outstanding 
aerodynamic characteristics and 
exhibits far less drag than the Ml93 
projectile. The Soviet bullet’s overall 
length of .990 inch requires an 
extremely fast twist for adequate 
stabilization. The four-groove AK-74 
barrel has a right-hand twist of 1:5.8 
inches. This is really fast (compared 
with the M193 bullet which needs 
only 1:12 inches and the SS109 
which will require a twist of 1:7 
inches). So fast, in fact that the 
barrel lands on the leading edge are 
beveled to minimize distortion of the 
bullet’s steel jacket. 

In conclusion, there is nothing 
spectacular about the 5.45x39mm 
cartridge. It barely approaches the 
performance level of our Vietnam-era 
M193 ammunition. It is an entire 
generation behind our new SS109 
ball ammunition. 

The most immediately distinctive 
feature of the AK-74 is its muzzle 
device. The brake is threaded onto 
the barrel’s muzzle and held in place 
by a spring-loaded button. It is easily 
removed. The major portion of the 
brake consists of a large, two-inch- 
long expansion chamber. Three vent 
holes have been drilled into the rear 
end of the chamber, one to the right 
and two toward the top. This 
positioning of the holes prevents 
muzzle climb upward and to the right 
when fired by a right-handed shooter, 
and deflects gases sideways, 
preventing backblast from reaching 
the firer. Two large vertical cuts have 
been made at the forward end of the 
brake on each side, and are offset 
toward upper dead center to further 
drive the muzzle downward. Finally, a 
flat plate (open in the center for 
passage of the projectile) deflects the 
gases and produces a forward thrust. 

The shooter’s most lasting 
impression of the AK-74 is the 


remarkable effectiveness of its muzzle 
brake. Felt recoil is almost 
nonexistent. During futl-auto bursts 
my line of sight never moved from the 
target. In the kneeling position, using 
a hasty sling, two-round full-auto 
bursts were consistently held to only 
six-to eight-inch groups on 200-meter 
targets. This is no worse than the 
accuracy potential of the rifle and 
ammunition, which after several 
hundred rounds 1 judged to be no 
better than about six true minutes of 
angle (MOA). The Soviets consider 
this combat-acceptable since they do 
not build small-arms systems with the 
Camp Perry matches in mind. 

The stability of the AK-74 muzzle 
brake for the shooter is somewhat 
counterbalanced by its effect on those 
poor souls located on his immediate 
flanks: The side blast is simply 
horrendous, as 1 learned when 1 
photographed Mohammad Kareem, 
the mujahideen camp commander (a 
former brigadier in the Afghan Army) 
during our firing sequences. As they 
say, everything involves 
some trade-offs. 

The AK-74’s trigger pull is typical 
Kalashnikov. It’s not two-stage, just 
one long scratchy creep with a 
sudden let-off at the end. It takes 
some getting used to. Mohammad 
Kareem was never able to achieve 
anything shorter than a three-round 
burst. Too many years with an 
Enfield, I guess. 

As expected, the AKS-74 operated 
without malfunctions of any kind. 
However, I noted that the lack of a 
hold-open was often disconcerting 
even to the mujahideen. Balance 
characteristics of the AKS-74 are 
superb, even when the 40-round 
RPK-74 magazine was inserted. 

Cyclic rate of the AKS-74 appeared 
to be in the area of 600 to 650 rpm. 

The AK-74, and more commonly 
the AKS-74, are now ubiquitous 
among Soviet troops throughout 
Afghanistan. The mujahideen are 
impressed with it and it sells for more 
than $4,500 in the gun shops of 
Darra Adam Khel. It is extremely 
robust and reliable, following in the 
Kalashnikov tradition. With the 
exception of its muzzle brake, there is 
nothing revolutionary about the 
AK-74 series. It is a most logical 
and natural evolution of the 
Kalashnikov system. 

The AK-74 carries the Soviets into 
the current mainstream of military 
small-arms technology. The 
overwhelming adoption by NATO and 
ComBloc armies of the 5.56mm and 
5.45mm cartridges, respectively, is 
correct, as I’ve said before (See “A 
Defense of the 5.56mm,” SOF, July, 
’82, p. 40). It will continue, despite 
the anachronistic carping of those on 
the sidelines.^ 
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BRING BACK 
THE LRRP 

Men Not Machines Make 
The Difference 


by Lt. Col. Henry G. Gole 

S TUDY of the U.S. Army force struc¬ 
ture reveals a glaring gap. The com¬ 
bat intelligence and target acquisition 
capability inherent in long-range recon¬ 
naissance patrols (LRRPs) has been 
almost totally erased since our Vietnam 
experience. Despite well-researched 
recommendations that the gap be filled, 
especially in the U.S. Army in Europe, 
no action has been taken to provide 
combat commanders with the very best 
eyes and ears available to them — those 
of the LRRP. The continuing lack of an 
essential capability is a serious deficiency 
for which we will pay in blood, par¬ 
ticularly during the earliest phases of 
future combat in Europe. This defect 
demands attention. 

One of the most pressing concerns of 
a corps or division commander engaged 
in combat is knowledge of the enemy in 
front of him or on his flanks and how 
that enemy can affect his mission. We 
have deprived him of one of the best 
sources of that knowledge by not pro¬ 
viding him with LRRPs. Our aversion to 
LRRPs stems largely from two U.S. 
military biases: overreliance upon 
gadgetry and dislike of elite units. 

Fascination with gadgets is deeply im- . 
bedded in American culture and has i 
served us well in commerce, industry i 
and in the wars we have fought. From 1 
Benjamin Franklin through Samuel F. : 
B. Morse, Thomas A. Edison and ; 
Robert S. McNamara, we have been i 
pragmatic fixers of problems, a people 1 
subconsciously convinced that the j 

answer to most human problems can be < 
found in a laboratory, system or gadget. < 
Until the war in Vietnam, the gadgets ! 
produced by American imagination and ] 
industry were fitted into military i 

organizations in some sensible propor- 1 
tion, mixing men and the products of 1 
our highly developed technology. In 
Vietnam, probably out of frustration 
due to the inability of the nation which 
placed the first man on the moon to 
defeat an elusive enemy running around 


the jungle at night, all sense of propor¬ 
tion was lost. A fence was built between 
the North and the South; people-snif¬ 
fers, defoliants, seismic and acoustical 
devices, radars and sundry black boxes 
were tried: And more bombs were 
dropped in Vietnam than on Adolf 
Hitler’s Germany. The gadgets did 
everything but produce victory. 

Recently, The New York Times 
reported on the progress of the U.S. 9th 
Division. This so-called high-technology 
division is engaged in a number of in¬ 
novative trials to produce a force light 
enough for rapid strategic deployment 
and potent enough to sustain itself on a 
modern battlefield. The report 
underlines the point of this plea by fail¬ 
ing to mention LRRPs and the human 
dimension of combat intelligence and 
target acquisition: 

“A battalion specializing in collecting 
electronic intelligence, jamming enemy 
communications and radar, and gather¬ 
ing information by ground radar has 
already begun to run tests. Some of its 
new equipment was bought off the shelf 
from a commercial radio supply store.” 

In addition to demonstrating that the 
Army development system is not respon¬ 
sive to small-quantity specialized equip¬ 
ment needs, the cited passage ascribes a 
kind of magic capability to the latest in 
scientific devices, an expression more of 
a wish than a description of operational 
reliability. Even the hardware a genera¬ 
tion removed from Vietnam-era 
acoustical and visual equipment breaks 
down and requires maintenance. 
Operators still become numb staring at 
screens and concentrating on sounds. 
Human beings make mistakes, and 
machines fail to function just when one 
has been conditioned to rely upon them. 
Elephants are confused with tanks and 

Members of Co. L (Ranger), 75th Infantry 
in A Shau Valley, Sept. 1970. Troops carry 
XM177 short assault rifles. 

Photo: Edward Rasen 


54 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 




monkeys with men, while humidity or 
freezing temperatures play tricks on 
machines and operators. 

Certainly, the latest technology must 
be exploited and employed to do things 
men cannot do as well as machines and 
to supplement human capabilities 
wherever possible. The error we are in¬ 
clined to make is to rely too heavily 
upon hardware when experience dictates 
that a mix of reconnaissance men and 
machines is the best means for gathering 
and reporting combat intelligence. The 
U.S. Army seems prepared to continue 
to exaggerate the capability of sensitive 
machines and to denigrate or ignore the 
reliability of the best gatherer and 
reporter — man with a good radio 
transmitter. We are in danger of failing 
to make the critical distinction between 
equipping men and manning equipment. 

For reasons not entirely clear (perhaps 
it is only to be expected of the developers 
of the assembly line and interchangeable 
parts), the U.S. Army has historically 
viewed elite troops with suspicion. Even 
when tolerated and given a place in our 
force structure, elite units were often 
misused. Ranger units covered them¬ 
selves with glory in World War II- but 
they were often misdeployed in Korea as 
ordinary line companies. 

Special Forces units were severely 
reduced in number in the post-Vietnam 
years after establishing an admirable 
combat record doing the hazardous and 
dirty little jobs in Vietnam. They did 
jobs quite removed from their primary 
mission of training, motivating, equip¬ 
ping and leading dissident elements deep 
inside denied areas. The fact that some 
of the assigned dirty little jobs were not 
necessary contributed to the suspicion 
that Special Forces units in Vietnam 
were running their own shadow war. 
This allegation alienated conventional 
officers who were dubious, in any event, 
about organizations outside of the divi¬ 
sional structure. 

Thus, the demise of reconnaissance 
units after the Vietnam experience was 
probably more than a case of throwing 
the baby out with\te water. It was 
part of the attempt to purge the Army of 
all taints associated with that war. The 
self-confidence, aggressiveness and com¬ 
petence of elite troops — Rangers, 
Special Forces and reconnaissance men 
— rankled conventional officers. Our 
Army wants tigers in combat but prefers 
docile pussycats in time of peace. The 
Modern* Volunteer Army prefers the 
American corporation to the Foreign 
Legion as its model. Targets will be “ser¬ 
viced,” not destroyed. Men will be 
“managed,” not led. Elite units will be 
disbanded after our wars and resur¬ 
rected as shots are fired in anger again. 

Army leadership understandably de¬ 
votes most of its attention to divisions. 
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brigades and battalions, but it er¬ 
roneously neglects the less frequently 
used, but essential, precision instru¬ 
ments in the tool box. We had great dif¬ 
ficulty in deciding to leave that interna¬ 
tional badge of the paratrooper, the red 
beret, where it belongs — on the 
trooper’s head. We lament the absence 
of esprit among our troops while disban¬ 
ding organizations which demonstrate 
high morale or stripping them of its out¬ 
ward signs. In the contest between stan¬ 
dardization and excellence, standardiza¬ 
tion wins every time. 

Uniqueness seems to violate some¬ 
thing in the soul of U.S. Army leader¬ 
ship, a problem understood by Gen. Ed¬ 
ward C. Meyer as he considers establish¬ 
ing something like the British regimental 
system in the U.S. Army. One hopes 
that what he accomplishes will not be 
reversed by his successor to be born 
again under his successor’s successor. 

It did not take division commanders 
in Vietnam long to recognize that LR- 
RPs would be required to find the enemy 
if the division was to fix and fight him. 
Lacking an LRRP capability, com¬ 
manders determined to remedy that defi¬ 
ciency from within their own resources. 
Some Special Forces soldiers were 
diverted to divisions to organize and 
lead LRRP units. Project Delta, a 5th 
Special Forces Group element which 
conducted in-country reconnaissance 
missions, was tasked to train the divi¬ 
sional reconnaissance teams (see 
“Death-Dealing Project Delta,” SOF, 
July-September ’81). 

Elite Troops: 
Precision 

Instruments In The 
Army’s Military 
Toolbox 

Beginning in 1966, a steady stream of 
reconnaissance trainees passed through 
Nha Trang to acquire those soldier skills 
necessary for the demands of the recon¬ 
naissance mission, a mission requiring 
special techniques beyond those normal¬ 
ly found in U.S. rifle companies. The 
divisional soldiers brought a willingness 
and sense of adventure to Nha Trang 
and acquired there the techniques 
developed by Project Delta from ex¬ 
perience on the ground. 

To suggest that a rifle squad — even 
the best rifle squad in a company — 
possesses the resourcefulness required 
for the exacting and hazardous recon¬ 
naissance mission is to fail to understand 
the demands of such work. This was 
clearly recognized by division com- 


LRRP DEFENDER 

Lt. Col. Henry G, Gole originally 
prepared this article as an occasional 
paper at the Strategic Studies In¬ 
stitute, U.S. Army War College, 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa. SOF reprints it 
with permission from the October 
1981 issue of Military Review. 

Lt. Col. Gole is a strategic research 
analyst for the Strategic Studies In¬ 
stitute at Carlisle. He received a B.A. 
and an M.S, from Hofstra Univer¬ 
sity, an M.A. from Stanford Univer¬ 
sity, and is a graduate of the Armed 
Forces Staff College. His previous as¬ 
signments include service in various 
infantry, Special Forces and in¬ 
telligence positions in the United 
States, Vietnam and Germany, and 
with the Department of History at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point.. 


manders who demanded reconnaissance 
elements of their own. Also, it was un¬ 
derstood by Gen. William C. Westmore¬ 
land who formalized ad hoc arrange¬ 
ments between the divisions and 5th 
Special Forces Group by creating the 
U.S. Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam, Recondo School at the Project 
Delta compound in Nha Trang. 

Later in the war, the 75th Rangers 
would make their contribution to the 
reconnaissance mission in Vietnam for 
the divisions and separate brigades. The 
point is that, in war, we needed LRRPs 
and created them; they were promptly 
disbanded in peace. 

The problem for the U.S. Air Force 
and Army field artillery is less one of 
killing targets than acquiring them. An 
Air Force colleague reports that, in fly¬ 
ing an A10 on a clear day over a range in 
the American South, he had difficulty in 
spotting tanks known to be at a given 
location. He never did see them. It is 
unlikely that he will be more successful 
against an enemy adept at concealment 
in a European environment character¬ 
ized by frequent and protracted periods 
of limited visibility. 

The same problems will become ob¬ 
vious as artillery reaches out to the 
35-kilometer range planned for our new 
indirect fire weapons. Firepower is im¬ 
potent if the target is not located. Soviet 
movement at night and under the con¬ 
cealment provided by foul weather will 
compound the problem of finding the 
target. Observed fire controlled by a 
human being continues to be the pre¬ 
ferred method. 

Lack of combat intelligence and the 
absence of an LRRP capability in our 
divisions and corps in Europe will re¬ 
quire our commanders to improvise 


again — next time. Gadgetry in Europe 
will suffer a high failure rate due to 
cloud cover and limited visibility. Also, 
the Soviets will play their strong cards by 
jamming our electronics, deceiving us 
with phony emissions and exercising 
great communications discipline. 

There will be a paucity of reliable 
combat intelligence, particularly in the 
critical first hours and days of combat 
when fast-moving, numerous Soviet 
forces will confuse our efforts to find 
them so that they can be fixed and 
fought. They will move during periods 
of limited visibility and make good use 
of camouflage. An outmanned and out¬ 
gunned U.S. Army could be outmaneuv- 
ered as well. We cannot afford to be 
blind and outflanked. Without reliable 
information about enemy activity, we 
are in danger of making our already 
tenuous position worse. Furthermore, it 
is unlikely that commanders will be 
given the time to organize, train and 
deploy reconnaissance teams in the early 
stages of the next war. 

Those who would invest hope in 
Special Forces or Ranger units to per¬ 
form the LRRP mission are doomed to 
disappointment. Special Forces elements 
are trained for and will be deployed in a 
strategic mission of little immediate in¬ 
terest to corps and division commanders 
whose tactical concerns will be with an 
enemy in their immediate neighborhood. 
Active Army Ranger units, however 
well-qualified to do the LRRP job, train 
for other missions and will be neither 
available nor familiar with the terrain on 
which they might be expected to operate. 
Our excellent Army National Guard 
Ranger units, the only true LRRP 
capability we currently enjoy, are un¬ 
familiar with the headquarters with 
which they will be required to operate — 
if room on aircraft is found to get them 
to Europe in the critical early days of 
war in Europe. 

Without LRRPs, 
Army Will Be 
Blind And 
Outflanked 
In Europe 

In brief, commanders in Europe need 
LRRPs in the force structure now, in 
time of peace, so that they will be im¬ 
mediately available in the confused in¬ 
itial phases of combat and as the battle 
develops. They should be assigned to 
Europe so that commanders and staffs 
might learn how to use them on terrain 
and in an environment with which both 
parent units and LRRPs should be 
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familiar. The excellent Special Forces 
soldiers and Rangers are precisely the 
kind of men who could do the LRRP 
job, but they are not, in fact, preparing 
for that highly specialized role because 
of other operational requirements. 

Our allies in Europe are fully aware of 
the need for LRRPs. The Bundeswehr 
assigns an airborne-qualified LRRP 
company to each of the three German 
corps deployed. They practice their skills 
in the area of anticipated combat, con¬ 
duct excellent training and enjoy a 
degree of stability and team integrity 
almost unknown in the U.S. Army. 
Belgian LRRPs consist of small cells of 
highly skilled soldiers who remain in 
four-man teams for years. They, too, 
are airborne-qualified and cross-trained 
in medical, weapons, intelligence and 
communications skills for combat in a 
specific corps area in Europe. 

The British Special Air Service troops 
are among the best in the world and 
prepare for the LRRP mission as do the 
French and our other European allies. 
(See “The Empire Strikes Back,” “Who 
Dares Wins” and “SAS Today,” SOF 
December *82.) The Europeans invest 
quality personnel and priority training in 
their reconnaissance teams, a practice 
which should be emulated by the U.S. 
Army. Total reliance upon gadgets is un¬ 
satisfactory to the Europeans and 
should be to us. Smaller European ar¬ 
mies manage to find the resources to do 
the reconnaissance job and to do it well. 

The Soviet Union also believes that 
LRRP teams are necessary. The recon¬ 
naissance battalion of the motorized ri¬ 
fle division and tank division includes a 
long-range reconnaissance company de¬ 
signed to operate 100 kilometers behind 
the enemy forward edge of the battle 
area (FEBA). The Soviets also have an 
LRRP capability at army level, consist¬ 
ing of teams planned for use 350 kilome¬ 
ters from the FEBA. Team members are 
carefully selected and are subjected to 
rigorous physical and psychological 
training. Their main targets are our 
nuclear delivery means, command and 
control facilities, radar locations, troop 
locations and movements. They pro¬ 
bably report on a planned schedule, ex¬ 
cept in an emergency, using short-burst 
transmissions to minimize detection. 

Even among professional soldiers, 
there seems to be some blurring of mis¬ 
sions and roles as LRRP, Ranger and 
Special Forces operations are con¬ 
sidered. At the risk of oversimplifying 
what it is these units do, when thinking 

Continued on page 83 

Bill Wilkinson — Co. E, 20th Inf. (LRP) 
near Kontum with ARVN 22d Infantry 
Division in 1967 — wears ARVN Airborne 
cammies, carries XM177 (CAR 15). 

Photo: Bill Wilkinson Collection 
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CREATING 

PROVISIONAL 

LRRPS 

It’s Possible But Difficult 
In Today’s Army 

Text & Photos 


by Capt. Dan Stolenberg 

C URRENTLY the standard LRRP 
(Long Range Reconnaissance Pa¬ 
trol) unit for the U.S. Army is the Air¬ 
borne Infantry Ranger Company (see 
Tables of Organization and Equipment 
[TO&E] 7-157). When authorized it is 
usually found at corps or army level. As 
Lt. Col. Gole points out in the article that 
begins on p. 54, there now are no LRRP 
units in our active-force structure and 
only two in our reserve components. In 
addition to the LRRP units prescribed by 
TO&E, a non-standard or provisional 
LRRP unit is also doctrinally possible 
(see FM 31-18), although to my knowl¬ 
edge none now exist. 

The TO&E-prescribed Airborne In¬ 
fantry Ranger Company (LRRP) is or¬ 
ganized and equipped solely for long- 
range reconnaissance, surveillance and 
target acquisition. However, the deci¬ 
sion to utilize the LRRP rests with the 
CO (Commanding Officer). Its combat 
capability comes only from individual 
weapons; the unit is not trained for or 
expected to perform direct combat mis¬ 
sions. lt is the ground commander’s all- 
weather, 24-hour, on-call, human (as 
opposed to the ‘ ‘gadgets” described by 
Lt. Col. Gole) intelligence-gathering 
source and it has little in common with a 
line Ranger Company as found in the 
two Ranger Battalions of the 75th Infan¬ 
try. (See “Rough and Ready Army 
Rangers,” SOF, April ’82.) 

The Airborne Infantry Ranger Com¬ 
pany (LRRP) is organized and equipped 
quite differently than its Ranger Bat¬ 
talion “cousin” with which it is often 
confused. It has more in common with a 
USMC Force Recon company and — in 
command/control and communications 
— with the Ranger Battalion’s head¬ 
quarters company. Its capabilities in¬ 
clude self-planning as well as command 
and control of its committed patrols to 
include coordination for insertion and 
extraction and, if necessary, resupply. It 
maintains continuous long-range com¬ 


munications with its patrol elements and 
follows up with post-operations debrief¬ 
ings and after-action reports, lt also 
maintains its own order of battle and 
area study files to help premission patrol 
planning. Typical company-level admin¬ 
istrative, supply, transportation, main¬ 
tenance and food service functions are 
also provided for. 

Comparison of TO&Es of the LRRP 
company with the more traditionally or¬ 
ganized and equipped Ranger company, 
specifically designed for direct combat 
missions, shows why a Ranger Company 
of the Ranger Battalion cannot be ex¬ 
pected to perform the LRRP Company 
mission and makes it obvious why the 
LRRP unit cannot perform the mission 
of a Ranger Company or any traditional 
infantry company, whether Airborne, 
Airmobile or Mechanized. 

When one compares the two TO&Es, 
several major differences show up. In 
the LRRP Company headquarters sec¬ 
tion, the inclusion of a defined opera¬ 
tions section (whose tactical intelligence 
capability is comparable to a combat 
arms battalion) and a communications 
platoon show that this company ’s role is 
unlike that of the traditional Ranger 
Company. Comparison of the “line” 
platoons of both units shows this dif¬ 
ference in roles even more clearly. One 
should not generalize when speaking of 
Ranger companies: They are as different 
as apples and oranges. 

The three patrol platoons consist of a 
conventionally configured platoon head¬ 
quarters (platoon leader, platoon ser¬ 
geant and RTO [radio-telephone opera¬ 
tor]) and eight patrols or teams. Each 
patrol consists of a patrol leader (PL), 
an assistant patrol leader (APL), a 
scout-observer, a senior RTO and a sec¬ 
ondary RTO. These five men make up 

SOF leads the way: Associate Editor Bill 
Brooks goes over the wall during recondo 
training at Ft. Bragg. 
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Ranger School. This is his first article 
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the typical long-range recon patrol. 
Equipment includes, in addition to indi¬ 
vidual weapons and gear, three portable 
radio sets, communications security 
equipment, binoculars, various night- 
vision devices, camera, and chemical 
and radiological detection equipment. 

Once inserted into the AO (area of op¬ 
erations), the patrol establishes a patrol 
base and an observation post (OP) near 
the objective or target. Primary consid¬ 
erations in base selection include prox¬ 
imity to the objective, security and po¬ 
tential for proper siting of radio anten¬ 
nas. The OP is established so as to give 
excellent visual observation of the objec¬ 
tive while providing adequate cover. 

It is from this OP that the actual re¬ 
connaissance or surveillance takes place. 
Normally two men occupy the OP; the 
other three remain in the patrol base. 
The two can be rotated, when security 
permits, to maintain equipment, mess, 
rest and engage in other patrol-base ac¬ 
tivities. Patrol-base personnel provide 
some security for those in the OP; 
therefore, the patrol base should — if 
possible — be sited to allow overwatch 
of the OP. 

Although a LRRP patrol can also 
conduct limited area reconnaissance, it 
greatly increases the chance of detection. 
Once in place every precaution must be 
taken to prevent mission compromise. 
Unlike local patrols from the company 
and battalion level (which usually 
“hump” to and from their objective), 
LRRPs are usually beyond the range of 
friendly artillery fires and tactical air 
support. For this reason LRRPs should 
avoid movement once they have estab¬ 
lished themselves in their AO. 

Since the TO&E LRRP Company is 
found at corps level or higher, units 
below this level — typically the division 
and separate brigade — which need the 
LRRP capability are caught without it. 
A corps commander can detach one or 
more of his LRRP platoons down to 
subordinate commands, usually on a 
temporary or single-mission basis. 

Additionally, since the corps com¬ 
mander’s area of interest is much 
broader and deeper than that of his sub¬ 
ordinate commanders, a coverage 
“gap” usually exists. This gap lies be¬ 
tween what can be provided by the corps 
commander’s assets and by the line units 
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subordinate to the division and brigade 
in the conduct of their normal recon¬ 
naissance patrolling activities. 

As long as the division and separate 
brigade can task subordinate units to 
provide LRRP capability or can accept 
actual LRRP support or intelligence 
produced by LRRP operations in an 
area of mutual interest from corps level, 
they have no problems. 

The chance of subordinate units pro¬ 
viding a properly trained LRRP capabil¬ 
ity to a division or separate brigade com¬ 
mander is remote, at best — it’s not their 
job. The chance of higher HQ providing 
a division or brigade commander’s long- 
range intelligence requirements is just as 
remote. If a corps or higher level doesn’t 
have a LRRP capability, then it’s every 
commander for himself. 

By his particular TO&E, each com¬ 
mander is authorized a certain “mix” of 
personnel — in various specialties and 
grades — and equipment which, when 
combined in various configurations, is 
expected to perform a certain task, or 
tasks, as required by the particular mis¬ 
sion of that unit. Commanders often 
find that their particular TO&E (which 
always looks good in a line-and-block 
diagram) is not the best solution to their 
immediate needs and undertake to “re¬ 
tailor” their available assets in order to 
accomplish their mission. This is their 
prerogative as commanders, but if this 
“retailoring” fails to accomplish the 
mission, or if an unexpected setback oc¬ 
curs, then they too will become subject 
to “retailoring.” 

The ability to tailor assets to fit mis¬ 
sion requirements creates the Provi¬ 
sional Long Range Reconnaissance Pa¬ 
trol Company. The commander, by 
tasking his subordinate commands for 
men and equipment, can design and 
equip his own provisional LRRP com¬ 
pany. Provisional LRRPs will vary in 
size, organization, equipment and em¬ 
ployment, because of different missions, 
enemies, terrain, availability of men and 
equipment, and the effect of the loss of 
personnel on the units that have pro¬ 
vided them in relation to their carrying 
out their own missions. The organiza¬ 
tion of any provisional unit is a double- 
edged sword — what you create at one 
level you lose at another. 

The training for LRRPs, TO&E or 
provisional, is essentially the same. Since 
provisional LRRPs will not usually oper¬ 
ate at the extreme ranges of a corps or 
higher LRRP unit, sophisticated com¬ 
munications training is not normally re¬ 
quired. Ranger qualification is highly 
desirable and required by TO&E 7-157 
for PLs and APLs as well as other cadre 
positions within the LRRP company. 
Ranger School quotas are available to 
most commanders. Pathfinder training 
is also desirable, as well as HALO, 
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National Guard students worm through Ft. 
Bragg barbwire-festooned mudbath in 
Recondo training. 


Scuba, Language, Intelligence Com¬ 
munications and CBR (Chemical, Bio¬ 
logical, Radiological Warfare). 

For any personnel other than cadre — 
and for cadre when Ranger or other 


M16s at ready, students gather around 
instructor at 18th Airborne Corps Recondo 
School, Ft. Bragg, N.C., May 1980. 

specialized training is not available — 
Army Recondo training provides initial 
patrolling instruction. LRRP training is 
an ongoing process that reaches its peak 
through the continuous training of pa¬ 
trols as integral units. The Army Recon¬ 
do training program is detailed in Train¬ 
ing Circular 21-1. A recondo training 
program can be established by the sepa¬ 
rate brigade commander, or by a higher 
command, to train LRRP assets or in¬ 
dividual troops who return to the line 
companies as cadre. 

Only two LRRP companies are auth¬ 
orized in the force structure and they are 



VIETNAM LRRPS 
POST ’69 


COMPANY 

ASSET SOURCE STRENGTH 

SERVICE 

COMMAND 

Co. C 75th Inf. 

Co. E, 20th Inf. (LRP) 

230 

1 Feb, *69- 
25 Oct. ’71 

1 Field Force- 
Vietnam 

Co. D, 75th Inf. 

Co. D, 151st Inf. (LRP) 

From Co. F, 51st Inf. 

198 

20 Nov. ’69- 
JO Apr. ’70 

11 Field Force- 
Vietnam 

Co. E, 75th Inf. 

Co. E, 50th inf, (LRP) 

118 

1 Feb. ’69- 
23 Aug. ’69 

9th Infantry 

Division 

Co. E, 75th Ini. 

Second Tour 

61 

1 Oct. ’69- 
12 Oct. *70 

3d Brigade, 9th 
Infantry Div. 

Co. F, 75th Inf. 

Co. F, 50th Inf. (LRP) 

118 

1 Feb. ’69- 
15 Mar. ’71 

25th Infantry Div. 

Co, G, 75th Inf. 

Co. E, 51st Inf. (LRP) 

118 

1 Feb. ’69- 
1 Oct. ’71 

23rd infantry Div. 
(Americal) 

Co. H. 75th Inf. 

Co. E, 52nd Inf. (LRP) 

198 

1 Feb. *69- 
15 Aug. ’72 

1st Cavalry Div, 
(Airmobile) 

Co. 1, 75th Inf. 

Co. F, 52nd Inf. (LRP) 

US 

1 Feb. *69- 
7 April ’70 

1st Infantry Div, 

Co, K, 75th Inf. 

Co, E, 58th Inf. (LRP) 

118 

1 Feb. r 69- 
10 Dec. ’70 

4th Infantry Div. 

Co. L, 75th Inf. 

Co. F, 58th Inf. (LRP) 

m 

1 Feb. ’69- 
26 Dec. ’71 

101st Airborne Div. 
(Airmobile) 

Co. M, 75th Inf 

71st Inf. Detachment (LRP) 

61 

1 Feb, ’69- 
12 Oct, ’70 

199th Infantry 

Brigade (Light) 

Co- N. 75th Inf. 

74th Inf. Detachment (LRP) 


1 Feb. ’69- 
25 Aug. ’71 

173rd Airborne 

Brigade 

Co- 0. 75th |nf. 

78th Inf, Detachment (LRP) 

61 

1 Feb. *69- 
20 Nov. ’69 

3d Brigade. 82d 
Airborne Division. 

Co. P, 75th Inf 

79th Inf. Detachment (LRP) 

61 

1 Feb, ’69- 
31 Aug. ’71 

1st Brigade, 5th Infantry 
Division (Mech.) 
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both in the Reserve components. Co. F 
(Ranger), 425th Infantry, is part of the 
Michigan Army National Guard and 
Co. G (Ranger), 143rd Infantry, is in the 
Texas Army National Guard. From time 
to time, however, other LRRP units 
have been assigned to the National 
Guard units in other states. 


LRRP COMMO 

by Capt. Dan Stolenberg 

Due to the nature of the LRRP 
mission, communications become ex¬ 
tremely sophisticated. Because of dis¬ 
tances, special communications 
equipment and techniques must be 
employed. The patrol's primary 
means of communication is the AN/ 
PRC 74, a single sideband (SSB) AM 
radio with extended range capability 
(range will vary due to different 
antennas, atmospheric conditions, 
etc.). The pair of AN/PRC 77s (an 
FM set with a very moderate range) 
are used for communications be¬ 
tween the OP (observation post) and 
patrol base; the SSB radio, located in 
the patrol base, relays information to 
base radio stations located behind the 
FEB A (Forward Edge of the Battle 
Area). By properly siting the SSB an¬ 
tenna for directional transmission 
and using tactical brevity codes to re¬ 
duce on-air time, patrols reduce ex¬ 
posure to OPFOR (opposing forces’) 
radio directional scanners, thereby 
greatly increasing the chances for 
mission success. 

An emergency FM communica¬ 
tions link can be provided to the pat¬ 
rol via an aerial relay platform oper¬ 
ating in the vicinity of the FEBA. 
This communications system will be 
limited in Europe or the Middle East 
because of the anti-aircraft capability 
in the forward elements of Soviet or 
Soviet-trained and equipped forces. 
The FM radios can also be used for 
communications with other LRRP 
patrols operating within the AO. 

For communications with its oper¬ 
ational patrols, the LRRP Company 
communications platoon is broken 
down into three base radio stations, 
each identical in capability, which are 
located in depth behind the FEBA. 
One base radio station is co-located 
with the LRRP CP, which typically is 
located near the intelligence section 
(G2) of its supported headquarters. 
The multiple-base radio-station con¬ 
cept ensures maintenance of contin¬ 
uous contact with the committed pa¬ 
trols to prevent interruption with an 
individual station due to atmospheric 
conditions, frequency prediction or 
“skip” (the masking of radio signals 
by terrain features). 



Students at 18th Airborne Corps Recondo 
School are critiqued by 82d Airborne Div. 
instructor. May, 1979. 


Co. F, 52nd Inf. (LRP) 1st Inf. Div. 

Co. E, 58th Inf. (LRP) 4th Inf. Div. 

70th Inf. Detachment (LRP) 11th Inf. Brigade (Light) 

71st Inf. Detachment (LRP) 199th Inf. Brigade (Light) 

74th Inf. Detachment (LRP) 173rd Abn. Brigade 


The most noteworthy among these 
was Co. D (Long-Range Patrol), 151st 
Infantry, 38th Infantry Division, In¬ 
diana Army National Guard, which 
served with distinction with 2nd Field 
Force-Vietnam (1969) and became the 
First National Guard unit since the 
Korean War to receive the Combat In¬ 
fantry Company designation. 

Sadly, D/151 was deactivated in the 
late 1970s, apparently due to inability to 
retain sufficient Ranger and Airborne- 
qualified personnel. Other states which 
have tried to maintain LRRP companies 
have been unable to do so for any ap¬ 
preciable length of time. They include 
Delaware’s Co. A (Ranger), 259th In¬ 
fantry; Alabama’s Co. E (Ranger), 
200th Infantry; and Puerto Rico’s Co. E 
(Ranger), 65th Infantry. Texas’s acquisi¬ 
tion of a LRRP company came about, in 
part, as a result of Puerto Rico’s loss. 

Provisional LRRP units began to be 
formed in Vietnam as early as 1966. 
These units, which became official in 
1967, were formed because division and 
separate brigade commanders recog¬ 
nized that a requirement existed for a re- 
connaissance/pati oiling capability 
beyond what was authorized or provided 
for by their stateside TO&Es. In 1967 
these units were officially entitled Long- 
Range Patrol. They were: 

COMPANY UNIT 

Co. E, 20th Inf. (LRP) 1 Field Force (1967) 

4th Inf. Div. (196S) 

Co. F, 51st Inf. (LRP) II Field Force-Vietnam 

Co. E, 50th Inf. (LRP) 9th Inf. Div. 

Co. F, 50th Inf. (LRP) 25th Inf. Div. 

Co. E, 51st Inf. (LRP) 23rd Inf. Div. (America!) 

Co. E, 52nd Inf. (LRP) 1st Cav. Div, (Airmobile) 


In 1968, Co. F, 58th Infantry (LRP), 
was assigned to the 101st Airborne Divi¬ 
sion and Co. D, 151st (LRP), replaced 
Co. F, 51st Infantry, to become the LRP 
element for II Field Force-Vietnam. In 
1968, two other Long-Range Patrol 
units were formed, entitled Infantry 
Detachments. The 79th Infantry Detach¬ 
ment (LRP) operated in “Eye” Corps 
with 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Div. 
(Mech.), and 78th Infantry Det. (LRP) 
operated in III Corps with 3rd Brigade/ 
82nd Airborne Div. In January 1969, the 
75th Infantry Rgt. was formed under the 
Combat Arms Regimental System to 
provide a parent unit for the separate 
LRRP companies, and the assets of the 
LRRP companies in Vietnam were 
transferred to the ranger companies of 
the 75th Infantry. 

The advent of the 75th Infantry Rang¬ 
er Companies was a logical progression, 
since the success of the Provisional LRP 
Companies had proved the need for a 
highly trained, motivated force possess¬ 
ing LRRP capabilities. 

As the war in Vietnam wound down, 
the LRRP companies were deactivated. 
As in the past, units born from the ne¬ 
cessity of war became the first casualties 
of the reduction in force. Undoubtedly 
we will crank them back up once more 
when we need them again. But why 
shouldn’t we let common sense and ex¬ 
perience be our teachers? Before we had 
enough time to recover from initial mis¬ 
takes and take corrective action. Do we 
really believe that we will have such a 
luxury again? ^ 
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RIGHT 
TO THE 
POINT 


SOF Report on 
S.H.O.T. Show Knives 


RIGHT: Classic grace of traditional Finnish 
puukko translated into modern stainless 
alloy by Marttiini. Photo: Bill Guthrie 

BELOW: Gerber’s new line of 441 stainless 
Frisco Shivs designed by Blackie Collins. 
Photo: Bill Guthrie 


ABOVE: SOFer Ken Hackathorn displays 
Swedish Safety Knife. Photo: John Metzger 
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by Bill Guthrie 
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BELOW: Al Mar’s classic folders in 
camouflage. Photo: John Metzger 




ABOVE: Sharpeners were big: Ron Robley 
shows Gerber compact bone. 

Photo: John Metzger 

LEFT: Tough knife from rough country. 
B.R. Hughes of Texarkana makes this 
12.75-inch combat knife. 

Photo: B.R. Hughes 
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D ALLAS hosted 1983’s Texas-sized 
Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor 
Trade Show. Even though most leisure¬ 
time businesses are suffering this year, 
the manufacturers and jobbers turned 
out in cheerful herds to show, buy and 
sell everything anybody could want in 
the outdoors. Originally barred from the 
S.H.O.T. Show, some pieces of paramil¬ 
itary equipment rushed in after the ban 
was lifted. In future issues SOF will 
show you what the industry saw at the 
S.H.O.T. Show in handguns, long guns 
and the latest in scopes and binoculars. 
Now we’ll show you what’s new with 
some of the world’s cutlers. 

New dress for old favorites was a 
dominant theme at S.H.O.T. Show 
knife exhibits. Gerber presented the 
trade representatives with a line of glare- 
suppressed combat knives in a hand¬ 
some, threatening, black-matte Finish. 
The legendary cutlers from Portland in¬ 
troduced the line with examples of the 
Mark II, and the Loveless-designed 
Guardian and Guardian I. 

Though not so functional, John 
Clarke and Son, Ltd., of Sheffield, Eng¬ 
land, had a few samples of a specially 
engraved Sykes-Fairbairn dagger made 
as a commemorative of the Falklands 
War. Unfortunately, no price has been 
set, but Clarke is looking for American 
dealers. Interested parties can reach 
them at Dept. SOF, 65 Garden Street, 
Sheffield SI 4BJ, England. 

Geier Enterprises, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
1607 S. Chicago Ave., Freeport, IL 
61032, exhibited one of the most 
unusual and uncompromisingly useful 
knifes ever marketed: the Swedish Safe¬ 
ty Knife. Made of Swedish stainless steel 
by Hanses, the Safety Knife looks like a 
gimmick with a ring cast into the plastic 
handle. As weird as it looks, this knife is 
all business. The ring holds the user’s 
forefinger while he cuts, and mates with 
a flexible plastic stud built into the belt- 
loop on the sheath. Once the knife is ful¬ 
ly inserted into the scabbard with the 
stud engaged in the finger hole, it cannot 
come out unless it is removed the right 
way: by inserting the forefinger into the 
finger-hole as the knife is drawn. Geier 
suggests a list price of $24.95, and it’s 
hard to think of more working knife for 
the money. 

Marttiini knives are famous in 
Europe, and most American outdoors- 
men have had one of its filleting knives 
at one time or another. The Fillet knives 
— like most of Marttiini’s line — are 
distinctive for their deep sheaths, arctic 
curly-birch handles and decorated 
stainless-steel blades of graceful profile. 

Until now it has been relatively hard 
to find the many other knives made by 
this distinguished Finnish cutler, but 
Marttiini Knives, Dept. SOF, 540 W. 
Main Street, Anoka, MN 55303, is sell¬ 
ing the full line and looking for dealers. 
Marttiini Knives range from a tiny 
fishing knife to Lapp “machetes” over 
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two feet long, engraved with reindeer- 
herding scenes. These knives are as 
beautiful as they are practical. 

Bench-made knives are becoming 
common among outdoorsmen, and the 
big manufacturers have begun to get the 
idea they’re missing part of the market. 
Buck’s response to this is Buck Custom 
Knives. Headed by Chuck Buck, the 
youngest Buck in the knife business, the 
custom shop allows you to order any 
combination of 38 blade designs in four 
different steels and 16 handle materials 
ranging from micarta to mastodon 
ivory. Further information is available 
from Buck Custom Knives, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 1267, El Cajon, CA 92022. 

Kuzan Oda introduced his version of 
the classic big-game hunter’s knife-set. 
Held in a handsome deep double-sheath, 
Oda’s latest designs are a heavy, slightly 
dropped-point skinner and a delicate 
spear-pointed caping blade. Oda can be 
reached for prices and ordering informa¬ 
tion at Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 15795, Col¬ 
orado Springs, CO 80935. 

Oda’s friend A1 Mar was also present 
with knives and camouflaged snap-clo¬ 


Kuzan Oda’s big-game knife set. Photo: 
John Metzger 


sure belt cases for folders designed for 
the survivalist and paramilitary market. 
Though the Hawk, Falcon and Eagle 
models are not new, they are now avail¬ 
able with subdued green micarta scales, 
from A1 Mar, Dept. SOF, 5861 S.W. 
Benfield Ct., Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 

Most modern knives don’t need a lot 
of care, but they do need to be sharp¬ 
ened. The old favorites — including the 
revolutionary Lansky Sharpening Sys¬ 
tem — were represented, but this year’s 
novelty was a prototype exhibited by 
Spyderco, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 800, 
Golden, CO 80401. Sal Glesser safely 
and quickly breezed through the tough¬ 
est sharpening jobs with his light, porta¬ 
ble Fold-A-V sharpener. 

This original honing device is a 
triangle, hinged at the corners so it folds 
for convenient storage. Unfolded it 
forms an inverted triangle with abrasive 
blocks on the inside of the two lower 
legs. Development is not yet complete 
and no price has been mentioned but 
watch for it later this year. 

A number of private custom and 
bench-made knife-builders appeared at 
the S.H.O.T. Show, but their work de¬ 
serves closer attention than can be given 
here. The most interesting will be 
covered in later issues of SOF.^ 
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Continued from page 27 

ing for Willoughby. In moments of frus¬ 
tration Tofte would say that MacArthur 
had only three enemies: the Russians, 
the Chinese and the North Koreans. “I 
had four,” he said. “Those three, plus 
MacArthur.” 

Occasionally Washington-dispatched 
oddballs did come through Tofte’s do¬ 
main. One man, a Cherokee Indian 
code-named Buffalo, had been asked in 
Washington, “How would you like to 
kill [North Korean Premier] Kim II 
Sung?” “Pll start today,” he supposed¬ 
ly replied, and left for the Far East. Buf¬ 
falo was so suspicious of the world that 
he would not go near a conventional 
CIA office, even a deeply covert one; he 
insisted on meeting Tofte and other of¬ 
ficers “at sunset near the wall of the Im¬ 
perial Palace.” Buffalo had been of¬ 
fered what Tofte called a “grand prize 
of a considerable amount of money” if 
his assassination mission succeeded. It 
obviously did not, and exactly what Buf¬ 
falo did after leaving Tokyo was never 
known to the CIA. 

In the area of psychological war Tofte 
managed not only to tarnish the Soviet 
Union’s reputation in Japan but also to 
earn a $104,000 profit for CIA in the 
process. Soviet policy at the time was to 
encourage leftist groups in Japan to re¬ 
sist MacArthur’s dernocraticization pro¬ 
cess and to make the Japanese citizenry 
wary of too close an alignment with the 
United States. The implication was that 
bystander Japan could be destroyed in a 
U.S.-USSR war. 

Tofte’s chance for propagandistic 
mischief arose in late 1950, when the So¬ 
viets began freeing hundreds of 
Japanese soldiers who had been “lost” 
in Siberia since WWII ended. “There 
were many lovey-dovey stories in the 
leftist press in Japan about how nice the 
Russians were to free these men,” Tofte 
said. He sensed other motives. The 
American military presence in Japan, 
save for staff people, consisted of a mili¬ 
tary police battalion. Tofte feared that 
the released POWs, and the surge of 
pro-Soviet sentiment, might give the 
Russians a propaganda advantage. He 
and deputy Colwell Beers talked about a 
countermove but could not find any 
suitable ideas. 

Willoughby inadvertently gave them 
an opening. Someone on his staff ob¬ 
tained a diary kept by a Japanese colonel 
who had spent the postwar years in a Si¬ 
berian labor camp, a grim experience. 
“Willoughby didn’t know what to do 
with the diary, so he sent it over to CIA 
as a sort of joke,” Tofte said. 

Tofte skimmed a translation and an¬ 
nounced to Beers, “We’re going into the 
movie business. We are going to make a 
movie about how it is to be a prisoner of 
war in Russia.” 



JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun—All Levels 

“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CLOSE-RANGE 
INTERPERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern smallarms 
technique, we constitute the fountainhead of doctrine of 
personal weaponcraft. 



Eighteen firing ranges, arm’s length to 
1000 meters—three indoor simula¬ 
tors—twenty-four expert instructors— 
seven qualified range masters—a com¬ 
plete gunsmithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods 
combine the discipline essential to 
safety with cordial, personal contact 
in an atmosphere of helpful comrade¬ 
ship. Our aim is to expand the 
individual self-confidence of each 
client to the point where he can enjoy a 
degree of peace of mind rarely known 
in today’s hazardous environment. 


Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to-one in range 
work, and over half our practical instruction is conducted with 
one coach for each pupil. 


A DEGREE FROM API IS 
EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE SOCIETY 
OF THE ADEPT. 

Write Dept. SF for information. 

Send. $2.00 for API brochure. 
AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 




Some situations require... 

Special purpose ammunition 

SUB SONIC 

Wlmpcrloud @ 

SUPER SONIC 
ARMOUR 

For your special requirements write to: PIERCING 

AMERICAN BALLISTICS COMPANY, INC. (mummhtvn 

P. 0. Bon 1410 

Marietta. Georgia 3006 L USA 

Phone 1404) 434BQ78 ILLtX 54-2461 
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NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 *59 9S 


Brigade’s Utodly Rully @ Sweater 


The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 

100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. _ 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot • Black grain-out leather • Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Fully 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear welt construction 
• VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole • Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding • Re¬ 
movable felt slip soles • Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots. $99.50 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name (up to 14 
letters) and color. 

#N15, $5.50 


Military Identification 
“DOG TAGS” 

Complete GJ. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel rolled edge plates embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 

#TAG145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 

Please Print Clearly 

NAME-- - 

ADDRESS _____ 

CITY_St,-Zip- 


CODE 

# 

ITEM 

SIZE / 
COLOR 

PRICE 

















Postage & Handling 

Total Enclosed 

$1.50 



□Send FREE 1982 Catalogue 

Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 



COMFORT 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 

Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 

M, L, XL. 

tfCCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
'Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 



#BT21, $6.95 



MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool with Leather Sweat Band. 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute Finest made 
anywhere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (BLJ, Airborne 
Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH). State 
hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 

* Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
I and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 

#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


! MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
| Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
| Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
request Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
| oraers accepted. 

| Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 


At Tofte’s urging MacArthur lifted a 
ban that had prevented the Japanese 
film industry from reopening after the 
war. A request went to CIA headquar¬ 
ters for a film director and writer. Work¬ 
ing chiefly with Japanese film techni¬ 
cians — but under CIA direction — 
crews built a replica of a Russian prison 
camp in the snowy vastness of Hok¬ 
kaido, Japan’s northernmost island. 
Tofte ordered, among other items, four 
rail cars of tomato catsup. Why? Beers 
asked. “Because this is going to be the 
bloodiest movie ever/’ Tofte replied. 

That it was. “I knew we were on the 
right track when communists tried to 
sabotage the set. The movie was a dread¬ 
ful exposure of the Soviets. The 
Japanese film industry loved it because it 
put actors and technicians back to work 
after a long layoff. Audiences loved it 
because it was a damned good film. We 
opened at 20 Japanese theaters simultan¬ 
eously, and it ran for weeks, a smash hit 
at the box office. Eventually it played at 
more than 700 theaters. It created 
tremendous indignation and anti-Soviet 
feeling. And when we added up the 
figures, CIA took out a profit of 
$104,000 which was turned over to the 
U.S. government.” 

A more conventional covert warfare 
operation was carried out at the behest 
of the National Security Agency, created 
concurrent with the CIA as the nation’s 
code-breaking and communications-in- 
tercept organization. NSA technicians 
had trouble intercepting North Korean 
and Chinese messages in the early 
months of the war. The Chinese used an 
underwater telephone cable across the 
Yellow Sea for most of their message 
traffic between troop commands in 
Manchuria and their general head¬ 
quarters in Peking, a line on which the 
NSA could not eavesdrop because of its 
location far behind enemy lines. So the 
NSA came to the CIA with a request: 
Was there any way the CIA could dis¬ 
able the cable, thereby forcing the 
Chinese to use radio broadcasts suscepti¬ 
ble to monitoring? 

Tofte received the query in his morn¬ 
ing cable traffic (“It was always fun 
opening the mail, for one received the 
oddest things”) and began thinking 
about the problem. By happy circum¬ 
stance, he happened to know a bit about 
the cable in question, for in prewar days 
he had owned a vacation house on the 
Manchurian coast. “The cable went into 
the water about 600 yards from my 
garden fence. Further, it was owned by a 
Danish company, the Great Northern 
Telegraph Co.” Through discreet in¬ 
quiries Tofte managed to plot the cable’s 
course across the Yellow Sea and the 
depth at which it could be found. His 
source even volunteered that cable 
breaks were particularly annoying when 
the two severed ends drifted away from 
each other. 
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PHOENIX 


T-SHIRTS! — Buy one for yourself 
& one for a friend! — T-shirts are of 
a cotton/poly mix. USMC & SPECS 
T-shirts are yellow with red or green 
printing, remainder are white with 
red or black printing. All are il¬ 
lustrated along with the printing. 
2A Be Man Among Men — Join 
the Rhod. Army — $7.95 
2B Soldier of Fortune — $7.95 
2C Airborne — Death From Above 

— $7.95 

2D Southeast Asia — $7.95 
2E Terrorism Stops Here — $7.95 
2F Patience My Ass — I’m going 
out and kill something! — 
$7.95 

2G Peace Through Superior Fire¬ 
power — $7.95 

2H Nuke Iran — SPECIAL SALE 

— $4.95 

2J Apocalypse — $7.95 
2K Death Rides A Pale Horse — 
$7.95 

2L What Price Now OPEC — 

$7.95 

2M Mercenaries Do It For Profit — 
$7.95 

2N Death To Tyrants — $7.95 
20 Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual 
Convention— $7.95 
2P Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual 
Convention — $7.95 
2R Special Forces — Living By 
Chance, Loving By Choice. 
Killing By Profession — $8.95 
2S Marines — Let Me Win your 
Hearts and Minds, or I'll Burn 
Your Damn Huts Down — 

$8.95 

2T RLI — 1st Commando — $7.95 
2U Cammo T-shirt — Short Sleeve 

— $7.95 

2V Support Afghan Freedom 
Fighters — $7.95 

Also avail. In Navy Blue: #2B & #2G 
2W Cammo T-shirt — Long sleeve 

— $8.95 

Also avail, in Navy Blue: #2B & #2G 
2W Cammo T-shirt — Long sleeve 

— $8.95 

2X Cammo Jogging Shorts — 
100% Cotton. S,M,L,X-L — 
$6.50 

2Y Camo Sweatshirt — On those 
chilly days when all you need is 
a tight jacket, this tightly insu¬ 
lated sweat jacket is ideal. The 
outer and Inner lining are 100% 
Fortrel® polyester with a thin, 
insulating layer of 100% poly¬ 
urethane foam. Features two 
slash pockets, adjustable draw¬ 
string hood, zipper front, rib 
knit cuffs and bottom. Sizes: 
S,M,L.X-L. Please specify. 
SPECIAL SALE - $21.95 


sheath. Sheath is made of genuine 
top grain cowhide. — $39.95 
BLACK MATTE TEKNA KNIVES - 
WONT GIVE YOU AWAY!! 

Exactly the same as the above 
Tekna Knives, but with a non- 
reflective black matte finish ap¬ 
plied to the entire surface of the 
knife. 

T-2200B — Features same unique 
ABS sheath as explained on T-2200 
— $44.95 

T-2300B — Features stainless cfip 
on sheath as in above T-2200. — 
$39.95 

T-2400B — Features black leather 
sheath as in above T-2400. — 

$44.95 




ADVICE 



3A — avail, in white or navy blue — 
$7.95 

3B — avail, in white or black — 
2-sided printing — $8.95 
3C — avail, in white — $7.95 


TEKNA KNIVES — DESIGNED BY 
A WEAPONS DESIGNER 
The Tekna Knife is drawn and 
shaped from a single piece of 
nickel/chromium stainless steel. 
Tpe 431 stainless was chosen for 
this knife. This knife is at home 
below the seaweed or above the 
timberiine — and everywhere in 
between! The five-holed handle 
permits the knife to be positively 
locked in its sheath, reduces 
weight, and allows the knife to be 
held comfortably. It features twin 
rows of razor-sharp saw-tooth ser¬ 
rations, and cuts through most 
things with a single pass. 

T-2200 — Features unique, self- 
guiding ABS sheath with thumb 
operated latch allowing one- 
handed removal or replacement in 
less than half a second. Two self¬ 
closure Tekna-Straps permit quick 
adjustment and include stainless 
self-tensioning buckles. — $39.95 
T-2300 — Exactly the same as 
T-2200, but provides a stainless clip 
in place of the Tekna-Straps for 
mounting on belt or inside boot 
top, - $34.95 

T-2400 — Low profile black leather 
sheath with stainless boot clip and 
positive snap Jock is included in 
this model, replacina the ABS 


ANG0U 
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CAMOUFLAGE DUFFLE BAG — 
American made. Regulation size 
21x36. Sturdy web handle and 
shoulder strap. Heavy duty steel 
grommets and hooks for padlock¬ 
ing. - $13.95 

PLASTIC 1 qt. CANTEEN - with 
aluminum cup and nylon cover — 
6.95. 

SOF PATCH 

Red & Black - $1.75 

Subdued — $1.75 

4-CELL FLASHLIGHTS!! 

This lite has the virtually indestruc¬ 
tible ABS/polycarbonate housing, 
and is so small, it is less than one 
third tha size ot comparably bright 
flashlights. The lite weighs 8,75 oz. 
with batteries, and is 5" long. It Is 


2.5” in diameter, and is waterproof 
to 2000 ft. Brightness is 4800 
Candlepower, and lite is available 
in rechargeable form (batteries 
included), or non-rechargeable 
form (batteries not included). 
Switch is activated by V* turn of 
lens; explosion proof. 

T-1700 — Rechargeable — Black 
w/Nicad Batteries & 110 v. Charger 

— $42.95 

T-1700 — Rechargeable — Orange 
w/Nicad Batteries & 110 v. Charger 

— $42.95 

T-1800 — Rechargeable — Black 
w/Nicad Batteries & 200 v. Charger 

— $44.95 

T-1800 — Rechargeable — Orange 
w/Nicad Batteries & 220 v. Charger 

— $44.95 

T-1705 — Non-Rechargeable — 
Black w/o Batteries or Charger — 
$19.95 

T-1705-0 — Non-Rechargeable — 
Orange w/o Batteries or Charger — 
$19.95 

8-CELL FLASHLIGHTS 
The Tekna-Lite 8 cell is simply 
thebrightest flashlight for its size in 
the world. It is designed to run on 
either rechargeable nickle- 
cadmium batteries or alkaline cells. 
Candlepower is 12,000. Weight is 
12 oz. w/batteries. and length is 7". 
Diameter is 2.5", Lite is waterproof 
to 2000 feet. Switch is activated by 
V« turn of lens, and is explosion- 
proof. 

T-1900 — Rechargeable — Black 
w/Nicad Batteries & 110 v. Charger 

— $64.95 

T-1900-0 — Rechargeable — 
Orange w/Nicad Batteries & 110 v. 
Charger — $64.95 
T-1920 — Rechargeable — Black 
w/Nicad Batteries & 220 v. Charger 

— $66.95 

T-1920-0 — Rechargeable — 

Orange w/Nicad Batteries & 220 

Charger — $66.95 

T-1905 — Non-Rechargeable — 

Black w/o Batteries or Charger — 

$26.95 

T-1905-0 — Non-Rechargeable — 
Orange w/o Batteries or Charger — 
$26.95 

Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune 

— by Jay Mall in & Robert K. 
Brown. An eye-opening account of 
(he lives, ideals, and adventures of 
today’s soldiers of fortune. A must 
for every adventurer! — $14.95 
Three volumes of books authored 
by Michael D. Echanis — Explain¬ 
ing the most effective system of 
hand to hand combat In the world. 
Volume #1 — Knife Self Defense 
for Combat — over 350 photos — 
$5.95 

Volume #2 — Knife Fighting/Knife 
Throwing for Combat — over 800 
pics — $8.95 

Volume #3 — Basic Stick Fighting 
for Combat — hundred ol photos 

— $7.95 

Combat: House-to-House — by 
Terry Edwards. Combat: House-to- 
House doesn't deal in terrorism or 
political theory. It is a manual of ci¬ 
ty combat and it won't leave you 


hanging with vague or mcomp/ete 
instructions. Must reading for any 
potential combatant, tactician, or 
police tactical unit. Over 200 pages, 
over 100 photos & iilust. — $6.95 
Grenades! — by Mike Weber. A 
new generaion of weapons has 
given new meaning to the word gre¬ 
nades. Here is what they are all 
about. How they work, how to use 
them. Grenades! is put together as 
only a professional can do it. 130 
pages, over 80 photos and illustra¬ 
tions. — $5.95 

Mercenary’s Manual Part One — by 
Terry Edwards. The book on surviv¬ 
ing in combat. Packed with how-to 
stuff that might make the differ¬ 
ence between coming back in one 
piece & not coming back at all. 132 
pages, illustrated and with lots of 
photos. — $5.95 

Mercenary’s Manual Part Two — 
by Terry Edwards. Edited by Robert 
K. Brown. Like Part One, Pari Two 
is a manual to be USED. From im¬ 
provisations to tracking to demoli¬ 
tions, mortars, mines, airborne and 
waterborne techniques, field for¬ 
tifications, recon. urban warfare 
and much more. 328-pages, over 
150 photos, many illustrations. — 
$8.95 

Village Defense — Initial Special 
Forces Operations in Vietnam by 
Colonel Ronald Shackleton. This 
personal account covers the Speci¬ 
al Forces involvement during a 
phase of the war that is not really 
widely known. 175 pages, 8x11. 
Hardcover Edition — $13.95. Soft- 
cover Edition — $10.95. 

Secrets of Underground Organiza¬ 
tions & Operations — Originally 
published by the Special Opera¬ 
tions Research Office, under the 
auspices of the U.S. Army, this 
comprehensive work reveals how 
underground operations are con¬ 
ceived. developed and organized. 
291 pp.. 8x11. Hardcover Edition 
— $13.95. Softcover Edition — 
$9.95 

POSTERS FROM PHOENIX ASSO¬ 
CIATES! 

Large top quality wall posters that 
show your true feelings. They are a 
must for men of adventure. Deco¬ 
rate your den. bedroom, or work¬ 
shop. 

Anatomy of Terror — A Rhodesian 
assassinated by terrorists. — $2.95 



Be A Man Among Men — Rhode¬ 
sian Army recruiting poster. — 
52.95 


“Two Armies” — Famous quote 
from jean Lane-Guy. — $2.95 
Death To Tyrants — features a uni¬ 
que drawing. Available on standard 
poster paper, or In a Special Edition 
on high quality paper and suitable 
for framing. Special Edition — 
$7.95. Standard — $2.95 
The Thompson Submachine Gun — 
featuring an old ad for the gun. — 
S2.95 

U. S. Paratroopers — ‘‘U.S, 
Paratroopers provide the enemy 
with the maximum opportunity to 
give his life for his country.” — 
$2.95 

NEW! REDUCE MUZZLE CLIMB 
WITH THE “MUZZLE MIZER”! The 

“Muzzle Mizer” weighs only 3 V? oz. 
and extends overall length of 
weapon only 214". No weapon mod¬ 
ification is necessary, and it is fully 
adjustable to the individual shoot¬ 
er. This unique item controls verti¬ 
cal and horizontal muzzle climb, 
controls muzzle flash, increases 
muzzle velocity an average of 
20fps, increases group-size accur¬ 
acy of weapon by 50%, and will de¬ 
liver full magazine into silhouette 
target at 100 yards in full-automatic 
mode. It is available for the AR-15, 
M16, CAR-15, AR-180. AR-18, 
H&K91 and 93, and Mini-14. Price is 
only — $34.95. 

SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL - 
Designed to meet U.S. military 
criteria; tested for eight years 
throughout world In jungles, moun¬ 
tains. deserts, and arctic regions. 
Put the odds in your favor and buy 
today! Comes with field manual 
complete with instructions and pic¬ 
tures. — $36.00. 



U.S. MARINE CORP COMBAT 
KNIFE — Big and mean, this knife 
has a 7" parkerized blade and hand 
filling hard leather handle with 
grooves cut for a sure grip. The han¬ 
dle and sheath are specially treated 
against rot and fungus. — $16.95 
DEATH TO TYRANTS KNIFE — 
This knife is designed after the 
Sykes-Fairburn Commando Knife, 
and is etched with “Death to 
Tyrants" on the blade. Comes with 
a black sheath with a belt loop slot. 
— $74.50 

U.S. ARMY POCKET KNIFE — New 
in wrapper as made by Camillus 
Cutlery under contract to the 
government. — $7.95 

Gl WEB BELT — New OD green 
web belts to carry your gear! — 

$6.95 

Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Con¬ 
vention Patch — commemorating 
the 2nd Annual SOF Convention — 
similar to original patch in design 
with red. white, and b/acfc colors — 
$1.75 


Mail to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. 583, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


ITEM 

QUANTITY 

SIZE 

S.M.LXL 

CAMMC 

S-SLEEVE 

1 T-SHIRT 
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& MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: Postage & Handlir 

#: 3% Sales Tax (CO 

TOTAL AMOUNT 1 




res.) 

ENCLOSED 




NAME: ___ 

ADDRESS:___ 

CITY: _STATE:_ZIP:_ 

We accept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA — call us at (303) 447 1263. Sorrv, no col¬ 
lect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — INCLUDE 
75$ FOR EACH ADDITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
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UNIQUE PRODUCTS FROM 



RAM LINE 


OR MINI-14* 

FOLDING STOCK 

Item No. FSM 1460, for Models 181, 2 & 3. 
FSM 1460-0 for Model 180, $99.50 List. 

Locks against stock in dosed position. 
Swings open with one push button. Auto- 
Lock, clicks in open position. One button 
opens & locks shoulder plate. Heavy duty, 
quality steel tubular welded construction 
with high grade walnut stock. 

FST 1110 Model 10-22 $89.95 List. 


• 30 round magazine for all Ruger 10- 

• Factory replacement guarantee. 

• Last bullet as easy to load as first. 

• Anti-Jam design, tested for ultimate 

reliability. $16.75 List 


FOLDING BIPOD 

Item No. BP 1025 

• Instantly clips on most barrels. 

• Can’t scratch barrel. 

• Built-in lock for storing in closed 

Position. $12.95 List 



SEE-THRU 

SCOPE 

MOUNT 


Item No. SMM 1425 MINI-14* 

• Use Standard dovetail rings 

(Weaver, etc.) 

• Easy mounting—no drilling or 

tapping. 

• No iron sight or scope removal 

needed. 

• Install by replacing new bolt 

stop cover. 

• Designed with shell deflector. 

$24.95 List 



MINI-14* 

OPEN REAR 

SIGHT 

Item No. RSO 1435 

• "Buckhorn” type. 

• Sighting visibility im 

proves with white outline 
(option). 

• Slips under elevation 

screw without modifica¬ 
tion 

$2.00 List 



SIGHT ADJUST 
SCREWS-MINM4* 

Item No. SAS 1450 


• 'Quick Clicker” has 12 
instead of 4 detents 

• Coin adjustable 

• Easy to see white refer¬ 

ence marks 
$29.75 List 


Ask your Dealer. If you can’t find an item, write for referral, CHESCO, INC. 

send $1.00 for complete catalog. 406 Violet Street, Dept. SFUA 

Golden, Colorado 80401 

•MINI-14 & 10-22 are Registered Trade Marks of Sturm-Ruger Co,. Inc. 





CLOSED OPEN 


Fill Your Fist With This! 

DEVASTATING COMMANDO LOCKBLADE 

• Opens faster than a switchblade with one hand - LEGALLY! 

• Heavy duty quality construction 

• 440 stainless steel 

• 5 V 2 ” closed 

• Also available in non-slip matt black handle (COMMANDO II) or matt 
black handle with black teflon coated blade (NIGHTSTALKER) 

ONLY $18.95 + $2.00 postage/handling 

La. res. add 6% sales tax 

(add $1.50 for COMMANDO II and $2.25 for NIGHTSTALKER) 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order to: 

SOUTHERN SALES 

Dept. S / 130 Midwoy Dr. / River Ridge, Louisiana 70123 
Allow 4 weeks for personal checks to clear 
Check local ordinances before carrying concealed 


Several days later a flotilla of “Kor¬ 
ean fishing boats” converged in the 
Yellow Sea. The cable was tugged to the 
surface by grappling hooks and cut. 
Separate vessels snatched up the loose 
ends and sailed away in opposite direc¬ 
tions. Soon NSA monitors were over¬ 
hearing and deciphering radio traffic 
between Chinese forces in North Korea 
and Manchuria and the defense ministry 
in Peking. 

(Radio-intercept capabilities — and 
results — remain one of the more closely 
guarded secrets of the U.S. government; 
thus an accurate evaluation of Tofte’s 
cable caper is impossible for an outsider. 
But one early intercept that came to 
Tofte’s attention gave him immense per¬ 
sonal pleasure. “The High Command in 
Peking warned the field commands that 
50,000 guerrillas were loose between the 
lines. Actually we had about 1,200 men 
in the field, no more.”) 

But in terms of overall importance to 
the Korean War effort, no other CIA 
operation approached the one directed 
against the Norwegian ship carrying a 
load of medical personnel and supplies 
to the Chinese Communists. 

No one in Tokyo — including Hans 
Tofte — was very optimistic about TP- 
Stole. The ship flew the flag of a neutral 
nation, and for obvious diplomatic rea¬ 
sons the United States did not dare chal¬ 
lenge it openly on the high seas. Tofte 
talked with the Navy, which politely said 
it could do nothing, not even with un¬ 
marked covert ships. Nor did the Air 
Force care to risk a covert bombing, for 
the source of the raid would be transpar¬ 
ent to the international community. But 
Tofte did persuade the two services to 
keep the vessel under surveillance as it 
steamed north. A U.S. destroyer ho¬ 
vered just over the horizon, tracking the 
freighter and radioing frequent location 
reports to Tofte in Japan. 

Tofte knew Washington was serious 
when CIA headquarters authorized him 
to spend $1 million on TP-Stole without 
any further authorization. To Tofte, the 
lifting of normally tight CIA fiscal re¬ 
strictions meant stopping the ship was 
“definitely an act-first-and-talk-later 
proposition.” 

CIA station chiefs from throughout 
East Asia gathered with Tofte in Tokyo 
to plot means of stopping the ship. At 
one point it appeared the vessel might 
put into Hong Kong for supplies. A1 
Cox, the station chief for the port, drew 
explosives and other special equipment 
from CIA-Atsugi and hastened back to 
Hong Kong, “to plan a sabotage opera¬ 
tion under the noses of the British au¬ 
thorities if necessary,” in Tofte’s words. 

But the ship did not pause. It con¬ 
tinued north. 

Tofte knew time was running short. 
All he could wheedle from the Far East 
Air Force was a promise to bomb the 
ship — the Norwegian flag notwith¬ 
standing — if it put into a North Korean 
port. Such was unlikely, however, for 
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the UN controlled the seas off Korea. If 
the ship docked at a more logical 
destination in Manchuria or South 
China, the FEAF’s hands were tied. 

Scanning a map, Tofte saw only one 
possible intercept point. He boarded one 
of his CAT planes and flew to Formosa 
for a conference with Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek, whom he had met dur¬ 
ing his Burma Road guerrilla days early 
in WWII. A1 Cox, the Hong Kong sta¬ 
tion chief, joined him. Luckily Chiang 
remembered Tofte, and he did not blink 
when the Danish-American spymaster 
asked his help in an audacious plot. He 
called in a Nationalist Chinese Coast 
Guard commander, one Wong, and 
said, “Give Mr. Tofte what he wants.” 

Soon a flotilla of nationalist gunboats 

— A1 Cox and other CIA agents aboard 

— moved out to sea and, guided by U.S. 
Navy communications, intercepted the 
freighter just north of Formosa. The 
Americans remained below decks during 
what Tofte termed a “fairly discreet 
piracy under CIA supervision.” Chinese 
boarding parties took command of the 
freighter, held the Norwegian crewmen 
incommunicado and systematically 
transferred its cargo to their own ships. 
Tofte let the Chinese have the medical 
supplies as a prize of war; the nurses, 
doctors and other medical personnel 
were never heard of again, and he does 
not speculate as to their fate. Now emp¬ 
ty, the freighter and its crew were per¬ 
mitted to resume their voyage, knowing 
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only they had been looted by Asian pi¬ 
rates on the high seas. TP-Stole was a 
success. 

To Tofte, the “operation justified the 
entire CIA budget for the next three to 
five years. By delaying the enemy’s 
spring offensive for three months, it 
saved probably 75,000 American lives, 
for when the Chinese came, Gen. Mat¬ 
thew Ridgway had had time to organize 
his artillery positions. The Chinese were 
mowed down by the thousands when 
they launched their attack.” 

Tofte returned the $1 million. “I 
didn’t need a penny of it; Chiang Kai- 
shek did everything.” Years later he 
happened to be dining at the India Club, 
a private luncheon establishment for 
shipping executives in Manhattan. Two 
maritime lawyers were discussing a claim 
involving a mysterious episode in the Far 
East. As they talked, Tofte realized the 
ship involved was the one he had pirated 
in 1951. He suppressed a smile and re¬ 
mained silent. 

The exploits of Hans Tofte in Asia, 
and of other agents elsewhere in the 
world, brought a new respect for the 
CIA to Washington. Thus the Korean 
War marked the agency’s growth into 
one of the more powerful units of Amer¬ 
ican government. Raw figures suggest 
the magnitude of the CIA’s surge in 
three years. In 1949 the agency’s Office 
of Policy Coordination (OPC), the 
cover name for covert activities, had 
total personnel of 302, a budget of $4.7 
million and seven foreign stations. By 
1952 OPC had grown to a strength of 
2,812 direct employees plus an addi¬ 
tional 3,142 “overseas contract person¬ 
nel” — a catchall category that included 
both deep cover agents and flunkies — a 
budget of $82 million and 47 stations. 

Another factor contributing to the 
CIA’s growth was the domineering pres¬ 
ence of Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, a man 
willing to wield authority. The stunning 
success of the Chinese intervention gave 
Smith the opportunity to bring even 
MacArthur into grudging acceptance of 
the CIA’s role in the national security 
establishment. With President Truman’s 
blessing. Smith visited MacArthur in 
January 1951. What transpired between 
them remains a secret. But MacArthur 
thereafter did not interfere with CIA ac¬ 
tivities in his theater. 

From Korea by Joseph C. Goulden. 
Copyright © 1982 by Joseph C. Goul¬ 
den. Reprinted by permission of Times 
Books."% 
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GLUBB PASHA 

Continued from page 31 
would overrun the Arab portions of 
Palestine, King Abdullah ordered 
Glubb to occupy them defensively, and 
when the British finally withdrew, the 
Legion crossed the border in force. 

Among other problems facing the 
Legion was an acute ammunition 
shortage, because the British depot in 
Palestine had always supplied them 
and large stockpiles hadn’t been 
thought necessary. The British did try 
to turn as much ammunition as possi¬ 
ble over to the Arab Legion, which they 
considered the only stabilizing in¬ 
fluence in the area. Ironically, a ship¬ 
load of artillery and mortar ammuni¬ 
tion intended for the Legion was seized 
by Transjordan’s “ally,” Egypt, which 
quickly lost the ammunition to the 
Israelis when the fighting started. 
Later, the Israelis fired it at the Legion. 

As war became inevitable, Glubb 
was offered command of all Arab ar¬ 
mies, but he turned this offer down, 
realizing it was made more in hopes of 
having an English scapegoat if the war 
were lost than in appreciation of his 
ability to command. Because of this 
decision, and a few strategic with¬ 
drawals during the fighting, Glubb was 
stigmatized by the Arab press as “pro- 
Jewish,” despite the fact that Glubb’s 
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2,000 soldiers — representing the 
smallest Arab state involved in the 
1948 war — did a large part of the 
fighting. Glubb was also one of the few 
westerners who objectively reported at¬ 
rocities committed by Irgun terror 
squads, organized by Menachem Be¬ 
gin, future Israeli prime minister. 

Despite misgivings about his allies 
and his desire to avoid war, Glubb sent 
the Legion into Palestine where it 
fought heroically. Facing overwhelm¬ 
ing odds, the Arab Legion did not suffer 
a single defeat. Though greatly out¬ 
numbered, the Legion finally broke into 
the besieged portion of Jerusalem and 
saved the Moslem holy places — a re¬ 
markable accomplishment when one 
considers that most of the legionnaires 
had never seen a city and were not 
trained or equipped for street fighting, 
while many of their opponents had 
served with Western armies during 
World War II. 

Perhaps the Arab Legion’s most he¬ 
roic action during the war came at Lat¬ 
run, a key blocking position on the 
road to Jerusalem, If Latrun fell, the 
Arab portions of Jerusalem could not 
be held, and once Jerusalem was under 
Israeli control, all of Arab Palestine 
could be overrun. The Israeli army, 
spearheaded by the Palmach, its elite 
assault unit, launched attack after 
costly attack against Latrun. Each was 
repulsed with huge Israeli losses, and 
when a cease-fire was finally called, the 
Arab Legion still held Latrun. 

Due to the UN’s inability to enforce 
the cease-fire, hostilities soon re¬ 
sumed. The Israeli Army’s full strength 
was thrown against the Arab Legion 
since Tel Aviv recognized the Legion 
was its only true threat. Except for 
minor, strategic withdrawals to more 
defensible positions, the Legion con¬ 
tinued to hold over its entire front and 
successfully defend all key positions. 
Eventually, all other Arab armies, led 
by Egypt — the most vociferous and 
bellicose in the press — withdrew from 
the war, leaving slightly more than 
11,000 Arab legionnaires facing an 
Israeli army of 120,000. 

When the final truce was arranged, 
the other Arab countries, particularly 
Egypt, needed a scapegoat. Jealous of 
its successes, they began a propagan¬ 
da campaign against Glubb’s Legion. 
One result was a series of assassination 
attempts against Glubb by Palestinians 
who believed he had sold them out to 
the Israelis — doubly ironic since only 
Glubb and his men had kept Palestine 
from Israeli control; but since the 
Legion fought instead of talked, this 
fact went unnoticed. 

When the UN declared an arms em¬ 
bargo against countries involved in the 
1948 fighting, Britain ordered all offi¬ 
cers seconded from the British army to 
the Arab Legion to stop fighting. This 
order forced all British officers except 
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Glubb and his top subordinate, N.O. 
Lash, to leave their commands during 
the fighting. 

Arab leaders justly resented this 
order, and Glubb and Lash, who stood 
loyally by their men, received the lion’s 
share of the resentment, which came 
not from within the Legion, but from 
without. In the long run there were 
even some positive results of the 
withdrawals, since subordinate Arab 
officers gained combat experience in 
important command positions. 

When peace finally came in 1949, it 
proved an uneasy one. Transjordan 
adopted the name Jordan and 500,000 
Palestinian refugees, thereby tripling 
its population and its problems. From 
the beginning, Palestinians infiltrating 
into Israel from Jordan and other sur¬ 
rounding countries proved a problem. 
The incursions began as visits to 
relatives or attempts to salvage per¬ 
sonal property, but as hatred was 
fomented against Israel by Egyptian 
agitators backed by Saudi money, the 
Palestinian terrorist raids started. 

Israel’s retaliation policy also stems 
from that period. Jordan, the country 
with the most Palestinians, was the 
primary object of Israeli vengeance. In 
many cases, Israeli retaliatory raids 
were against Jordanian villages whose 
residents had nothing whatsoever to do 
with the Palestinian terrorists, thus 
creating more hatred of Israel. 

To protect his adopted country from 
reprisals, Glubb established a Legion 
border patrol to prevent infiltration into 
Israel and to stop Israeli units from 
entering Jordan. The long border and 
lack of manpower, however, rendered 
this impossible. To aid the overtaxed 
Legion, Glubb established training 
cadres to teach local volunteers the 
rudiments of weapons usage and tac¬ 
tics. With regular Legion officers and 
NCOs assigned as advisers, this Na¬ 
tional Guard assumed much of the re¬ 
sponsibility for border and village pro¬ 
tection. Promising members of the 
Guard were also accepted into the 
Arab Legion. 

Realizing the Arab Legion was going 
to be dealing with unrest for an in¬ 
definite period, Glubb undertook its 
reorganization. He said, “In discipline, 
drill, tactics and weapon training we 
aimed at the same standard as the 
Brigade of Guards.” After his long time 
second-in-command, Lash Bey, re¬ 
tired, Glubb was joined by Brig. Sam 
Cooke, who helped reorganize and 
train the Legion. Cooke was amazed 
that despite its combat losses and the 
attacks on Glubb and the Legion in the 
Arab press, the enlistment waiting list 
was longer than ever and esprit de 
corps and standard of excellence were 
above reproach. 

The Arab Legion was also one of the 
most democratic military units in the 
world. Racial distinctions were nonex- 
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Rt. 1, Box 22B Dept. 3 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


RLI 


ELITE COMMANDO T-SHIRTS 
AS AWARDED TO THE FAMED 
RHODESIAN LIGHT INFANTRY 



Hanes 50/50Quality Silkscreen. 
Specify size and design. 

$9.25ea. All four for $35.00 
Catalog of Militaria: $1, Cal. 
res. 6'/s % tax; all orders add 
$2 s. &h. Soon: BSAP, PATU, 
Selous Scouts, RLI IBn. 

irder from: 

ONAGER 


2022 Taraval, #6400 S2 

SF, CA 94116 USA 

or call: (415) 564-0261 (M-F, 9-12) 




RANGER 
BUSH 
HAT 


S-| -| 95 ppd 


Developed for the military in the Vietnam war, the Ranger 
Bush Hat in popular camouflage pattern is an excellent 
hat for hunters, campers or hikers. SOtf nylon/50 cot¬ 
ton. Four wire mesh ventilators in crown, plus a wide 
nylon webbed band with loops for adding natural 
camouflage. Floppy brim, 3” wide. Adjustable nylon chin 
strap. Hand washable. Available in sizes Small (7), 
Medium (7V4), Large (7V 2 ), and X-Large (7%). We honor 
VISA and MasterCard. Moneyback Guarantee. 

Dept. J-53 

P.O. Box 1500, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 



INTERSERVICE 

JOURNAL 


This is your chance to begin regularly 
receiving a professional military and police 
journal winning critical acclaim all over the 
world. Each issue incorporates full-length 
material treating special warfare, urban 
counterinsurgency, paramilitary operations 
and the intelligence profession. If pur¬ 
chased separately, these detailed technical 
papers would cost you many times more 
than the nominal subscription price. 

We don't want to mislead you. Interservice 
Jour^a/ is not a magazine and is not for the 
average reader. Each issue is literally a book 
in itself, and subscribing to IJ is like getting 
four books each year for one low price. IJ is 
a serious quarterly published for the practis¬ 
ing professional and offers stimulating, 
time-proven information on a wide variety of 
special subjects. Isn't it about time you 
improved your reading? Turn your book¬ 
shelf into a private research library. Place 
your subscription to Interservice Journal 
today. 

IN RECENT ISSUES: 

‘Technical Aspects of Clandestine Arms 
Production and Arms Smuggling. 
‘Guerrilla Border Sanctuaries and Coun¬ 
terinsurgent Warfare. 

•Night Raids: A Soviet Guide. 

*A Study of Secret Writing 

‘Two Lectures on Special Operations. 

*An American Foreign Legion. 
‘International Terrorism: The Soviet Con¬ 
nection. 

IN FORTHCOMING ISSUES: 

*A Model Internal Security Unit. 

‘Colonial Police Operations. 

*The Fairbairn Papers. 

•Paramilitary Studies. 

'Counterintelligence Operations. 

'Cordon and Search. 

‘Fundamentals of Concealment. 

•Urban Hides and the Art of Surveillance. 
*The Sniping Seminar. 

Plus an unusual range of exclusive special 
features, reading lists, reviews and an¬ 
nouncements. 

HOW TO ORDER: A one-year subscription 
to IJ costs just $34.95. We pay all postage 
and handling, send IJ in a sealed envelope, 
and unconditionally guarantee your com¬ 
plete satisfaction. To enter a one-year sub¬ 
scription, just check the appropriate box on 
the order blank below and enclose your 
check or money order. Or why not use your 
Visa or MasterCard and call our convenient 
foil-free. 24-hour order number? 

800-227-1617 Ext. 156 
In California Call 800-772-3545 

Back Issues: Back issues are kept in stock at 
$8.75 each plus $2.50 posfageand handling. 
Reprints of certain articles are also available 
in bulk for use in training programs or tech¬ 
nical seminars. Write to us explaining what 
you need and we'll be happy to assist, 


Name_ 

Address _ _ . 

City, State, Zip__ 

INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
INCORPORATED 
Box 5437, San Francisco, CA 94101 
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ARMS, INC. 

(U.S. Patent No. 3808943) 


REDUCE RECOIL& MUZZLE JUMP 


Insist on the Original Mag-Na-Porf 0 Process 

Contact Your Dealer or Write: 

30016South River Rd. • Mt.Clemens, MI48045 
or Call: (313) 469-6727 
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NEW... same 
design on an O.Dl 
t-shirt...add $1.00 
per shirt extra | 

I 

-VIETNAM VETERANS- 

t ' 

•At last...This is the T-SHIRT you’ve been waiting for! Your VSM 
design handsomely silk-screened on a fine quality cotton/polyester 
t-shirt. Contrasting black artwork on heather gray looks superb. 

If your club or VN vet organization needs a t-shirt this is it! Only 
S8.95 each, plus $1.50 P&N per order. Include size: S,M,L,XL 
■BASEBALL CAPS in black with matching design look great alone or 
with the gray RVN t-shirt. Only 57.95 each, plus 51.50 P&H 
per order. Adjustable one size fits ail. 

•VINYL STICKERS with same design only $2.00 each, plus 50c P&H 
per order. BfWsize is ideal for cars, cycles, helmets, guns, etc! 

^ COLE, Box 663 Olathe, KS 66061 yfa 



LEGIONNAIRES 

SURVIVAL 

BOOT 

KNIFE 

ONLY 

s-|2 95 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 

K-99A 


Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fullv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-5-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 
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DEVASTATING 

... assault shotguns from R&R! 


Brand New! Bio-engineered, structural nylon 870 forearms. 

These forearms have retaining schnabels on the front and back, a 
palm swell and a specially textured surface. These features add up 
to an absolutely nonslip grip. Available in non-reflective black. 
$16.95 ppd. 

Brand New! Structural nylon assault stock for 870/1100 
shotguns. Our new shotgun stock does offer as close to a 
straight-line design as possible, while allowing the comfortable use 
of standard sights. It is beefier and more rugged than any other stock 
available, is designed to accept standard recoil reducers, and fits the 
standard brackets found on all police cruisers. The grip angle is 
engineered for dead-on portability, and the material is a derivative 
of the indestructible, structural nylon as used on the FI -A2. Available 
in non-reflective black. $54.95 ppd. 

4:1 Deverter for 12 gauge shotguns. This deverter alters the 
pattern of your shotgun to a fan shape with a horizontal spread 4 
times wider than normal, It is made from heat-treated 4140 and must 
be silver soldered to your barrel. $30.00 + $1.50 for shipping, (Send 
your barrel and $48.50 and we will mount the deverter and return it to 
you.) 

Muzzle Brake/Flash Hlder for 12 gauge shotguns. These units 
reduce 50% of muzzle climb and 85% of muzzteflash. It also reduces 
felt recoil. $30.00 ppd. (This muzzle brake must be silver soldered to 
your barrel or send your barrel and $48.50 and we will mount the 
muzzle brake and return it to you.) 

Send For Our New Catalog! Send $5.00 (refundable 
with order) for our new catalog of combat weaponry 
and related accessories. 


411 Main Street/Jefferson, South Dakota 57038/605-966-5382 Dept XN 


istent. The senior officer present, 
whether British or Arab, was in com¬ 
mand, and the British saluted senior 
Arab officers without hesitation. De¬ 
spite the Legion’s growth, Glubb re¬ 
mained a father to his men. He started 
schools for his soldiers’ children where 
honor and loyalty to king and country 
were taught instead of the political 
rhetoric rampant in other Jordanian 
schools. Eventually, most officers, 
NCOs and technical personnel within 
the Legion came from these schools. 

Glubb was also the only military 
leader in any Arab country who be¬ 
lieved in telling his troops the truth. He 
constantly visited his men at their 
messes where he told them exactly 
what the military situation was — good 
or bad — and they loved him for it. 

During 1950 and 1951, more than 
half of the Legion remained deployed 
along the Israeli border, and its con¬ 
stant threat to Tel Aviv may have been 
the only thing preventing Israel from 
invading other Arab countries. Yet at¬ 
tacks on Glubb and the Legion, by 
those very nations which depended on 
them, continued. 

In 1951, Glubb’s friend and ruler, 
King Abdullah, was assassinated. Until 
his son Tellal could return from Swit¬ 
zerland where he was undergoing men¬ 
tal treatment, Glubb and the Legion 
kept order in the country. In July 1952, 
Tellal’s aberrations caused his removal 
from the throne, and he was succeeded 
by his 17-year-old son, Hussein, who is 
still the monarch. 

From the beginning, Hussein lacked 
affinity with Glubb. Many of their prob¬ 
lems may be traced to the 38 years’ dif¬ 
ference in their ages. In addition, 
young Hussein, fresh from a crash 
course at Sandhurst, probably felt 
more qualified than Glubb to deter¬ 
mine military policy. Also, many of 
Hussein’s associates came from a 
small clique of Arab Legion officers 
who were dissatisfied with Glubb’s pro¬ 
motion policies. These officers, city- 
bred university graduates, felt that pro¬ 
motion in the Legion should be based 
on education and family. 

Glubb, on the other hand, had estab¬ 
lished a promotion system based on 
military merit and experience. This 
allowed the desert Bedouin, who had 
always been the Legion’s backbone, an 
equal chance at promotion. Though 
experience had proven that most effec¬ 
tive Legion officers had risen through 
the ranks — usually from the Desert 
Patrol — Hussein was convinced that 
his friends deserved promotion over 
self-educated Legion veterans. 

Another source of conflict was a 
rumor that the English, in the persons 
of Glubb and other Anglo officers, and 
not King Hussein, controlled the army. 
Though Glubb never disobeyed his 
commander in chief, Hussein was 
young enough to have his pride hurt by 
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these accusations. Glubb recognized 
that the Arab Legion should be com¬ 
manded by Arab officers eventually, 
and had arranged to send two Arab of¬ 
ficers to the British Staff College each 
year. Glubb hoped to phase out all 
British officers by 1965, at which time 
he would retire and hand over com¬ 
mand to a Jordanian. 

Relations between Glubb and Hus¬ 
sein remained civil though not as cor¬ 
dial as his relationships with previous 
monarchs. There was never, however, 
any doubt of Glubb’s loyalty to the 
king. In 1954, riots instigated by 
Palestinians broke out on the day of 
parliamentary elections and, for the 
first time, troops of the Arab Legion 
were forced to fire on a crowd. 

During the next two years, as unrest 
grew among Palestinian refugees, the 
Legion was frequently called upon to 
promote internal security. These ac¬ 
tions added fuel to the criticisms of 
Glubb in the Arab press. 

Finally, on 1 March 1956, Hussein, 
giving in to pressure from his young ad¬ 
visers, the Arab press and radical 
politicians, dismissed Glubb. As a 
reward for more than a quarter of a 
century’s loyal service, Glubb was 
ordered to leave the country the next 
day. Despite this treatment, Glubb 
kept the Legion from acting on his 
behalf against the king. 

All other English officers and many 
veteran Arab officers were also re¬ 
moved. Their loss severely undermined 
the Legion’s morale and placed it at a 
great disadvantage in subsequent fight¬ 
ing against Israel. 

With Glubb’s departure, the Arab Le¬ 
gion ceased to exist in its old form, 
though enough traditions remained to 
make the Jordanian army one of the 
best in the Middle East. Shortly after 
Glubb left, many of the politicians and 
officers who had clamored for his 
removal tried to overthrow Hussein, 
but Glubb had taught his men the 
meaning of loyalty. The Legion sup¬ 
ported Hussein, and the attempt failed. 

Glubb’s dismissal marked the end of 
the great era of British soldiers of for¬ 
tune like Clive, Gordon and Lawrence, 
who led non-English troops through 
force of character and empathy, cou¬ 
pled with martial prowess. Though 
Glubb retired to England, his heart re¬ 
mained in the desert. A legacy of 
honor, loyalty and courage remained 
there as well, Glubb’s gift to his 
Bedouin brothers.^ 


FREE 

AFGHANISTAN 
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Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 
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Competition Ammo Blocks 

Create a customized loading plate 
with ammo blocks. 

Five blocks fastened 
to board make a v ■ 

30-hole tray 
for only $3.95. 

3 models for Speedloaders 
10-A, DSA, 547, 586-A, PYA. M-3A. and 27-A 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver— . v 

• SMITH & WESSON 

.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 
.38, .357, .44 Special 


See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

132 Fifth, Dayton, Ky. 41074 


K-88 FOREWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 



* 


As favorably evaluated in SOF 
October, 1979. p. 52 

PRICE: $398.00 
complete with mini-pod case, 
erecting prism and 46x eyepiece— 

(Other eyepieces and photo 
accessories available—see our 
Catalog). 

Weight: 4 lb. 

SEND S2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 

Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, 
or MasterCard or Visa number 
(and expiration date) to: 

RMS, INC. 

3093 Walnut 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 
Phone (303) 442-6805 



Make Money 
at Home in Spare 

"No Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 


pare Time # 

i 


BE A“GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it mes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop, 
^sporting goods store, discount 
: bouse. Manage shooting club 

JMW or ran s e - s * art your own 

Yl'gBrSlii business—sell or repair guns. 







• BE YDl/fi OW.V BUM EXPERT We show 
f0* c I you how to buy and sell guns...cus- 
kvjtltfc* y tomize. repair and accurize them...fit 
and finish stocks. Learn all about bal¬ 
listics.. .black powder...how to 
import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart included 
in your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-800-228-2028 /|? P T , i 4 o 6 ooo 

{Except in Nebraska call (402) 571-4&M/Eitl46 
CALL ANYTIME—Operators to lake your calfZf Hours a day, 

7 days a week. No cost. No obligation. No salesman will call. 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAYJ " 

North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS033 

4400 Campus Drive. Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO 
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TALK MERC 


‘Teardrop 



” Forward Assist 
Parts Set 

95 


( + 51.43 UPS shipping) 
•Brand New - Made to G.l. Specifications 
*4140 Steel, Heat-treated, Parkerized, Pre- 
assembled 

•Made in USA - THE BEST! _ 

LARGE STOCK OF M-16 AND AR-15 PARTS. 
FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER OR SEND 2-20 c 
STAMPS FOR A COPY. _ 

“Doesn’t YOUR M-16/AR-15 
DESERVE our Grip?” 



Stou/au/ay 
< ~Pi2tod Quip’ 
iu , s 9 95 

FEATURES: f + S1 - 43 UPS shipping} 

'Installs in Seconds 

'Easy Access Storage for repair parts, sight 
tools, cleaning gear, etc. 

'Unbreakable Nylon Construction 
'Lifetime Warranty 
'Failsafe Latch 

‘Fits any AR-15/M-16, Shorty, also Bush- 
master, Etc. 

'Immediate Same Day Shipment 


“Instant Modification Series” 
Assault Rifle Handguards for 
the M-16/AR-15 Rifle 


INSTALLS IN SECONDS - 

ND TOOLS NEEDED! 



Give your rifle 
our “M-16 A2” type 
Assault Rifle Handguards • 

YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE IMPROVEMENT! 

'Install in just seconds! 

'Mates to your rifle’s triangular handguard 
cap, so no tools, etc. required. 

'Complete with protective heatshietds/hand- 
guard liners, installed. 

'Black color matches original. 

'Tremendous improvement in fit, feel, and 
durability over old guards. 

* Fits any Full Length AR-15 or M-16 


LONE STAR ORDNANCE 

Specialists in U.S. Military Ordnance 
and Small Arms 

Order Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 29404, San Antonio, Tx 78229 
512/681-9280 


Order today by phone or mail. 
Also C.O.D. orders or VISA & 
Mastercard. Texans include 
sales tax. Large stock of M- 
16/AR-15 parts, free catalog 
with order. 



Continued from page 33 


Almost anything goes except using the 
full, correct, official name of the 
weapon. Thus you can correctly say, “I 
had my iron on the dude,” while “I 
covered the guy with my Hammerli 
Model 230 Rapid-Fire Pistol” will get 
you laughed out of the house. 

THE ENEMY: dinks, slopes, gooks, 
chicoms, terrs, Charleys, krauts, the op¬ 
posing force. (Virtually any racial, 
ethnic or cultural epithet is acceptable 
when discussing THE ENEMY as long 
as your listener knows you’re talking 
about THE ENEMY. For example, you 
could probably get away with mention¬ 
ing that you had to waste a slope in 
’Nam during a conversation with a 
Japanese martial arts expert, but it 
would be unwholesome to refer to his 
mother as a slope. Get the picture?) 
PERSONAL EQUIPMENT: Rucksack, 
ruck, web gear, LBE, kit. 

WALK: hump, boogie, beat the 
boonies. 

ENEMY TERRITORY or COMBAT 
ZONE: injun country, the sharp end, 
Marlboro Country, the AO, Disneyland. 


Retail Price 

$52.15 



IDEAL FOR 

1. ) HANDGUN TRAINING 

2. ) SURVIVAL 

3. ) POLICE USE 

4. ) ACCURACY TESTING 


ABSOLUTELY NO MODIFICATIONS OR ATTACHMENTS NECESSARY 



Shoot Your Handgun with Bench-Rest Accuracy 


Convert your handgun into a precision shooting 
firearm with the new lightweight Steady Arm. 
Disassembled the Steady Arm fits conveniently 
beneath the seat of your car or in a back pack 
and reassembles with handgun in place, ready 
to fire in 5 to 7 seconds. 

The Steady Arm is designed to obtain maximum 
triangulation between shoulder, elbow, and 
handgun resulting in stability of sighting second 
only to a bench rest and you’ll group shots with 
your handgun just like a rifle. 


Fits most large frame, double action revolvers or 
automatics. 

Ask your local sporting goods dealer for a 

demonstration or write directly to 

FREEDOM ARMS 

P.O. Box 1776 

Freedom, Wyoming 83120 

307-883-2468 
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SUCCESSFUL OPERATION: good 
show, sanitary. 

AMBUSH: bush. 

Now, to put this all together in a 
specimen war story (short version): 
“There we were, humpin' our rucks 
through the boonies when we saw six 
dinks boogyin’ down this trail. So we 
bushed ’em. The point man hosed the 
first one with his 16 and I dusted the rest 
off with my 60. I mean, we were right 
there in injun country when we did this 
but we got out with no sweat, real 
sanitary.” 

It should be noted that all war stories 
begin “There we were ...” just like all 
fairy stories begin “Once upon a time 
....” There are a lot more similarities 
than differences between war stories and 
fairy stories. 

Now we come to an unpleasant sub¬ 
ject: vulgarity, obscenity and general 
garbage-mouth vocabulary. Almost ev¬ 
erybody who is over 10 years of age and 
doesn’t live in a cave knows all of the 
words. Many people, however, do not 
realize what a live and vibrant part of the 
military vocabulary cursing is, especially 
THE WORD. THE WORD, of course, 
is “fuck,” which will be cited only once 
and hereafter replaced by WORD as ap¬ 
propriate (this is a family-oriented 
magazine). It is enough to say that THE 
WORD is the cornerstone of most mili¬ 
tary conversation below Corps level. 

I once had a sergeant of whom we 
used to say that if THE WORD did not 
exist, he wouldn’t have had a thing to 
say. His finest moment came one after¬ 
noon when, surveying a malfunctioning 
machine gun he said, “WORD! The 
WORDING WORDER’S WORDING- 
well WORDED!” 

An admiring hush fell over the as¬ 
sembled troops, let me tell you. Such 
poetry is not something for the amateur 
to try. 

Bear in mind that you are only striving 
for enough vulgarity to be plausible and 
not enough to strip the paint off a four- 
poster bed at 20 paces, and you’ll be just 
about right. Practice, preferably alone. 

A word here about times and places to 
talk mere. Clearly you would not want 
to burst into fluent mere around people 
who have known you all your life and 
know that you’ve never been off the 
block. The same holds true for women 
whom you’ve dated more than once. 

Your best bet is to start hanging out in 
bars where you are unknown and with 
people you’ve never met. It’ll be a little 
lonely at first, but that’s the life of a 
mercenary for you. After a while, if 
you’re handling it right, you’ll have a 
whole pack of new friends who stand in 
awe of you. 

On the other hand, if your business or 
vacation should happen to carry you 
away from your home grounds for a 
month or so, you can start talking mere 
when you return if you keep it low-key. 
How would they know where you ac- 
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MilArm Co Ltd 

10922-97 St., Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T5H 2M5 

Paladin, Desert, DBI, Choate 
Assault Systems, Feather, Valor, 

S & K, B-Square, B.M.F., Falcon, 
Mac 10 & 11, Combat Equipment 
Sales, H & K, Colt, Ruger, FN, 
Survival Food, Nordac, Mountain 
House Foods, Anite, Armament 
Systems, Gerber, Commando Arms, 
Brigade Quartermaster, Defence 
Technology, Leatherwood Charley’s 
Militaria, Wooley Brothers, Navy 
Arms, Lone Star Ordnance, Perry’s 
Ammo sling. Plus Collector Arms 
Large Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 

Mail Order Only 

For convenience, calls accepted 
6 P.M. - 9 P.M. Tues. & Thurs., 
10 A.M.-5 P.M. Sat. 

Ph. (403) 424-5281 



ASSAULT 


SHOTGUNS 

The ultimate in 
dependable firepower! 


The Cylinder&Slide 
Shop offers reliable, 
proven assault 
conversionsof: 


oflTMASy 


For more information, 
send $1. for our complete, 
illustrated price lists 


•Browning •Colt 
• Remington • Weather by 

Authorized warranty repair 
• Colt parts distributor 


CYLINDER A SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
RO. BOX 937 
FREMONT, NEBR. 68025 
Ph: (402)721-4277 

PLEASE! no calls after 12 OOnoonC.S.T. 
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EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 

Large 8% x 11, over 400 photos of more than 

200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 

an easy-to-use well-organized format 

It RANI) NEW 
COMPLETELY 
REVISED AND 
UPRATED 
EDITION 

Features of the 1983 Edition: 

• More than 200 weapons described and 
Illustrated, with dealer listings for all 

• Over 400 photographs and Illustrations of 
the world’s most fascinating hand weapons 
-and Instructions on how to buy them 

• Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional Information 
for all weapons listed 

• Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons listed 


Available again: The book that tells you where 
and how to buy and/or make all sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, survival, clandestine 
operations, and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns • brass knuckles • gravity knives • 
body armor • primitive and stone age wea¬ 
pons • bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tranquilizer guns • oriental weapons • sap 
gloves • lasers • police weapons • night 
vision devices • smoke grenades • switch¬ 
blades • sonic weapons • underwater wea¬ 
pons • sword canes • gatllng guns • alectrlcal 
weapons • and much, much morel 
All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA¬ 
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8% x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 


Loompanlcs Unlimited 
PO Box 1197 PI. Townsend, WA 98368 


SOF 


Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. I enclose $9.95 + $2.00 
shipping & handling for each copy. 

Name _ «_ 

Address___ 

City-_ 

State_ 


_Zip Code 
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Equalizer. 

Eight pounds of protection off the 
road or on the water. Brush gun. 
Plinker with a big 45 caliber plunk. 
The Mark 45 semi-automatic carbine 



is light handling, fires with great 
accuracy, little recoil and 

little noise. Engineered with 
military practicality. 


Free 

Brochure 

Models, grips, 
cases,clips, sights 
and slings. 

GAInc 

P.O. Box 10214-SF 
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tually went? Use your own judgment. 

I would also like to caution you about 
maintaining a sense of proportion. Merc 
is best spoken in small doses. It is more 
effective, say, to habitually use military 
time and habitually refer to the bath¬ 
room as “the latrine” than it is to regale 
people with an endless round of war 
stories. War stories run the risk of get¬ 
ting boring, whereas a small mannerism 
like using military time can be fascina¬ 
ting. The military-time ploy, for in¬ 
stance, can lead a listener to ask, “Were 
you in the Army?” To which you can 
reply, “Well ... sort of ... here and 
there_” And you’re off and running. 

Be shy and evasive. Hollywood has 
done pseudo-mercs a big favor by foster¬ 
ing the belief that Real Veterans Don’t 
Want To Talk About It. My ass, they 
don’t. All the real vets of various wars 


SUPPORT 
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that I know can’t wait to talk about it. 
It’s my personal belief that most guys go 
to war mainly for the stories they can 
tell. But you can live up to the Holly¬ 
wood image and be filled with Silent 
Sorrow if you want to and people will 
not only eat it up, but respect you for it. 
It’s better to keep dropping tantalizing 
tidbits than to heave the whole pizza at 
them. Keep it in mind. 

You should also keep your audience in 
mind. It is acceptable to talk mere 
around women too young to know any 
better, around guys who have never ut¬ 
tered a military word in your hearing 
and around foreign exchange students 
who don’t even speak English. It is not 
OK to speak mere around anybody who 
looks old enough to have been in Viet¬ 
nam, anybody who responds to some 
comment of yours with a pointed ques¬ 
tion (change the subject) and especially 
not around those two guys in the corner 
of the bar: the ones with the deep sun¬ 
tans, short haircuts, lines around their 
eyes and their backs to the wall. 

Otherwise, have fun but remember the 
immortal words of James Coburn in 
some otherwise forgettable flick: “I 
taught you everything you know, but I 
didn’t teach you everything I 
know....” 

So stay out of the bars Vm hustling.^ 


QUALITY... BY DESIGN 



Eagle Industries 


nlimited, Inc. 55 Lincoln St. Louis, MO 63119 314-968-4144 


Vita I Mastercard Accepted. Please Include expiration date & signature. 


Quality, innovation, durability, and design aren’t 
just words at EAGLE INDUSTRIES—they are a way 
of producing tried and proven nylon products for 
professionals. Our nine years of manufacturing 
experience are put into every product we sell, like 
holsters, gear bags, rifle cases, mag pouch¬ 
es, slings, and our new PRO SHOOTERS 
BAG. Our designs begin with the best 
materials-closed cell foam padding that 
won't become water soaked, welded 
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access. Whatever your needs we 
can deliver. Call or write for our 
new catalog at $1.00 which is 
refundable with your first 
order Also ask about our 
custom design shop for 
contract orders. Dealer 
and police inquiries are 
invited 
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DUSTOFF! 

Continued from page 37 

another chance to live. Seebeth would 
do anything to save another human. 

Days later, Seebeth was taken by heli¬ 
copter to Da Nang Air Force Base for 
evacuation. The crew that flew him over 
told us that as they took his litter from 
our ship to the waiting ambulance, See¬ 
beth raised two fingers to form a “V” 
and then he raised his other hand. In it 
he waved our unit patch — a patch that 
exhorted “Strive To Save Lives.” 

They said he was smiling through the 
blankets and tubes. The two pilots had 
to look away; they were all crying, See¬ 
beth included. Even in combat there is 
time for love to grow, and we all loved 
Seebeth for what he was — the best med¬ 
ic we’d ever seen. 

He had lost his larynx but not his 
spirit. He always gave more of himself 
than was required. He kept going be¬ 
cause he believed that human life was 
the most important thing. I’ll always re¬ 
member those words before every ap¬ 
proach, “God go with us.” 

Seebeth left his mark on the thou¬ 
sands he treated but he knew and re¬ 
spected the inevitability of death. He 
took his wounds the same way: fighting, 
but humble. His memory will always be 
with me — watered by tears and warmed 
by the smiles of yesterday. His words so 
long ago were prophetic — the memory 
of John Seebeth, of his courage and 
humanity, will never leave me alone. 

Nearly 14 years have passed since 
then. The world has changed dramatic¬ 
ally, but the memories of this special 
medic still touch me because he typified 
the humanity that often is overshadowed 
by the inherent brutality of any war. 
Seebeth was wounded in August 1969. 
This 21-year-old is now 34. He saved my 
life that day; the burst of machine-gun 
fire would have hit me if he hadn't been 
sitting between me and the NVA. I have 
only one photo of John Seebeth. It 
doesn't do him justice , but then nothing 
does. Strangely enough, it shows the ex¬ 
act position I saw him in when he was 
hit, because he was sitting facing toward 
the rear, with his back against the other 
pilot's armored seat. 

For 12 years, I wrote letters to VA 
hospitals and to fellow pilots, trying to 
find out where Seebeth was and how he 
was doing. Finally, I was told that the 
VA computer system could assist me if I 
wrote down his name, rank, serial num¬ 
ber, and where and when he was 
wounded. I sent a letter with my address 
and phone number in the summer of 
1981. The VA forwarded it to his last 
known address. 

That fall, the phone rang. My wife 
answered. She said to me, “ It's for you. 
It's some guy with a very hoarse voice. I 

Continued on page 82 
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can hardly understand him. ” 

“Hello,” I said. 

“Bob?” 

“Yes. ” 

“This is John.” 

“John who?” I asked. 

“John Seebeth. ” 

He's now living in Seattle, Wash., and 
we talked for 30 minutes, reliving that 
near-tragic day and the past 12 years. 
He's had 10 or 12 throat operations. 
Science and surgery have allowed him to 
speak again, but not in that rapid, high- 
pitched voice we knew. An alien sound 
has replaced the laughter he gave so free¬ 
ly, but he's alive and well. 

On 3 October 1982, I flew to Seattle to 
visit John. We met at the Seattle/Taco¬ 
ma, Wash., airport. KOMO-TV and 
radio from Seattle were also on hand to 
cover the story for their 6 and 10 p.m. 
news programs. But 1 wasn't thinking 
about the surrounding cameras, lights or 
microphones as I walked from the air¬ 
craft and embraced this special medic 
and friend after so many years. All I 
could think of was that we were sur¬ 
vivors — we'd helped each other to 
make it back alive. 

We shared some tears, laughter and 
many reminiscences during the next few 
days. John's positive outlook on life and 
living, despite the pain and suffering 
he'd undergone with his 100-percent dis¬ 
ability from the war, overshadowed ev¬ 
erything else, as always. 

When it was time to say goodbye 
again, John placed his finger over an 
opening in the plastic device that fits in¬ 
to the HA-inch by 3 A-inch hole in his 
throat. This device lets air pass through 
his mouth so that he can speak. 

“Thanks for coming, Bob, ” he said. 
“It has really meant a lot to me. ” Our 
eyes misted as we embraced for the final 
time. My gaze went past him to a poster 
on his bedroom door. It said: 

“Some men see things as they are and 
say, why? 

I dream things that never were and 
say, why not?” 

—Robert Kennedy 

Somehow, no other statement seems 
so appropriate in John Seebeth's worlds 
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of Special Forces one should imagine 
units operating hundreds of miles in the 
enemy rear over a period of months, 
even years, in the midst of a friendly in¬ 
digenous force. The Special Forces 
soldier is a tough teacher whose function 
is training and leading non-U.S. ir¬ 
regular forces deep in the enemy rear. 

Ranger forces are characterized by the 
execution of missions which are short 
and violent. The ambush, raid or 
prisoner snatch, operations requiring 
daring and superb combat skills, are the 
hallmark of Ranger action. They are 
normally conducted no deeper in the 
enemy rear than tactical headquarters. 
They get in, do the job and get out. 

The reconnaissance team doing the 
LRRP mission normally avoids direct 
engagement with the enemy. Recon¬ 
naissance men typically provide combat 
intelligence to higher headquarters to be 
acted upon by others. New capabilities, 
however, provide new opportunities to 
the reconnaissance man, allowing him to 
direct and control the destruction of tar¬ 
gets he has acquired. Rapid technologi¬ 
cal advances in defensive weapons, par¬ 
ticularly precision-guided weapons, 
might allow observers behind the 
enemy’s lines to broaden the defender’s 
actions. These include not only the point 
of the enemy’s attack, but also his com¬ 
mand posts, assembly areas, artillery, 
ammunition supply points, reserves, nu¬ 
clear delivery means and radar locations. 

Force could be brought to bear by 
reconnaissance teams effectively acting 
in a manner similar to those of an ad¬ 
vanced or “jump” command post. The 
team’s control headquarters must sort 
out the LRRP’s priorities on a mission 
basis. The team can perform either the 
intelligence function or play a role in the 
destruction of key targets. However, in¬ 
volvement in target destruction — nor¬ 
mally by air or indirect fire weapons — 
increases the probability of a team’s 
detection by the enemy. 

Either the enemy intercepts electronic 
emissions, fixes the team’s location and 
attempts to destroy it, or the enemy 
deduces the presence of a U.S. recon¬ 
naissance team by the precision of cer¬ 
tain U.S. combat actions. Risking the 
team’s survival is a function of the 
priority of the target to be destroyed and 
the difficulty of infiltrating teams into 
the lucrative target area. 

One anticipates that, in a European 
war, the most likely means of position¬ 
ing reconnaissance teams in the enemy 
rear would be by the stay-behind tech¬ 
nique — that is, the team remains in 
concealment as the attacker advances 
until the team is in the enemy rear. In a 
confused battle environment, it is also 
possible to infiltrate teams by land, sea 
or air. When this can be done, teams can 
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be used to direct target destruction. 
When infiltration is particularly hazar¬ 
dous, the valuable assets in place are 
best used for the lower risk mission of 
gathering and reporting intelligence. 

It should be obvious that enlightened 
use of LRRPs requires training and ex¬ 
perience by the staff officers at the con¬ 
trol headquarters, as well as the training 
of the teams. Staff knowledge of the 
LRRP’s capabilities and limitations in a 
specific area of operation earns the trust 
and confidence of the reconnaissance 
men in those responsible for' defining 
missions. This relationship does not 
develop among strangers; it requires 
close cooperation over time, preferably 
in time of peace. 

Clearly, the reconnaissance mission 
will be extremely hazardous on a 
sophisticated European battlefield. It 
will be less hazardous for teams which 
have trained together in the anticipated 
battle area than for improvised teams 
hastily put together or for rifle squads 
without special training. 

The U.S. Army has always had 10 or 
20 soldiers in each company-sized unit 
who prefer operating independently on 
high-risk missions to the often mind- 
numbing routine of most conventional 
units. Of the soldiers inclined to in¬ 
dependence and adventure, some also 
possess the other requisite qualities of 
the good reconnaissance man: the 
courage, determination, self-discipline 
and self-reliance necessary to operate in 
an atmosphere of danger far from the 
flagpole. We should not overlook a sim¬ 
ple truth: Some men thrive on such 
work. 

Such men equipped with radios 
capable of transmitting short-burst 
messages lasting just a few seconds, even 
fractions of a second, can report and, if 
well trained, survive. There is a pro¬ 
found difference between information 
from such a skilled team reporting what 
is being seen in real time and the quality 
of information provided by a machine 
emitting squeals or depicting shadowy 
images. But there is no reason to rely 
upon one or the other when the com¬ 
mander can have both. 

The human source of combat in¬ 
telligence, in addition to providing in¬ 
formation on the enemy to the tactical 
operations center, also assists the 
operator of technical devices and his 
commander by corroborating with 
human senses what is displayed on such 
devices. This enhances the ability of 
headquarters to assess what is yielded by 
acoustical, seismic or screen displays. 

Commanders desperately need ac¬ 
curate, reliable information on enemy 
activity when that enemy is mobile and 
powerful. It is difficult to believe that we 
cannot provide at least one recon¬ 
naissance company to each of the two 
corps commanders in Europe and a pla¬ 
toon of reconnaissance teams to each 
division commander. Europe is the place 
to begin the return of the LRRP.^J 
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BETRAYAL 

Continued from page 21 

By early evening, a haze of blue 
smoke filled the room, and jackets and 
vests had been long discarded. Even Sen. 
Warner had his sleeves rolled up. The 
opposing sides were still deadlocked. 

Then, someone suggested the addition 
of a flag and a statue to the existing wall. 
Suddenly, the group came alive, both 
sides seeing this as a possible solution. 
We agreed to meet again in a few weeks, 
so that opponents of the Maya Ying Lin 
design could review submissions made 
during the original competition that in¬ 
cluded statuary. 

In keeping with the spirit of com¬ 
promise, Tom Carhart, who was sched¬ 
uled to debate the memorial issue with 
Jan Scruggs of the WMF the following 
day on Good Morning America , agreed 
to skip the appearance, and let Scruggs 
announce what had occurred. 

The second meeting filled the Senate 
hearing room. Even Maya Ying Lin was 
there. By this time, the placement of the 
flag and statue had become a central 
issue. The Fund architect, Kent Cooper, 
argued that they should be placed at a 
distance from the wall, so as not to in¬ 
trude on Maya Ying Lin’s original con¬ 
cept. In his view, it was unnecessary to 
“adorn the wall with corny patriotic 
claptrap.” Moreover, he argued a flag is 
a “long stringy object,” which would 
conflict with Lin’s design. 

After yet another round of heated de¬ 
bate, it was decided that the flag should 
be placed at the point of the “V” 
formed by the two walls, and the statue 
out in front. A panel, to be selected, was 
to screen possible statue designs, then 
report back to the larger group. The 
design selected by the larger group was 
then to be publicized, and comments 
from Vietnam veterans solicited. Once 
that was accomplished, Secretary Watt 
would be asked to allow the ground¬ 
breaking to go forward. It seemed as 
though we had won — but we didn’t 
know that WMF had allies at the In¬ 
terior Department as well. 

The following morning we arose to 
the news that Dan Smith, an official 
with the Interior Department’s Park Ser¬ 
vice, had granted WMF a permit to 
break ground on 26 March, just two 
weeks away. Suddenly we found our¬ 
selves faced with the choice of either 
asking Secretary Watt to reverse Smith, 
or to allow the Fund to go ahead, and 
hope for the best. 

Watt had already suffered enough 
adverse publicity from the affair, and 
the media were all too willing to pounce 
on his every slip. It seemed unfair to ask 
him to take more abuse. All we could do 
now was try to get the new elements 
selected quickly. 

A panel (Webb; Art Mosley, a West 
Point graduate; Bill Jane, who worked 
for Action’s Vietnam Veteran Leader- 
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ship Program, and I) was assembled by 
WMF to select a design for approval by 
the Memorial Fund’s board and other 
interested parties. The plan to solicit 
comments from Vietnam veterans had 
apparently been discarded. 

Rick Hart, the highest-ranked sculp¬ 
tor in the original design competition, 
was invited to attend our first meeting. 
Since our charge included the require¬ 
ment that competitors in the original 
selection process be given preference, 
this seemed a logical place to start. Hart 
agreed to get back to us in a few weeks 
with ^ome “clay sketches.” 

What we could not have anticipated 
was Hart’s excited phone call the follow¬ 
ing week. He told us his concept model 
was done. As soon as we saw it, we knew 
we had the answer to the memorial 
dilemma. 

Hart had captured the essence of what 
the memorial should say. He told us the 
image struck him almost as soon as he 
returned to his studio, and that he had 
worked ceaselessly over the weekend, 
the model almost sculpting itself. All 
that remained was to agree on proper 
placement of his sculpture. 

Almost at once, however, we encoun¬ 
tered an obstacle. Cooper, the Memorial 
Fund’s architect, had been asked to 
work with us on placement of the flag 
and statue. He made clear from the 
outset that he opposed the addition of 
new elements, and would just as soon 
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they were not included. A running battle 
with Cooper ensued, during which his 
suggestions sometimes approached the 
ludicrous. Among the options for flag 
placement he presented to our panel was 
the suggestion that an eight-inch-high 
“memorial flag” be placed at the bot¬ 
tom of the juncture of the two walls. 
When we pointed out that no one would 
see it, it was clear that Cooper was well 
aware of that fact. 

Cooper’s favorite option, though, was 
to place the flag and statue within the 
tree line that ran along the edge of Con¬ 
stitution Gardens some 300 feet from the 
wall. Touting it as an “entryway con¬ 
cept,” he claimed it would be on the 
path most visitors would take when visit¬ 
ing the memorial. As we walked the site, 
however, something else became clear: 
Placement in the tree line would ensure 
that like the wall itself, neither the flag 
nor statue would be visible to most 
passers-by. What made Cooper’s insis¬ 
tence on this placement even stranger 
was that during the second meeting of 
the larger group it had been rejected out 
of hand. 

Ultimately, our group decided to 
place the flag behind the apex of the two 
walls, in a position slightly off-center, in 
line with the statue which would rest ap¬ 
proximately 170 feet away in a natural 
alcove formed by the tree line. The 
figures in the sculpture would be looking 
across the wall at the flag, and an 
inscription would be included on the 
flagpole’s base. 

After presenting this selection to all 
parties, it received formal approval from 
the board of WMF, as well as every 
veterans’ group imaginable. It seemed 
the controversy was resolved. However, 
as Messing says, “It isn’t over until both 
sides say it’s over.” 

Although we had been aware that a 
small group of architects was lobbying 
against the compromise, we were un¬ 
aware of the tacit approval these efforts 
had apparently received from some indi¬ 
viduals involved with the Memorial 
Fund. Worse, Fund architect Cooper 
threatened to testify against the pro¬ 
posed changes before the Fine Arts 
Commission — an agency whose ap¬ 
proval was needed. Finally, another 
landscape architect was brought in to as¬ 
sist in the presentation to the Fine Arts 
Commission, and a broad range of indi¬ 
viduals and organizations were lined up 
to testify on behalf of the changes. 

The gathering at the Commission’s 
October meeting was impressive. Every 
single veterans’ organization in the Unit¬ 
ed States, ranging from the American 
Legion to the Gold Star Mothers, came 
forward to endorse the amendments. 
From 1000 until 1500 hours, the proces¬ 
sion continued, all adding their voices to 
the ringing endorsement. 

In one particularly poignant moment, 
Mrs. Regina Wilkes, a Gold Star mother 
who lost one son in Vietnam, had an- 


86 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY/83 
























other permanently disabled and a third 
who is still in uniform, said, “When I 
look at that statue, I see my sons.” 

The only opposition came from the 
American Institute of Architects, whose 
argument was based solely on the speci¬ 
ous notion that the additions violated 
the “sanctity of design competitions.” 
The competition rules allowed for 
changes to winning designs, however, 
and modifications to designs in such 
competitions are commonplace. 

It came as a shock, then, when the 
Fine Arts Commission accepted the 
modifications, but rejected the proposed 
placement, recommending instead a lo¬ 
cation in the tree line — the exact lo¬ 
cation proposed by Cooper — declaring 
that this location would create a “na¬ 
tural entry way.” 

Once again, we had been outmaneu- 
vered. The National Salute to Vietnam 
Veterans was only a few weeks away, 
and the wall was to be dedicated as part 
of the celebration. It would be grossly 
unfair to those traveling thousands of 
miles to tamper with the celebration, but 
to do nothing meant the additions might 
either be hidden in the trees (as Carter 
Brown, chairman of the Fine Arts Com¬ 
mission, wished) or never completed. 

It was decided at this juncture to take 
an exit poll during the dedication. 
Throughout the controversy, no one had 
asked the opinions of a broad spectrum 
of Vietnam veterans. The dedication 
ceremony presented an ideal opportuni¬ 
ty to do this. Tens of thousands of veter¬ 
ans would be attending, from as far 
away as the Pacific Islands. They would 
all have been able to actually see the wall 
and the site, and would be polled under 
circumstances in which they would be 
able to conceptualize what different 
placement options would entail. 

To ensure the poll’s integrity, a group 
of highly qualified experts was asked to 
review the questionnaire. Volunteers 
from local universities helped conduct 
the survey, and an official at the Interior 
Department, Smith (who had earlier 
granted the groundbreaking permit to 
the WMF), was asked to tabulate the 
results to ensure an honest count. 

The results were decisive. Those who 
served in Vietnam wanted the additions, 
and they wanted them placed promi¬ 
nently. When presented with three place¬ 
ment options — each designated with a 
letter so as not to bias the results — 
three-quarters chose the one presented 
to the Fine Arts Commission. Only 12.8 
percent selected the option favored by 
Brown and Cooper. In fact, in every 
category polled, the option favored by 
veterans won hands down. 

VVMF’s response was curious. They 
said that after their “experts” reviewed 
the questionnaire, they had determined 
that the placement question was biased, 
and that the results were therefore in¬ 
valid. However, I had not furnished 
them with a copy of the questionnaire, 
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and they never revealed who their “ex¬ 
perts” were. It appears they have con¬ 
sistently resisted finding out what vet¬ 
erans want because they realize that any 
valid poll would reject the Maya Ying 
Lin design outright. In fact, that is ex¬ 
actly what earlier, albeit less scientific, 
polls conducted by Perot and Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine indicated. 

Still, it isn’t over until both sides say 
it’s over. During the lame-duck session 
of Congress, Rep. Bailey narrowly 
missed having a bill pass both Houses of 
Congress to mandate placement of the 
new elements in accordance with veter¬ 
ans’ wishes. After winning in the House 
of Representatives by a unanimous vote, 
the legislation was blocked from coming 
to the floor in the Senate by Sens. 
Mathias, R-Md., and Warner. The bill 
may be reintroduced this session. 

The American Legion has reaffirmed 
its support for the placement presented 
to the Fine Arts Commission last Oc¬ 
tober. Armed with this support and a 
“sense of House” resolution, Secretary 
Watt’s position on placement is some¬ 
what strengthened. Moreover, Watt has 
informed Carter Brown that he will con¬ 
tinue to fly a flag under a “temporary” 
permit at the memorial until such time as 
a final decision on placement is reached. 
For this, he deserves our thanks. 

The only way to resolve the issue once 
and for all, however, appears to be 
through congressional action. It may 
take time, but time is now less of a prob¬ 
lem. The memorial has been dedicated, 
and a flag flies there daily. 

It would seem a small matter to ensure 
that the permanent flag and statue are 
placed properly, since they will always 
be there. Although WMF probably is 
satisfied with the current situation, they 
might well remember: It won’t be over 
until both sides say it is.5? 
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former Sandinista officials who have 
“flown the coop” confirms the grow¬ 
ing popular dissatisfaction with the 
Sandinista regime. 


D iego garcia 

THREATENED ... 

Diego Garcia, a critical U.S. forward 
base for aircraft, naval ships and 
Marines, has been declared a part of 
Mauritius by its left-wing government. 

When Mauritius obtained its inde¬ 
pendence from Britain in 1968, Diego 
Garcia and the Chagos Archipelago 
remained under British colonial rule. 
Mauritius was compensated for the 
territory with $7 million. Britain 
agreed to let the United States estab¬ 
lish a military base on the island. 

As a precondition for establishing 
the base, the United States insisted 
that no people remain in Diego Gar¬ 
cia. Consequently, the Hois, black 
descendants of African slaves who 
had been on the island for approx¬ 
imately 100 years, were removed to 
Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius. 
Many ended up in slums there. 

Mauritius now demands the return 
of the island so the displaced llois 
can return. Indian Prime Minister In¬ 
dira Ghandi is rumored to support 
Maruritius’s claim; her support is 
based largely upon the desire to 
demilitarize the Indian Ocean. 

The British have rejected the Mauri¬ 
tian claim. 

R hodies 

HEAD SOUTH ... 

Most whites in Zimbabwe/Rhodesia 
have migrated south to the Republic 
of South Africa. White pilots who 
have been flying for Mugabe's forces 
in Zimbabwe are now doing the same. 
After Zimbabwe lost a large portion of 
its fighter aircraft in a sabotage explo¬ 
sion at Thorn Hill Air Force Base last 
year, an investigation was conducted 
by the Air Force Air Vice Marshal and 
his deputy, both of whom are white. 
They were arrested as suspects in the 
sabotage by Mugabe’s secret police, 
held in prison and tortured. As of this 
writing, the Air Vice Marshal and his 
deputy are still being held. 

With terrorist tactics like this going 
on, it’s no wonder that white pilots 
are moving their homes to South Afri¬ 
ca. Readers may expect to see Cuban 
and other ComBloc pilots refilling the 
ranks of Mugabe’s fighter force. 



R df to be 

SEPARATE COMMAND ... 

As of January 1983, the Rapid 
Deployment Force for operations and 
planning in the Persian Gulf area and 
Southwest Asia became a separate 
unified command. Army, Navy and Air 
Force commanders assigned to the 
Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force 
are to become part of the new central 
command, and the term Rapid De¬ 
ployment Joint Task Force is to be 
dropped from military vocabulary. The 
new command will be called the U.S. 
Central Command (USCENTCOM) 
and will restructure command and 
control, but^will not create new mili¬ 
tary forces, according to Defense De¬ 
partment officials. 

Forces to be assigned to the RDF 
include 11 tactical fighter squadrons 
under the 9th Air Force, three carrier 
battle groups, elements of the 18th 
Airborne Corps and a Marine Corps 
amphibious brigade. 

New boundaries for USCENTCOM 
will include territory from Egypt to 
Pakistan and from Iran south to the 
Horn of Africa and Kenya. Israel, Syria 
and Lebanon will be excluded, how¬ 
ever. They will fall instead within the 
U.S. European Command. 

H elp from 

HANOI JANE . .. 

Tom Hayden, aided with money 
from his wife, Hanoi Jane Fonda, was 
elected to the California Assembly 
from the 44th District last November. 
According to a report in the Los 
Angeles Times, Hayden spent a 
whopping $1,541,915 to win — more 
money than has ever been spent in a 
state-legislative race anywhere in the 
country, and even more than in most 
congressional races. Hayden re¬ 
ceived 53 percent of the vote, in¬ 
cluding much of West Los.Angeles, 
Santa Monica and Malibu. This area is 
also the stronghold for Hayden’s left¬ 
ist organization, the Campaign for 
Economic Democracy (CED). 
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THE LAW ... 
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SAMPLES OF CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE AGENTS. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine will pay 
$100,000 to the first communist pilot to 
defect to the West from Afghanistan, 
Laos or Cambodia in an aircraft designed 
to deliver and equipped with lethal 
chemical and/or biological weapons. 

To receive this reward, the chemical 
and/or biological agents must be authen¬ 
ticated by a laboratory sanctioned by 
Soldier of Fortune. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine is the sofe fudge of 
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LEARN GUN REPAIR 


The Army and Marines have estab¬ 
lished a joint team to evaluate a re¬ 
placement for the Light Antitank 
Weapon (LAW) that was regarded with 
mixed emotions by the troops who 
used it in Vietnam. 

The Army has for several years 
been experimenting with the Viper, a 
self-contained lightweight, shoulder- 
fired antitank rocket. Something like 
the LAW, it is packaged and sealed in 
an expendable fiberglass launcher. 
The weapon is designed as a throwa¬ 
way pjece with an effective combat 
range of some 300 meters and good 
penetration. It weighs 8.9 pounds and 
is 27 inches long in carry position. 
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However, the project has become 
embroiled in controversy with costs 
allegedly growing from $67 to $1,450 
per round. Also, the round is insuffi¬ 
cient to effectively penetrate armor 
on the front end of the Soviets’ new 
T80 tank. 

The Army/Marine task force is look¬ 
ing for a weapon that weighs less 
than 20 pounds and is 40 inches or 
less in length. 

Among the weapons to be evalu¬ 
ated are: British LAW 80 with spotting 
rifle, French Apilas, French Strim 
LRAC 89, German Armbrust P2, Nor¬ 
wegian M72-750 and Swedish AT-4. 

In ’Nam, the troops liked the LAW’S 
light weight (a man could tuck two or 


more in his web gear easily), but dis¬ 
liked their frequent misfires. 


G rounded 

EAGLE . . . 

Forty years after the former Ameri¬ 
can Eagle Squadron fighter pilots of 
the British Royal Air Force became a 
part of the U.S. Army Air Force, the re¬ 
maining Eagle members plan to erect 
a memorial in London and a perma¬ 
nent museum exhibit in California. 

The ambitious plan to honor the 
243 Americans who served in the 
Eagle Squadrons has run into finan¬ 
cial problems both here and in Eng¬ 
land. Plans called for an obelisk to be 
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raised in London’s famous Berkeley 
Square on a site donated by British 
Petroleum Pension fund, and an ex¬ 
hibit of Eagle Squadron memorabilia 
at San Diego’s International 
Aerospace Hall of Fame. As the focal 
point of the exhibit, a Spitfire aircraft, 
which the Eagles flew in 1940-41 to 
help defeat the Luftwaffe raiders, 
would be suspended from the ceiling. 

The Eagle Squadron was formed in 
1940 when American businessman 
Charles Sweeny, nephew of the 
famous soldier of fortune Col. 
Charles Sweeny (see “A Man for All 
Wars,” SOF, May ’82), convinced the 
British Air Ministry to set up an 
American Air Defense Corps, made 
up of American volunteer pilots. Col. 
Sweeny was made honorary chair¬ 
man. The Eagle mascot was taken 
from the American passport insignia. 

The Eagles made an important con¬ 
tribution to England’s air victories, 
receiving 40 decorations, primarily 
Distinguished Flying Crosses and 
Distinguished Service Orders. Its 
pilots shot down more than 73 Ger¬ 
man aircraft. In 1942 the Eagles units 
became part of the USAAF as the 
334th and 336th squadrons of the 4th 
Fighter Group, Eighth Air Force. The 
4th Group went on to become the 
highest-scoring fighter group of WWII 
and Korea, and established a fine rec¬ 
ord in Vietnam. 

Posters have been printed of the 
Spitfire and Hurricane aircraft and are 
available with a $25 donation: shoul¬ 
der patches come with a $15 dona¬ 
tion; memorial plaques will be given 
to $50 donors. For more information 
about the Eagle Squadrons Asso¬ 
ciation, or to make a donation, con¬ 
tact ESA Secretary, 1582 Calle Enri¬ 
que, Pleasanton, CA 94566. 


N ew paint 

FOR AIR FORCE 

The U.S. Air Force plans to repaint 
all of its aircraft in a mottled greenish- 
gray camouflage paint scheme. The 
new colors will replace the old 
greenish-tan pattern. The new pattern 
will be called “European 1,” and will 
be used on all planes, including large- 
cargo aircraft. 

C REDIT 
DUE ... 

When Charles W. Gabler of Van 
Nuys, Calif., discovered that a large 
local department store had contri¬ 
buted substantially to proposed Pro¬ 
position 15, he returned the credit 
card he had had with them for the 
past 20 years, stating, “I believe ac¬ 
tions speak louder than words, and by 
your generous contributions to re¬ 
strict individual’s rights [to own hand¬ 
guns], and by your entrance into the 
so-called ‘political arena,’ I simply re- 
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fuse to trade with the enemy ... it is 
my time to stand up and be counted.” 

Gabler, a lawyer, learned that Car¬ 
ter Hawley Hale Stores Inc., owner of 
the Broadway Store with which he 
had his credit card, had contributed 
thousands of dollars in support of 
Proposition 15 from reading it in a 
gun magazine. 

“I’ve raised five children and spent 
a lot of money at the Broadway in the 
past 20 years,” Gabler said, “but 
what’s more important, I’ll spend a lot 
more in the next 25 years. I’ll spend 
that with organizations which share 
my convictions.” 

If each of the nearly five million 
Californians who voted against Pro¬ 
position 15, which was defeated by a 
three-to-two margin, refused to 
patronize the proposition’s sponsors, 
perhaps future restrictive proposals 
wouldn’t be so well-funded. 


M ore marines 

IN LEBANON? . . . 

The Reagan administration re¬ 
portedly is considering at least doub¬ 
ling the American troop commitment 
in Lebanon. Presently, a reinforced 
Marine battalion with support ele¬ 
ments is there. 

No firm decision has been made of 



SPECIAL ON RARE LIMITED EDITION! 
NARVA 1944 by R. Landwehr, clothback, 384 
pgs, 6” x 9’\ illust. many are previously un¬ 
published drawings, rare 1st ed. List price: 
$6.95 + $1 p&h. Special offer when mention¬ 
ing this ad: $5.95 post free. This is the first 
English-language account of the Narva battle 
in detail (Jan.-Sept. 1944) on the Eastern 
Front. This is the story of the European vol¬ 
unteers that fought at narva in the ranks of the 
Waffen-SS. Follow this titanic battle as the 
Waffen-SS battles the Red Army (out¬ 
numbered by 25 to 1 odds!) from Narva, 
Estonia, to the military collapse of Europe to 
the Communists. Send a stamped self- 
addressed (please type or print neatly) envelope 
for a free book list on the Third Reich & 
WWII. Bibliophile Legion Books, Inc., Box 
612, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 


who would go, or when or how long 
they might stay, but a buildup of 
some sort appears likely. The Leb¬ 
anese Army has been steadily improv¬ 
ing, but is still far from ready to fill the 
gap that will be left by eventual 
withdrawal of foreign forces. 

The possibility of Belgian, Dutch 
and Korean forces supplementing the 
French, Italian and ll.S. troops al¬ 
ready in Lebanon is also under con¬ 
sideration. 


S IGNAL CORPS 

ASSOCIATION . . . 

If you are serving, or have ever 
served, with the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps, either in the military (active, 
reserve or National Guard) or as a 
civilian employee, you are invited to 
join the U.S. Signal Corps Associa¬ 
tion, Communicators from allied ser¬ 
vices are also welcome. 

The Signal Corps Assoc, was 
formed to recognize and preserve the 
history of the Signal Corps. Members 
will receive copies of the Army Com¬ 
municator , the journal of the U.S. 
Signal Corps. 

Additional information and applica¬ 
tions are available from: Signal Corps 
Association, P.O. Box 7740, Ft. Gor¬ 
don, GA 30905.^ 





I#fe>PLUS HOURS of the most exciting combat 
.footage in history. Air strikes, Jungle 
.fcactCheads, and assault landings captured 
raw. on film and preserved forever on video 
: :^diaseite 

four great programs*2 hours of high adven¬ 
turer including: 

tHf $AT7LE OF NEW BRITAIN Dec '42; a naval 
force hits Arawe, Rabaul, Cape 
:.:;0fOi^ester-B-25's sweep enemy positions. 
Marine and Army units hit the beaches. In 
muxJ! Sludge and blood the foot soldier adds 
•x^iet.-SiftiOther page of combat glory to his tradi¬ 
tion . 

TMf f ATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF History's greatest 
strigife ripval engagement. The 2nd Battle for 
ttf^;:Rffit^ppines. the planes, men and bia guns 
square-off in mortal combat. A 
Iment of men in war . the 
4 carriers. 3 battleships, 500 air- 
crOT;'4'beovy cruisers, 4 light cruisers, 11 
destroyers.anti a sub. 

ACttON At ARGAUR-Hellcats soften up the 
enerny:':^tfe:-’in:-^i!iy.aiting the 81st Wildcat Divi¬ 
sion. try slug it out an inch of 

grounb'.qL'd.-ff.rri' r hand to hand fury for 

Shrine tttfr. 'SaTpem Town" and "The Gulch". 
THE FLEET THAT CAME tO STAY-The Battle for 
Okinawa; an;awesome: tribute to the 400,000 
fighting me^; : ti6i^^.^n;?b: :; ibattle noted for its' 
suicicidal of the "Divine 

Tempest", Japan's Kqmikcwe Corp. They in¬ 
troduced u a 11 e d in 

history-4.232 of these fanqttcar ptiots took a 
one-way flight. 

4 programs-2 hours-Orrfy pfus Stepping 

Send to; FERDE GefcOEE flLMS. Oept-N. 

702 Washington ST Suite Marina del €A 90291 
U S and Canada, add S2 tortfgff . 

orders, add S3 50 CA res add Saf4$ Tax- 
SPECIFY BETY or VHS Visa & Master-'Iftpt ftp £ 
ORDER TOLL-FREE ON OURH0TMH8 
(800) 854-0561, exL 9*5 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257, exk 92S 



UZI SHORT BARRELS 

IOVa” $39.95 ea. 

10 or more $30.00 ea. 

Threaded for 

suppressor $49.95 ea. 

Postage Paid We ship COD 

Smith & Wesson Model 76 
Submachine gun parts available 

MKArms, Inc. 

PO. Box 2710 

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
Send one dollar for our brochure 

Call toll free 7 days a week 
1-800-633-4055 
In Alabama call 
205-579-2055 




COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS® 

These working metal models of classic firearms look, feel, weigh 
and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 blued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts. You can spin the 
cylinders, work the slide actions, release the dips and “field- 
strip" these models. CANNOT CHAMBER OF FIRE REAL AMMO. 

MONEY BACK 
IF YOU’RE NOT 
SATISFIED 


THOMPSON 
MODEL 1921 

As used by FBI & US 
combat troops In WWII. 
C01S-81-700 *175(5.00) 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 


Over 


DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


GOVERNMENT .45 

Standard sidearm of Gl's 
and combat troops. 

Lgth: 9.5'Wt: 2.5 lbs. 

C01U-81-300 *50(2.75) Over 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 30 Parts 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF OVER 
CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS AND 100’s 
OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES-SOUVEN1RS 
The COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc., Dept. SO 

BOX 1061,800 SLATERS LANE, ALEXANDRIA. VA 22313 

^ - MOHiY ua L£S$ POSTAGE, IP NOT SATBRCC ______ J 
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FLAK 



Continued from page 4 

— at least those which are seen by the gen¬ 
eral public — are capable of getting off 
the ground, much less from continent to 
continent. U’s all a big bluff, and we 
Americans, noted for our gullibility, are 
going for it hook, line and sinker. 
Sincerely, 

Charles Gray, Ph.D. 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 


Sorry , but the vest described is indeed a 
flak jacket for the following reasons, 
among others: 1) A jacket designed for 
cold-weather protection would not incor¬ 
porate heavy plastic bags to contain the 
insulation material. Plastic of this type 
doesn't breathe and would allow no 
evaporation of body moisture. 2) The 
plastic bags are set in open pockets. Clear¬ 
ly they are intended to be replaced im¬ 
mediatelyi.e.y after impact with projec¬ 
tiles or explosive fragments has damaged 
them . 3) The vest is open on the sides and 
provides no insulation for the vital kidney 
area, an important factor in properly 
designed cold-weather gear. 4) For more 
than 20 years now Soviet infantry tactics 
and equipment have revolved around the 
concept of armored infantry fighting 
vehicles. The vehicle's skin itself should 
obviously provide primary personnel pro¬ 
tection, leaving the individual only with 
fending off almost-spent shards of 
shrapnel, at least while in the A PC. 5) 
Finally, the item has been examined by 
western intelligence sources, who have 
four other different types of Soviet body 
armor, and they have confirmed that it is 
just that, a flak jacket. 

Regarding the question of handgun 
conversion, any semiautomatic firearm 
can be converted to fire full-auto. Some 
only after a great expenditure of time and 
effort, and some quite easily. With a pis¬ 
tol, unless a shoulder stock and three-shot 
burst control are incorporated, the result 
will be unsatisfactory as the cyclic rate will 
be too high, the muzzle climb uncon¬ 
trollable and the hit probability too low. 

Furthermore, such conversions are dis¬ 
tinctly illegal, unless you live in a state 
that allows possession by individuals of 
Title II firearms (California does not), 
and first file and gain approval of a BA TF 
Form I, accompanied by a $200 transfer 
tax and local police certification. It is not 
our policy to dispense information that 
could place SOF readers in legal jeopardy. 
— Peter G. Kokalis, SOF Military Small 
Arms Editor 


S OUTH AFRICAN 
LAV ... 

Sirs: 

In the February ’83 issue of SOF there 
appeared an article entitled ‘‘LAV it to 
the Marines.” That started me thinking — 
while there seems to be a sincere interest in 
finding a LAV, the military is overlooking 
a possible supplier of proven vehicles. I 
refer to the South African Ratel, which 
may be worth consideration as it has 
already seen combat. If the Ratel meets 
the necessary requirements an agreement 
might be possible whereby it could be pro¬ 
duced under license. 

Mark Frank 
Marietta, Ohio 

Not a bad idea, since the Ratel has a 
considerable reputation among people 
who have seen it in operation in Africa. 
However, we suspect that the political 
climate is not such that the United States 
would either consider or be able to pur¬ 
chase Ratels from South Africa at this 
time — The Eds. 


A n old 

FAVORITE ... 

Sirs: 

I was pleased to see favorable press con¬ 
cerning the A-I Skyraider in your publica¬ 
tion. This is one aircraft that should have 
been maintained in our services. As yet no 
currently fielded aircraft in anyone’s in¬ 
ventory can match it as a cost-effective 
ground-strike aircraft or helicopter escort. 

If the modernists are bothered by the 
R3350 radial, they can exchange it for an 
Allison T56 turboprop operated at a 
reduced temperature. Modified this way, 
the aircraft would have at least 1,500 
surplus HP. This would allow thorough 
armor protection for the engine, fuel/oil 
system and pilot. Weapons load could re¬ 
main the same or be increased. 

Well-armored single-engine prop air¬ 
craft have acquitted themselves well in 
high-threat areas. Cases in point: the IL-2 
Stormovik of World War II and, of 
course, the A-l. 

Maybe tight federal budgets of the fu¬ 
ture will cause closer investigation of cost- 
effective, proven solutions from the past. 
Steve Rohde 
Fallbrook, California ^ 


SUPPORT 

SOF 



ADVERTISERS 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per Inser¬ 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50$ per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit¬ 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In¬ 
clude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo¬ 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee MUST send a sample of 
packet. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD¬ 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF¬ 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on 
terrorism, communist subversion, covert activities. 
$12.00 year, $15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles 
St., Aurora, IL 60506. (78) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnara, Jr., P.O Box 1062. Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (72) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad¬ 
ed. Current list 50$; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON, 
Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (69) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list."send"$1.00 to ACE 

FIREWORKS, P.O, Box 221, Dept. F, Ccnneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 


SURVIVAL 


Desert Survival Tactics 

Dave Qanci, Director, with 20 years of field 
experience. Outdoor Survival Instructor for 
Arizona State University. Desert Survival 
Instructor for the U.S. Military. 

Weekend and week-long courses offered in 
the Spring and Summer of 1983. 


AOI 

Arizona Outdoor Institute 
15201 N. Cave Creek Rd.-SF 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 * 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free “Vietnam Photos”) 
$2.00. WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP. Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (75) 

SS AND GERMANM lUlARIA: World's biggestVatalog, 

including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable), KRUPPER, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (70) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS) includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 bill 
(refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. 
(70)_ 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment, Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186. (67) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS.complete listing of elite 

commando and regutar army surplus, at the best prices 
in the country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS 
ARMY SURPLUS, 8568 Mckee Road, Upatol, GA 31829. 
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LASER ENGRAVED 
Cti GUN GRIPS 


Gov't MocM AS-*27 « 

P*9mm-M19S 
S A W MocM 59 » 39 - $39.99 
AJ P»»0<*»n - 139.99 

Coftomto RnkMm Add 6% Sctm to* 
SaMocfloo O uo r on*—d 
Coll now ta< C O-D. of Cfwdtl cord of cM 
C707) 5264757, 

or tanO chack of money OffM lo: 

CUSTOM DESIGN Dept S 

•2 E $BaeM37 Sorto Bow CA 964CW 
Sand S Alt lof Na hocftm wim omaf dart 


FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5 00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (69) 


AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cammies 
and web gear — any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 


IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER¬ 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1983 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77 084 (713) 859-0531. (67) _ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instruc¬ 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (71) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES- 
SINGER, P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACREl" Canadian Land 

$1.00 Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD. P.O. Box 
5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (69) 


REGULATION INSIGNIA - all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. Cata¬ 
log $2.00; add $1.00 if 1st class mailing desired. KAUF¬ 
MAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-55, 504 Yale, SE, Al¬ 
buquerque, NM 87106. 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 
55029. (63) 

GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing 
U.S./Foreign Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver 
Star $40.00; Bronze Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary $15.00; Vietnam Service 
$15.00; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add 
stamp in trade and $3.00 Postage. Most others available. 
S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (73) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Locksmithing, identification, in¬ 
vestigative methods, self-defense, undercover opera¬ 
tions, survival, police manuals, black market, disappear¬ 
ing, guerrilla war, living free, crime, bugging, spying, 
shadowing, sabotage, hiding contraband, food storage, 
much more! Over 500 titles in huge illustrated catalog. 
$2.00. LOOM PANICS, Box 1197, Port Townsend, Wash¬ 
ington 98363 (70) 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1.00. Jack¬ 
ets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-25, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forward!ng/Receiv- 
ing. Code name fine, street address, phone available, 
SASE. ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF5, Orlando, 
FL 32860. (74) _ 

ANTI-BUGGINGDEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 

fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM¬ 
PANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (67) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stain¬ 
less steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-85, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, + more original designs on 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-75, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht overseas hat. Only $12.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (66) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE — For the clever man of ac- 
tion. Samples $2.00, $13.0Q/year — $17.00 overseas. 
HORIZONE, Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. (69) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free 
ordering and immediate shipment. Send long self- 
addressed stamped envelope for free brochure. KAUF¬ 
MAN’S ARMY AND NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-95, 504 Yale 
S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/ Bandannas, $2.50; 3 
for $6.00 . A H.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
•DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formi¬ 
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A 
killing and mutilating art with advanced dynamic medita¬ 
tions to develop the unstoppable mental state and pow¬ 
ers. Fully illustrated $9.95 +■ 1.00 p/h. Check or money 
order to: GREEN DRAGON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 
North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. (67) 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43. anything, anywhere, work alone, 
short term only. Bounty Hunting. Will take commission 
job. JIM. P.O. Box 415, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (70) 

LOCKSMITH!NG, Generall. Autorn ot \ve. UNUMITE“d1n^ 

FORMATION — $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if un¬ 
satisfied). L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post Street, #1048F, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. (75) 


EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for 
making NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and 
the extremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning 
THERMITE incendiary $12.00. Ail three, $20.00. AMER¬ 
ICAN INDUSTRIES, P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 
65808. (74)__ 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, immigration law, relocations, 
employment. $5 00 for information package. American 
attorney. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warmbaths 0480, SOUTH 
AFRICA. (69) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered. Complete discretion guaranteed asvi 
expected. Contact: THORN, P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212. 
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NOW BUY 
DIRECT 

. 223 *$ 119 90 
. 380 ™$ 94 “ 

pa i 1000 

. 45 * cp ™$ 159 “ 



AU 

American 

Made 


Send FFL and M.O. to: 29897 C.R. 18 W., Elkhart, IN 46517 
Non FFL holders call ior delivery arrangements. 

Visa and Master Card accepted, 5% eitra. 

CALL FREE FOR DETAILS 
1-800-348-7595 

IN, AK, and HI call (219)-293-3473 



MARKED CARDS — BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossi¬ 
ble to detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid 
delivery!! $8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 — $72.00 per 
dozen). PENNSYLVANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA 19138. (73) 


GERMAN WWII — Militaria, records, fiags, knives. Send 
for free list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (68) 


CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 216 lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-6), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 11456. (68) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, infor¬ 
mative books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ 
Locksmithing, Weapons, Investigations, Documents, 
etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G 2. 135-53 No. 
Bivd., Flushing NY 11354. (73) 

ESCAPEOLOGY . Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. N. 
WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (68) 


Original W-SS Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 

REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA . 

Sizes: 

SM, M, L, XL 

Only $35. 

POSTPAID 


GIANT Catalog of SS Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 


KRUPPER 

_BOX 177K • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208_ 



LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se 
crets ... track them down yourself.. .cheaply, easily!!! 
Money back guarantee, $4.00, Postpaid. LSP, Box 
163/SF, Wamego, KS 66547. (73) 

THE FLYING EAGLE: Finest laser color reproductions of 
the ultimate Bald Eagle photograph. 12 x 20, $15. 
Beautiful Eagle cards, $2. DR. HUNTER, Box 10-888, An¬ 
chorage, Alaska 99511. (67) 

LD. CARDS & CERTIFICATls. C.I.A., Special Forces, 

Rangers, Seal Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para- 
Rescue, Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. 
Large Selection with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Il¬ 
lustrated Brochure $1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 
66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 21092. (67) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre- 
nades) — An essential part of the survivalist’s inventory. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signal¬ 
ing, fire drills, etc. Large generating capacities and ex¬ 
tremely dense smoke. All fresh and fully guaranteed. We 
pay shipping charges in U.S.A. Send $2.00 (refundable 
with order) for catalogue of these and other important 
products. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (67) 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
Full refund if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, bodyguard, courier armed 
cover, anything, total discretion, immediate reply, 
thorough. Mitch Cantrell, 3508 Topeka, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78411. (66) 
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REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY - this manual shows 
how to do exactly what the title says, $10.00. Send $2.00 
extra for our remote control products catalog (Catalog 
R), A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging," outlines wiretapping, bugging 
and many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used 
by professional operatives, $15.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

CATCH THE SCUMBAGS! Our new manual “Counter¬ 
measure Cookbook" shows how to build inexpensive 
and outlandish security systems such as remote control 
of tear gas bombs, high voltage, recorders, cameras and 
explosives. Send $3.00 for book (Catalog B) to A.T.I.S., 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

MINIATURE FM WIRELESS TRANSMITTER 2 ,, xrxW < 

will transmit sound for several hundred feet. Best unit on 
the market, $30.00 ea., 3 for $75.00. CRYSTAL CONTROL 
MINIATURE TRANSMITTER $55.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

HARDER HOMES and Gardens! Bulletproof House! 
Simplified, light, thin, economical method revealed! 
New, itlustated book, $8.95! MESA, Drawer 1798-FH, 
Denver, CO 80201. 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! RetreaUng, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com¬ 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC de¬ 
fense/decontamination, shelters, survival chemicals, 
medicine — MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume — 
$12.95! MESA, Drawer 1798-FJ, Denver, CO 80201. 

BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Earn $12.00 to $20.00 per 
hour. Business booming! Free information-decal. PRO¬ 
CESS SERVER, Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (67) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. 
No Investment, training, work from home full/part-time. 
Free report: THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box 802-SF1, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821 (67) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, 
Learn How. P O. Box 1132H, Doylestown, PA 18901 (67) 

RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video 
cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS. P.O. Box 29035, 
Chicago, IL 60629. (69) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 4 
pocket jacket; 6 pocket pants, $50.00 per suit. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA Ac¬ 
cepted! 

EXPLOSIVE MANUALS. Make munitions and booby 
traps from common materials. Catalog $1.00. CASSA- 
DAY, 6690 Aero Drive, Suite M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. 

VALIfJPASSPORT to qualified applicants. Financial and 

clean record very important. For information send $5 to 
cover handling and postage. EL PUNTO COSTARRI- 
CENSE, Box 90, Paseo Estudiantes 1002, Costa Rica. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assasination research 
materials available: Zapruder film, photographs, 
videocassettes, literature, recordings. $1.00 for pam¬ 
phlets. Box 114, Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada. (69) 

RANGER and Pathfinder school diplomas. Vietnam ser¬ 
vice certificates. College and military documents. Send 
self addressed stamped envelope for list. D. EWING, 
Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

CHEMICAL LANCE: Large 4 oz. aersol can, Police Mode! 
(non-lethal weapon). Contains C.S. One spray and they 
really go down. We are liquidating the last of the 
factory's production. This stuff is really mean. Packed 
100 per case. Can is 6 inches tall. $2.50 per can in case 
lost. For larger quantities, let’s make a deal. API, Miami, 
Florida. (305) 633-1524. (67) 

MILITARY RESUMES: SASE for info. BARTANO, Box 
3443, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. (67) 

“TOP SECRET!!” Remailing/Forwarding lowest rates. 
Services: You name it! Prepaid stamped remails .75<p. In¬ 
fo: SASE to GULF COASTS, Box 6237, Ft. Myers Beach, 
FL 33931. (68) 


ARREST Violators!] 

FAST & 
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Wear the Badge of a 


USE * r 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Surveillance Equipment, 
Criminology Kilt, Badges, 
Briefcase Tsleptione*. Le 
Holiim, Lockpfc* Guns, 
Bullet-Proof Vests, Intrarad 
Night Scopes. Rappelling 
Iqulpment—Plus Much. 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi 
nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chal 
lenging situations, withstanding hard 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
special law enforcement equip¬ 
ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the C’lA, and the 
Secret Service. Sturt your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
10 25*^ and more on all equip- 

Equlamerit—Plut Much, «■* V ment. Send for free details. 

Much More Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct . 

-THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - 
, DEPT. SF305 P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 j 
I Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— I 
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TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, 
everything needed to start you in business. Send $1.00 
for catalog to: S&W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East 
Northport, NY 11731. (68) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (68) 

QUIT YOUR JOB! Work own hours. 200 PROVEN get-rich 
businesses, each detailed. $15. CAT ENT., P.O. Box 
70058, Las Vegas, NV 89170. (68)_ 

FOR HIRE — Vietnam veteran knowledgeable in small 
arms, tactics and medicine. Short term preferred. Box 
43022, St. Louis, MO 63143. (67) 

BECOME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses," samples, illustrations, $2.95! “Gun Dealer’s 
Wholesale Directory," best prices, $2.95! “Federal 
Firearms Laws,” $2.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS $6.50! 
MESA, Drawer 1798-FM, Denver, CO 80201. 

COVETED BLACK BELT CERTIFICATE: Now available 
based upon Life Experience. Standard certificate $9.95, 
Deluxe certificate $24.95. Wallet size ID card $4.95. Send 
detailed history of life experience qualifications with 
check or money order to: LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, 
P.O. Box 68231, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates sign¬ 
ed by ranking Black Belt. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — 
ANYPLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
1798-FO, Denver, CO 80201. 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVER’S PERMIT, Police/Security 
badges custom made, misc. ID, catalog, SASE and 75<t. 
WILSON, P.O. Box 380384-F, San Antonio, TX 78280. (68) 

VIETNAWT MAPS - KIT — 10 different, 1960’s Mili- 

tary/lntelligence maps detail tribes, roads, military re¬ 
gions, relief, etc. $3.95 complete! MESA, Drawer 
1798-FG, Denver, CO 80201. (66) 


OFFICIAL SOF 
BERET & INSIGNIA 

TOP QUALITY RED 
BERET made to U.S. Gov’t specifica¬ 
tions $13.00 postpaid SOF COLORED 
ENAMELED INSIGNIA $7.00 post¬ 
paid. Specify beret size. 

SOF EXCHANGE - P.O. Box 687 
— Boulder CO 80306 


TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER $50.00 (available to law en¬ 
forcement personnel only). Schematics are available to 
the public for $5.00. Send $2.00 for information on equip¬ 
ment available to law enforcement agencies. A.T.I.S., 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICE will 
synchronize any cassette recorder with remote jack to 
telephone use, $20 00. TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
$30.00, VOX unit $35.00. Send $3.00 for our electronic 
catalog (Catalog E), A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 
48126. 

NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 

Gun Dealer Instruction Course, 20 chapters, $4.95, 
Federal Laws, $2.50, Your State Laws, $2.50, 500 Whole¬ 
salers, $3.50, Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, 
$3.50, Concealed Gun Permits, $2.50, All Publications 
Above $13.95, Free Catalog, REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, 
San Diego, 92107. 

CUSTOM~EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 

minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. EMBLEMS, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (68) 

OFFICIAL FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. ATF 

Forms, instructions and wholesale sources of firearms, 
ammo and accessories. Send $4.95, S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780, Mocksville, NC 27028. (68) __ 

BOUNTY HUNTING — legal for anyone and very profit¬ 
able! For legal statules and employment information 
send $2.00 and SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RE¬ 
SEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (68) 

MAILORDER MAYHEMl Source directory for the un¬ 
usual: Survival, Fireworks, Weapons, More! $8.95 ppd. 
J.B.S. ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 24135A, Apple Valley, 
MN 55124. (67) 

“DEADLY FORCE” (Riot-Gun), and “Protected By 
Owner" (AR-15) deterrent decals. Graphic! Effective! 
$2.00 ea. or four for $7.00 ppd. Our $1.00 Security/Sur¬ 
vival Catalog, free with order TSS, P.O. Box 523, Wash- 
ington, MO 63090. (67)__ 

FIREWORKS — Fun, sate, patriotic; top quality, lowest 
prices; countless items; Illustrated catalogue $1.00 
(refundable). PYRO-SONtC DEVICES, Box 711 S13, 
Grand Haven, Ml 49417 (76) 



Books on: Survival, Revenge, Weopons, 
Self-defense, Demolitions, Knife fighting, 
Military, Silencers, Sniping, Keys & Locks, 
Clandestine operations, improvisations, 
Special Forces, Guerrilla warfare CIA Ser¬ 
ies, First Aid. Plus much more. 

THE BEST IN ITS FIELD. 

For a rush catalog Call (216) 530-4037 
or send to: 

KEN HALE - SURVIVALIST (406) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


PARKERIZING TO U.S. MILITARY SPECIFICATIONS. 
Pistols, rifles and shotguns, $27.50, includes return 
postage, TEXAS ARMAMENT CO., 905 Pecan St., 
Brownwood TX 76801. (915) 646-5827. (67) 

STATE GUN LAWS — Specify state, $2.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW — Rare indexed edition, $3.95. ILLUSTRATED 
GUN DEALER TRAINER - Third edition, $5.95. Ail three 
manuals ONLY $11.00! MESA, Drawer 1798-FS, Denver, 
CO 80201. 

WIRETAP DEFEAT MECHANISM: Incredible new device 
turns off automatic recording controls on your tele¬ 
phone line $100.00. TELEPHONE LINE MONITOR: 
meters show line voltage and current draw. Unit detects 
series and line powered bugs, hot mikes, mike tel and 
other types of eavesdropping, $100.00. A.T.I.S., Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvise- 
tion" — incredible manual reveals secret techniques 
used by professional operatives (schematics included). 
$15.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

RANDALL KNIVES*‘*NOW!! NORDIC KNIVES has over 
100 genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES in stock at all 
times. You can get your RANDALL knife in just days in¬ 
stead of waiting over 2 years for delivery. Send a large 
SASE for a free list — OR — for only $2.00 we will send 
the list plus glossy color photos of the knives plus Ran¬ 
dall’s latest catalog. Send to: NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4, 
Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 
688-3612. (67) 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MAT¬ 
THEWS POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 
28105. (70) 

MAN FOR HIRE: Army Vet seeking short-term work. 
Most anythfng-make offer. JOE. P.O. Box 290, Clarendon 
Hills, IL 60415. (72) 

EXPLOSIVE BULLETS — .22 Rim Fire Explosive and In¬ 
cendiary Ammunition — This book describes 9 varieties 
with safe, complete, easy to follow manufacturing in¬ 
structions, terminal effects and more. $9.95 Postage 
Paid (U.S.) — MKBS PUBLICATIONS, 4111 Lincoln Blvd., 
Box 353-S, Marina Del Rey, CA 90291. (67) 

DOG TAGS, Genunie Gi — Commando Black or Stain¬ 

less Steel. SASE to RANGER ROY, 3605 Arctic, Box 
1449, Anchorage, AK 99503. (68) 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.l. mainstays from 
Korea 1o ’Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio, 38-54 MHz FM 
transceiver with accessories: $39.50, 2/$77.50. R-174 
Military Communications Receiver, tunes 1.5-18 MHz, 
AM, CW, SSB, military, shortwave, amateur radio fre¬ 
quencies: mint $47.50; good, $27.50. VRC-7 Vehicular 
Radio Set, factory mint in original cartons (RT-70 
Transceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, Acces¬ 
sories): $137.50. ARC-27 Aircraft Guard Receiver, 
receives 220-250 MHz AM, mint: $12.50. H-113 Ear¬ 
phones: $4.50, 3/$12. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. 
PRC/VRC/GRC manuals, parts, tubes, accessories info 
send S.A.S.E. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. 
BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 
44870. 

PYRO SUPPLIES, M8C Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, 
rocket supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRO¬ 
DUCTS, P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) 

REMAIL — from Las Vagas. Send $1.00 and stamped ad¬ 
dressed envelope to: SHANNON, P.O. Box 85268, Las 
Vegas, NV 89185-0263. (67) 

MAC-SOG T-SHIRTS. The famous design on an O.D. 
Shirt, 4 cofor design $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. 

FIREWORKS SUPPLIES, DISCOUNT LOW! LOWl prices. 
Tubes, plugs, shells, mortars, tooling, much more. SAM¬ 
PLE KIT $3.98 or SASE for price list. NORMICO IN¬ 
DUSTRIES, 1025 Jefferson Street, Suite 100, Santa Clara, 
CA 95050. (69) 

SPECIAL FORCES T-SHIRT, "Mess With The Best: Die 
Like The Rest," 3 color design, $7.50. A.H.A., Box 216G6, 
Denver, CO 80221. 

MX. MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. Countless ads, 
articles, features. $10 Yr., $17.50-2 Yrs., U.S., Canada; $24 
Yr., Foreign. (Valid to 6/30/83.) MX, P.O. Box 3, Dept. SF, 
Torrington, CT 06790. 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Do you qualify? No reds, 
JOE, P.O. Box 2094. Chapel Hill, NC 27514. (67) 
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CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog. BPEC, 
Dept. SF1182, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 
90706. (76) 

INSIGNIA COLLECTORS. Send $1.00 for list or $6.00 for 
12 monthly lists. BAIRD’S COLLECTABLES, Box 444, 
Dept. SF1282, Los Alamltos, CA 90720. (70) 

25 WAYS TO KILL, $3.00. SECRETS TO KARATE! $3.00. 
Mercenary Pen Pals, $2.00. How to Get Even! $3.00. RCA, 
Box 684, Russellville, AR 72801. (68) 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important 
weapon. Research report with dosage guide, covers 
compounds that improve reaction time, memory and 
learning ability. Only $5.00. POLARIS, Box 50118, 
Chicago, IL 60650. 

BODYGUARDS WANTED. Male/Female for elite service 
now forming. Send SASE for information to: THE PRO¬ 
TECTORS, P.O. Box 43777, Las Vegas, NV 89116. (68) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, pro¬ 
perty you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25«. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (71)_ 

SURVIVAL FOOD — Concentrated, compact, high in 
protein and meets nearly all nutritional requirements. 
Balanced diet with small volume and lasts for years 
upon years without special storage or refrigeration. No 
cooking, tablets or powder, and 50 Ibs./person would 
last 3+ years. $50/lb. Send $2 for samples and catalog. 
DR. Birkins, RD4 Box 183 A, Washington, NJ 07882. (68) 

MAIL SECURITY lives up to its name. Incoming-outgoing 
all non-traceable. Details $2.00 (refundable), Box 399, 
Dickson, TN 37055. (69) 

LIFE SIZED TARGETS! A large 35”x45” target with full 
figure silhouette. Only $10.00 per dozen plus $2.50 for 
shipping and handling. Send $12.50 to: HPCo., P.O. Box 
440, Lafayette, IN 47902. 

RHODESIAN, South African uniforms, web equipment, 
boots, flags, insignia, much more including world 
camouflage. List $3.00. FRANTZ MIL1TARIA, Route 4, 
Box 226-A, Kankakee, IL 60901. 

TRAVEL ABOARD YACHTS TO HAWAII, Caribbean, 
Bahamas. Scott Barrie and Associates is again taking 
applications of persons experienced in the use of 
modern weapons to "ride shotgun” for the owners of 
these boats. Sailing experience not necessary. For 
details and application send $1.00 to SCOTT BARRIE 
AND ASSOC., P.O. Box 87, Bradenton Beach, FL 33510. 
( 68 ) 



FREE HYPNOSIS CATALOG.The only catalog you’ll ever 
need. Learn hypnosis! Subscribe to Hypnosis Magazine 
Quarterly $6.95 year. MYTHOS, P.O. Box 7302 (SF), 
Akron, OH 44306._ 

PILOT/MECHANIC amphibious aircraft will relocate 
anywhere, short or long term. My aircraft or yours. P.O. 
Box 248849, Miami, FL 33124. (68) 

IDEAS, INVENTIONS, new products wanted now for 

presentation to industry. Call toll free (800) 528-6050. In 
Arizona, call (800) 352-0458. Extension 831. 

WANTED: SOVIET TECHNICAL MANUALS, top dollar 
paid. Send to: KABUL SCHOOL OF HELICOPTER 
REPAIR, 1811 N. Underwood, Arlington, VA 22205. 

WWII GERMAlTsPLINTER (Army) pattern camouflage. 

Highest quality fabric. January 1983 list 4/20<t stamps. 
Wrap around tunics. O’TOOLE, P.O. Box 12670, Seattle, 
WASF98111.(67) 

ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE GEAR: Send first class 
stamp for free catalog. S.E. CORP., Box 1132-SF, Yorba 
Linda, CA 92686. (68) 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE — Ex Marine of- 
ficer ’Nam Vet, Bounly Hunter for the elite and well-to-do 
only!!! Well experienced in armed courier duty, missing 
children, collection, surveillance, executive bodyguard. 
Reply with P.O. Box or phone number to VALLEY INTL., 
P.O. Box 2092, Rockford, IL 61130. (67)_ 

USMC VET, platoon leader Vietnam, Combat experienc¬ 
ed. Wants high risk work overseas. Also courier, 
bodyguard, security, etc. Call Don (913) 462-2489. (67) 

FOR HIRE — Security team, will travel. Salvage/commis- 
slon projects considered. Call TROY (214) 224-4312, or 
TVM, 2925 LBJ Frwy. #180-223, Dallas, TX 75134. (69) 


"The LINDA" 



SOUTHERN STATE ENTERPRISE 

Wilkinson Arms Distributor 
106 North Hill Rd. Greenwood, S.C. 29646 

'-2034 

9mm Luger 

Magazine Capacity 3 ^ Rounds 
Sorrel length 8V*" 

Weigh) A lbs i3az 
Length Oeroll 12V 
Foregrip Maple wood 
HelghI with magazine 10“ 
Sights Wtoioms odJuslaWe 

Inti J, 111 21ft • Pm Mh UM — Dealer Inquirie* Invited — 


SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant foremost selection, 
superlative uncompromising quality, premium profes¬ 
sional grade, elite factory production, boot/hideout/com- 
bat/fighting/attack/assault/battle/warfare/conceal- 
ment/self-defense/hunting/camping/backpacking/utility 
knives. EVERYTHING from swordcanes, push daggers, 
hollow-handles, hatchets, throwers, razors, whetstones, 
icepicks, to wiresaws. NO irregular factory rejects; NO 
shabby sleazy shoddy imitations-reproductions-fakes; 
NO disgusting miserable feeble flimsy replicas; NO 
cheap pitiful inferior imported promotional GARBAGE! 
Just the absolute FINEST QUALITY standards for your 
money. 100%-Satisfaction-Guaranteed, Quantity DIS¬ 
COUNTS to 35%, expeditious AIRMAILED shipments, 
detailed-itemized-involces, responsible/efficient/per¬ 
sonalized customer service, plus FREE "Surprise” 
GIFTS! Informative (AIRMAILED!) Photographic (40 + 
page) Reference/Specifications/Catalogue, $2.00. 
SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391SSFG, P.C. 
Hawaii, 96782-0391. 

UNCONVENTIONAL EMPLOYMENT — Government 
trained professional for hire as bodyguard, courier, 
mercenary, or will act as your personal representative or 
emissary. Ex-police, undercover 9 yrs., Marine Officer, 
experience in small arms, courier duty, surveillance, ex¬ 
ecutive bodyguard, demo, intelligence. Guaranteed 
discreet. Just finished an operation. Anything any¬ 
where. No Red work — CIA welcome. TRAVEL AND 
RISK FOR PAY. Contact P.O. Box 141, Seaside Heights, 
NJ 08751. 

BE A GUN DEALER — Official Federal Firearms License 
Kit. Application forms, instructions. Directory of Whole¬ 
salers: Firearms, ammo and accessories, BATF "800’s" 
and ADDRESSES. Complete Gun Dealer Guidelines. The 
most complete kit available anywhere.. .$4.95. YOUR 
OWN STATE GUN LAWS. . .$1.95. CONCEALED 
WEAPONS BOOKLET. ..$2.50. S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (72) 

UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE is fought against con- 
ventional forces! Since 1980, each biweekly issue of 
FOR YOUR EYES ONLY has delivered the inside story on 
the world’s conventional, and unconventional, military 
forces. Read FYEO to stay ahead! $35/year, three-issue 
trial $5. FYEO, Box 3012V, Amarillo, TX 79106. (68) 
COBRA MISSION TO TRANG BANG: 60 minute cassette 
recording of Cobra Gunship firefly mission; vicinity of 
Trang Bang, RVN, Spring 1969. Hear radio traffic involv¬ 
ing B-52 strikes, dustoffs, anti-aircraft guns, and the 
sound of minigun fire. Includes 40-page transcript book 
w/call signs and explanatory notes to aid understanding 
this unique document. 12 pages Cobra pilots photos. 
Rare insiders look at Vietnam. Unconditional money 
back guarantee. Just $15 postpaid. BIEN HOA PRODUC¬ 
TIONS, Dept. MAS, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702. (67) 

NEW FULLY ILLUSTRATED 22 page catalog of police, 
detective and self-protection equipment. Send $1.00, 
credited to first order. ACE POLICE EQUIPMENT, Dept. 
241. 320 North Washington, Lansing, Ml 48933. (67) 

DEFENSE WEAPONS: "LAZERSTUN" — Shoots high in- 
tensity rays that blind!!! (CAUTION: Human Victims Pur¬ 
port TWENTY—MINUTE BLACKOUTS . . . DISORIENTA¬ 
TION FAINTING!!) Handheld. Fully assembled. Non- 
lethal. (Similar to device featured on television’s 
C.H.I.P.S.) Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL LAZERTEK, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003. (Catalogue $5.00, refun¬ 
dable.) (67) _ 

SILENCERS. Illustrated instructions for building three 
different types, including a disposable mode! $5.00, no 
checks. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 

REGULATION EQUIPMENT — Badges, Collar and Lapel 
Accessories, $2.00 full color catalog, refundable on first 
order. GOLD SHIELD ASSOC., P.O. Box 94, Forest Hills, 
NY 11375. (67) 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don’t get mad, 
get even. Work alone, short term, discreet, confidential. 
SKIPPER, P.O. Box 546455, Surfside, FL 33154. (70) 
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MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere, small arms ex¬ 
pert light weapons, ambush, demo, all jobs considered. 
Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. No Com¬ 
mies, serious inquiries only. TAXI, Box 1392, Hollywood, 
FL 33020. (68) 

FREE CATALOG (Send 20 cent stamp). Unusual knives, 
survival Items, custom cases, [eatherwork. REAL 
WORLD, P.O. Box 335S, Branson, MO 65616. (68) 

HAVE VIDEO RECORDER, WILL TRAVEL, BATS, 933 
Central Ave., Alameda CA 94501. (415) 523-6811. (72) 

SOLDIER, 38, SEEKS POSITION in tree country, 
preferably South Africa, but available for others. J. 
GILROY, P.O. Box 552, Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada 
L4C 4Y8. 


ADVENTURERS FIELD COURSES. Learn all necessary 
skills-totally affordable experience-Brfef Training Ops. 
EXPLORERS INTERNATIONAL, 518 Humboldt, Falton 
NV 89406. 

ATOMIC WAR IS POSSIBLE! Learn how to de- 
contaminate radioactive water in emergency or sustain¬ 
ed situations with common items. Send $4.95 for com¬ 
plete information and detailed drawings to A.W., 616 W 
6th Ave., Pine Bluff, AR 71601. 

FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES fer fun and profit in 
your sparetime. Learn the ancient art of pyrotechnics. 
For Information and sample fuse send $2.00 to: 
PYROART, Box 6552(S), Yuma, Az 85364. (68)_ 

FOR HIRE: Anything, anywhere, confidential, dfscreet. 
INTL, SERVICES, P.O. Box 1401, Bolingbrook, IL 60439 
(Chris). 

COLLEGE DIPLOMA - 1 DAY 

Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available. Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 

ALUMNI ARTS 

Dept. SF4 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 


BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE T-shirts, Top Quality 
$8.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver CO 80221. Send $1.00 
for our British Militaria list. 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Stainless Tag $2.99 each or 
2/$5.00. Imprinted free. 5 lines, 15 spaces per tine. 
Stainless chain $1.00. Prepaid in USA. D & J ENTER- 
PRISES, P.O. Box 88, Waterville, OH 43566. (68)_ 

FREE BROCHURE showing self-protecticn equipment. 
Bulletproof vest, tear gas spray, automobile ignition 
cutoff, wiretap detector, hotel room burglar alarm, and 
more. PPESF. P.O. Box 366, Lincoln Park, NJ 07035. 

FIRST SHOT CONFIDENCE! Hostage & situation tar- 
gets. Sample pack $10. Write for info: R. TINNIN, JR. 
8787 Hammerly, Unit 1012, Houston, TX 77080. 

BERETS, French Foreign Legion w/insignia $25.00. Wild 
Geese Officer’s Beret w/insignia $21.00. British S.A.S. 
w/insignia $25.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS, unit histories and combat ac¬ 
tion on video cassette our specialties. Catalog: $1.00. 
THE BATTERY BOOK SHOP, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown 
Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (68) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$7°° 



ONLY 

^ # 

POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip^- 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions & free cleaning nod. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee 

WESTBURY SALES CO. w.™ 
^P.O. BOX 434, Dept. TA-5-SF, Westbury, New York 11590/ 


OLD & RARE MILITARY BOOKS. 1800 to the present. 
Send for list. JIM BEATTIE. Box 81, Collegevllle. PA 
19426. 


CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS. 100% cotton. 2’x3’ 
$9 20. Huge 3'x5‘ only $12.00. TANDY CAUDILL. Dept. 
SF, 2896 Tropicana Blvd., Naples, FL 33999. 

NINJA DEATH TOUCH by Ash Ida Kim is NOW 
AVAILABLE! Learn the secrets of the invisible warriors, 
including Dim Ching (Nerve Point System), and Dim 
Hsueh (Blood Gate System). 5Y2x8Vi, softcover, 41 
photos, 104 pages, $12.00 Postpaid. PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-BKC, Boulder, CO S0306. 

AM SEEKING EMPLOYMENT. Hold a U.S. 2nd Marine 
Engineering License. Know steam & diesel engines, 
generators, motors, pumps, alien type machinery, all 
ships. Work for one boss because of stabitizatlon pur¬ 
poses. Phone (804) 543-2462, ask for Terry. P.S. Know 
carpentry, plumbing, welding, machinist metal, plan 
layouts, machinists outside, sketch work, etc. (68) 
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SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own 
from materials obtainable at any hardware store, $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 25953, Raleigh, NC 
27611. No checks, please. 

“MERCENARIES DO IT FOR PROFIT ” Bumper Sticker. 
$2.00. P.W., Dept. SF, Rt. 2, Box 125A, Prudenville, Ml 
48651. 


MEET YOUR MARK! Hostage & situation targets. Sam¬ 
ple pack $10. Write for info: R TINNIN, JR., 8787 Ham- 
merly, Unit 1012, Houston, TX 77080. 

CBR FILTERS — M13A2 green ring fibers, these stop 
NERVE AGENTS. For the M17/M17A1 gas mask. $15.95. 
New, M17A1 gas mask survival package, $99.95. New, 
Ml7 gas masks, $56.95. SASE for catalog. Master- 
card/Visa accepted. CA. residents add 6% tax. Minimum 
$2.75 postage. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 
93539-4253. 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80’s, blockbuster, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
suppliers listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO¬ 
TECHNICS, Box 230SF, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71) 

U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMMO SUITS, Issue suits in 
Small-XLarge, $42.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

UZI MAGS, 32rd, $20.00; 4 in pouch, $84.00.25rd„ $15.00; 
4 in a pouch, $64.00. Uzi wide pad military sling, $10.00. 
Barrels for full or semi Uzis; short or long, threaded or 
plain. Many other mags, etc. Price list $1.00 refunded 
with purchase. SCHERER, P.O. Box 24Q, Gilbert, IL 
60136. (69)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne Unit Coins, Decals, 
Flashes. 40c in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, 
West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. 

.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
gun or trophy room, place of business with impressive, 
unique wall display of original headstamp 1943-4 Frank- 
ford Arsenal Shells in steel links for continuous belt. Ex¬ 
cellent condition — no powder. Super largo 100 rds. 
Nearly nine ft. long $53.50 + $8.00 shipping; 50 rds., 
$29.50 + $6.00; 25 rds., $16.50 -f $4.00. Also artillery 
shells! JOE JELINEK, 1201 -F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. 

CONFIDENTIAL OPERATIVE, any assignment, no ques- 
tions. N.Y., N.J., Conn., Penn. Your call answered by 
machine. I return call EGAN- (602) 866-8060. (70) 

RUGER MINI 14 OWNERS! Discover how to turn your 
mini into a better combat weapon. Send $5.00 to: N. 
MUNRO, 4-208 8A St. N.E., Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2E 
4J1. 


DESERT CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRTS, top quality $8.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. 

POLICE JOBS. Tactical guide makes civil service pro¬ 
cess work for you in landing a law enforcement job. 110 
pages. $9.95 postpaid. ADAM FIVE PRESS, Box 246, Red 
Lodge, MT 59068. 

WM 25 seeks employment, high risk only. TONY, P.O. 
Box 341, Eskridge, KS 66432. 

U.S. FLAGS, finest quality nylon, all sewn construction 
with embroidered stars. 3' x 5' — $21.50, 4' x 6’ — $29.50. 
Also CONFEDERATE FLAG, dyed cotton, good quality, 
3’ x 5’ — $10.50. By large U.S. manufacturer. Check or 
money order to: FLORIDA FLAG & BANNER, P.O. Box 
15553, Sarasota, FL 33579. Foreign and other flags 
available. 


TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, Top quality shirt to match our 
fatigues $8.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

SURVEILLANCE-QUALITY WIRELESSS MICROPHONES 

that far out-perform others. As small 7/8”! Sold else¬ 
where for $130.00. Our price: $89.99. Also wireless micro 
telephone transmitters and 15 hour recorders weighing 
less than 1 Vi pounds! Free brochures. EXTENDO-TAPE 
SYSTEMS. Box LC, Temple Terrace, FL 33687. (813) 
985-3014. 


FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES formulas professional, 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas 
with instructions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYRO- 
TEC. P.O. Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (70) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 



• Over 4 0,000 Items in Stock • 

S.S. Viking Dfv. Ring 

Large Size Only. In 
Heavy Silver Plate... 

$ 20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 

M-43 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 

$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 

(w/Siiver-top trim) .$25.00 


Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...$3.00/FREE with order 


W.w. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


PROTECTION: Black Belts for bodyguard work. Profes¬ 
sional and family needs. We are professionals. Info 
write: B.B B.G.S., INC., P.O. Box 112, Westwood, NJ 
07675. (68) __ ___ 

TWO MERCS FOR HIRE — Bodyguards-Bounty hunters, 
all types of work available. We are a team experienced in 
Ninjitsu and all types of combat. Write MARDAN 
ASSOC., 1328 Williams, DeSoto, TX 75115. 

1000’S OF MILITARY AND WEAPONS BOOK/Paper/Pho- 
tographs; from leading dealers at: “2ND ANNUAL ALL 
MILITARY BOOK FAIR;” May 7, 1983, Elks Lodge, 8421 
Arlington Blvd, Fairfax, VA (Washington). Information: 
(804) 272-5558. 

JADE GRIPS FOR .45 AUTOMATIC, $225.00 (Calif, 
residents add sales tax). MAZE, 2124 Kittredge Ave. #1, 
Berkeley, CA 94704. (69) 

MAIL FORWARDING/REMAILING - Complete privacy. 
Many other services: INTERNATIONAL MAIL COURIER, 
Box 20937SF, Reno, NV 89515. (702) 786-0606. (68) 

ATTENTION PROFESSIONALS. Do you have unused 
specialized skills? (Military or High Tech.) If yes, we can 
help. For information write to: P.O. Box 588, San Fernan¬ 
do, CA 91341. 

VIETNAM VET FOR HIRE. Contract work wanted. Short 
term. Anything, anywhere. All jobs considered. Total 
discretion assured. P.O. Box 25162, Chicago, IL 60625. 


THE KNIFE THAT MAY 
SAVE YOUR LIFE! 


A COMPLETE 

SURVIVAL 

KIT 


LIFEKNIFE 


Watertight 
handle con 
essentials 
a 20" wire 
building; 




hollow 
tains the four 
for survival; 
saw for shelter 
matches for fire 


making; hooks, line and snare wire 
for food gathering; and is sea¬ 
led by a liquid-filled luminous 
compass for direction finding. 
Or, add whatyou want! 6" stain¬ 
less steel blade (RH57); 4y 2 " 
aluminum alloy handle; weighs 
nine oz.; with leather sheath. 

Send $39.00 Plus 53 00 shippng & insurance to. 

LIFEKNIFE , /nc. 

Box 771, Dept. SF 5 
Santa Monia, CA 90406 
Dealers Invited Calif, res. add 6V 2 % 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


GERMAN ARMY WWH NSU Kettenkrad for sale, water 
cooled 1.5 Ltr. Opel engine. (805) 687-8731. 

INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex- 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding 
“skips.” runaways, missing persons, and others in 
hiding. Track down anyone, anywhere. Send $8. Our 
catalog and samples of technical investigative training 
reports (i.e. surveillance, interrogation, homicides, anti¬ 
wiretapping) just $3 — free with SKIP TRACING. 
COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 20814. (70) 

STARLIGHT SCOPES: Hand-held, pocket-size, under 2 
pounds, real 2nd generation. Less $1,500. Limited quan¬ 
tity. Call weekends or after hours 7-10 PST. (213) 
594-8544. 

EMERGENCY AND SURVIVAL RATIONS. Canned, Dehy¬ 
drated, and Flex Paks, long shelf life, economically pric¬ 
ed. Perfect for field use and survival storage. Full sized 
samples and complete information $5.00, or full set of 16 
samples and Info only $28.00. Order from: 63rd SDR 
GROUP, P.O. Box 246, Bay Head, NJ 08742. 

FREE MILIT ARY MEDALS CATALOG! All Full size or min- 

iature U.S. and R.V.N. medals, ribbons, badges, patches. 
Fine display cases. Write: MEDALS, 2141S Cedarwood, 
Marietta, GA 30067. 



Bred lor Superior Slrenglh and SmbNFty. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC, 

to* WM. Liiivllie. s c. 2WG (BQ3| 649-H3A 


WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN BREEDING AND 
TRAINING OF THE HYflKJD WOLF — MOLDING 

Sts unique characteristics into a 
PREDICTABLE AND CONTROLLED PAOI&CTION. 
DOG FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. 


UZI ACCESSORIES. Complete line of accessories for 
your Uzi at very low prices. We are overstocked and need 
to make room. Take this opportunity and save. Just send 
$1.00 for a complete page of genuine Uzi accessories to: 
LAWLESS WEAPONS, 405 Espanola Way, Miami Beach, 
FL 33139. (68) 

FM 90-10-1 INFANTRYMANS’S GUIDE TO URBAN COM- 
BAT. The brand new (9/30/82) tactical “bible.” Covers 
everything — an unbelievable book! Cammo bound, 
8V2XII, 190 pages, $10.55. FM3-50-1 (TEST) 
DELIBERATE SMOKE OPERATIONS. First Edition (9/82) 
of smoke opns and smoke units. Pages - 132, 8^x11, 
$7.30. Quantity prices available (send SASE)^ Original 
manuals — not copies or reprints. Both above manuals 
are Gl, NEW, and POSTPAID. Send $1.00 for current plus 
(future) listings. GENE KAPLAN, Box 720024, Atlanta, 
GA 30358. (Since 1975). 

HONORARY MILITARY COMMISSIONS In United Militia 

International. $3.00 for info and application. COL. MAR¬ 
SHALL SERNA, 444 Young Blvd., Woodburn, OR 97071. 
( 68 )_ 

NINJA BOOKS AND TRAINING — Send SASE for infor¬ 
mation from America’s only disciple of Japan’s Grand¬ 
master of Ninjutsu. SHADOWS OF IGA, Box 1947S, Ket- 
tering, OH 45429. (70) _ 

FOR HIRE: Merc, bodyguard, courier, rescue, special 
assignments, alone or group, confidential, Gov, wel¬ 
come. Contact EAGLE-1, Rt. 3, Box 160, Piedmont, SC 
29673. 

SPECIALIST: Covert Operations, two man team - Marine 
Viet Vet & Police Det. Sgt., 10 yrs. of successful opera¬ 
tions. Anything/anywhere. P.O. Box 1543, Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49503. _ 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.00 a gross, M-80's, blockbusters, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
suppliers listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO¬ 
TECHNICS, Box 230Z, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71) 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. Free 
information with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94044. (78) 

ACRE OF HELL!! Recorded in your name. Plus, the Map 
of Hades, artistically illustrated on framable 18” x 24” 
parchment, $14.95, $1.00 postage, PFV ENTERPRISES, 
Box 1261, Clearlake, CA 95422. (68) 

MIDWEST TRAINING^CENTER, Survival, combat, self- 

defense. We train men and women. Field training at it's 
best. Free information: P.O. Box 2814, Evansville, IL 
47714. 


FIGHTER PILOT (with parachutist wings), Jet/Piston 
qualified will accept interesting work worldwide. All pro¬ 
positions considered. Contact: MR. IBARCQ, Montils, 
17800, Pons, France (68) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months! The best 
new books on weaponry, the martial arts, self-defense, 
survival, and creative revenge. $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-BFF, Boulder, CO 80306. (72) 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, Exactly the same as used 
in 'Nam, NOT a cheap imitation $12.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - The story of the ancient 
faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history of 
worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only book of its kind. 180 
pages, 17 illustrations, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VIK¬ 
ING HOUSE, P.O. Box 160, Lake City MN 55041. (68) 

NEED DRILL SERGEANT capable of training in ail func 
tions of and duplicating Marine Corp Basic Training Pro¬ 
gram. Graduates of training will be used in private home 
security force in friendly Caribbean country. Job dura¬ 
tion will last through complete training program, but can 
develop into permanent position. Resume to: D. 
COPLEY, P.O. Box 647, Atlanta, GA 30301. 


96 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY/83 



























































^ DEATH TO CUBANS! 



Written off by most of the western world, Jonas 
Savimbi’s Army is still very much alive and busy killing 
Cubans in Angola’s bush. SOF’s Rick Venable joined 
Savimbi’s troops to get an update and what he found 
will stun you in June’s Soldier of Fortune. 
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PAYMENT □ $100 

ENCLOSED □ $66 
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1 Year 
(12 Issues) 
□ $26 
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□ $33 

□ $70 
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Make check or money order payable to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SAVE $10 Per Year Off Newsstand Price 


4JF3 









A KNIFE THAT WAS TEMPERED IN HELL 

By Robert A. Buerlein 


J APANESE warlords were sweeping across 
the Pacific. America desperately needed a 
tough commando force to strike back. We got 
one —theU.S. Marine Raiders. 

This elite force of hand-picked fighters 
was specially equipped to carry out their 
deadly missions. A 1943 song described them 
well: “They carry machine guns like pistols, 
and a knife that was tempered in Hell!' 

The knife was developed expressly for 
them by Lt. Col. Clifford H. Shuey. Based di¬ 
rectly on the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife, 
this was the first knife designed by a Marine 
Corps officer and officially issued to Marines. 
It was called the U.S. Marine Raider Stiletto. 

Instead of a separately machined cross- 
guard and grip being attached to the blade 
tang with a top nut, the Stiletto hilt was die- 
cast directly on the tang. This was faster to 
make and permitted gripping surfaces impos¬ 
sible to achieve by lathe turning. The side 
panels were ribbed vertically to increase grip¬ 
ping power on the thrust. The top and bottom 
panels were checkered to improve the grasp 
in the thrust and the slash. 

The zinc-aluminum alloy used for the hilts 
took a sharp cast impression and had the prop¬ 
er weight, toughness and “feel”— wet or dry. 

The blades were machined from stamped 
blanks of rolled steel. This quick production 
rushed Stilettos into the hands of Raiders 
within weeks of design approval. Only fifteen 
thousand of these knives were made —a small 
quantity compared to the two and a half million 
U.S. M-3 trench knives made in 1943 alone. 


For this reason, these Stilettos are scarce. 
Specimens in mint condition can easily sell 
for $1,000 or more. They are so scarce that 
the U.S. Marine Raider Association has offi¬ 
cially authorized a special limited edition re¬ 
issue of the Stiletto, to make it possible for 
Raiders to own a battleworthy Stiletto again. 

The U.S. Marine Raider Association is 
approving every st^p of this project to assure 
a knife superior imevery way to the wartime 
version. 

Each new blade is forged from the finest 
Sheffield sword steel. Then each is hardened, 
tempered, hand ground and mirror polished 
by the highly respected H.G. Long & Co., 
established in 1846 in Sheffield, England. 

The zinc ions of the wartime alloy hilts have 
leached out over the past 40 years, leaving the 
metal brittle and often cracked. For this rea¬ 
son, each hilt of the official reissue is cast of 
pewter, a metal proven to endure for centuries. 


F or beauty and to further set this Stiletto 
apart from all others, the hilt is heavily 
plated with Sterling Silver and inset with a full 
color cloisonne enamel Marine Raider in¬ 
signia. The blade is deeply etched with a foliate 
U.S.M.C. scroll, and the limited edition serial 
number is engraved on the reverse shoulder. It 
is a beautiful —yet battle worthy —weapon. 

This is the first time since World War II that 
this knife has been produced —and this is the 
only time the Stiletto will ever be officially au¬ 
thorized by the U.S. Marine Raider Association. 


Because of the superior quality of this 
Stiletto and the attention it is receiving in the 
Marine Corps, future collectors may well prize 
this limited reissue even more than the original 
Stilettos. This has happened on numerous oc¬ 
casions with collector arms in the past. 

Only 2500 Stilettos will be made—far fewer 
than produced during the war. .This limit cor¬ 
responds with the number of known surviving 
Raiders. This officially authorized reissue 
will be available to the general public only to 
the extent that these Raiders do not reserve 
Stilettos —a built-in assurance of rarity to 
collectors. 

Reservations for the officially authorized 
Stiletto are now being accepted on a first 
come, first served basis by The American 
Historical Foundation, on behalf of the U.S. 
Marine Raiders. A Certificate of Authenticity 
accompanies each Stiletto, as does a history 
of the Raiders by Raider Colonel “Stormy” 
Sexton. 

This is an opportunity to own one of the 
rarest and most valuable knives in the world of 
military collecting, at a small fraction of the 
price that the wartime Stilettos bring today. 

Each time you pick up this officially autho¬ 
rized Stiletto, you —and the generations who 
follow —will share a bond with these famous 
daring Raiders with blackened faces, carrying 
“machine guns like pistols and knives that 
were tempered in Hell” silently paddling rub¬ 
ber boats ashore to an enemy-held island to 
put their lives on the line in the defense of 
America's freedom." 


Officially-authorized reissue of the U.S. Marine Raider Stiletto. Limited edition of 2500 worldwide. 











